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Her Royal Highnefi 



.THE 



Piincefs Dowager. o£ Wales,: 



PArdon, Great PRINCESS, that 
unknown, I dare 
Atterript to reach you, with this private 
Prayer : 

A 2 Prayer 
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iv DEDICATION. 
Prayer is our Comfort, when to Heaverj 

Cfiwi fiji{ : ■" ■ ".' '.'•" " '. . \ 

A'rid: Only that can'be my "Plea' to You ! ' 

You, moll lov'd Princess, who from 
Heaven poflalp, ,„ 

Alike, the Godlike Power and Will, to 
blefs, 

Can marlcjwifh kind "Regard, the Mour- 
ner's Cry, 

And fmile the heart- fed Tear from Sor- 
row's eye. 

Prompted by Hope, «Etyst rep'uls'd Jy_ 
Fear, 

The Widow and the Orphan court your 
Ear; 

: ;.•■: Who, 
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VESICATION. *• 

Who, while a. living Father bleft her 

Days, 
Wi». taught by him, to feel fuch Virtue % 

Praife. 
Oft was he honour'd, and his Lays ap- 

prov'd, 

By Him, your gentle Heart lb Nobly 
-'•--lby'd ; „ i, . . 

And O ! forgive me, that, in lowly 
State, 

A Tear of mine prelunres to fpeak your 

,■ Fate r—-. . '...',j_ , •. 
Then, let regardful Silence tell the 

reft : 

'Tis bold, to 'roufc a Sigh, in fuch a 
Breaft I " 

One 
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Gne wifli indulge : ^and grant a Parent's 

Fame 
Th* undying Glory of your Royal 

Name. 



/ am, 
With the prof oundeft ReJpeSt and Duty, 
Madam, 

Tour Royal Highnefss 
Devoted and mo/i -Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 



Urania Johnson. 



.. 



TO THE 



R E A D E R 



TH E Generous Encouragement 
that has been given to this Sub- 
scription, can only be repay 'd by 
the beft Acknowledgments of Grati- 
tude, from thofe whofe Service it was 
intended to promote ; and they fee, 
with the utmoft Satisfaction, fo many 
Illustrious Names do Honour to a 
Writer who is no more. — Had he been 
living, his Works muft havq been ftill 
more deferring of that Patronage, they 
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To the Reader. 

are here diftinguiuVd by ; as, in that Cafe, 
they would have received, the Advan- 
tage of his cooleft Correction, before 
he would have ventured them abroad 
into the World. For the Want of 

fhis Advantage; levery candid, ewery 
.*lfceling Reader will mafee due Allow- 
ances ; fince what has (in this parti- 
cular Refpect) prejudiced the Satisfac- , 
tion of the Public, has beerirar private 
Family's \ great and irretrievable ftfif- 
fortune. '"' ..'.*," . 



i cv;..i f :.M i.'.-.^i ?< I rp^l 



*\ 
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THE 

H;,A ME S 

? THE 

S*tj BS CRIBER& 

ftote* liefi marhdthus * art far Rqal-Peptri, 



Her Royal Highnefi the JVificefs Dowager of WaIES* 
Her Royal Highnds the Princds Caeoli&a. 

A The Countefi of Arrari. 

... *The Countefeof Aylef- 

TH E- Duke of Ancaf- bury, 

ter. The itarl of Abercorne. 

The -Docbefc ofAncaften The Lady Vifcountefc Aih* 
* The Duchefs Dowager of brook. 

Argyfe and Greenwich •The Earl' of Abington, 

The Earl' of Arran. The Countds of Abington. 
» His 
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His Excellency Mr. Alt, 
Refident from the 
Prince of HefTe-Caffel 

The Right Honourable La- 
dy Arundel. 

The Right Honourable La- 
dy Allen. 

The Honourable Henry Ar- 
cher. 

The Honourable Lady Bet- 
t^Archec. 

Mrs Archer, of Hanovet-: 
Sfltare. 

Mifs Archer. 

Mr. Robert Archer. 

John Archer, Efq; -'■- ** 

The Honourable Richard 
Arundel. 

Sir Stephen Anderfen, Bart. 

Sir Ricjiard £jkini» Bart* 

Mils Rebecca Addams. 

Mrs. Addams, {% Setts, 

• s.p.; 

The Re*. Mr. Abbot. 

William Alix, Efq; 

Jofeph ,Andrewsj, Efq ? 

Robert Andrews, Efq; 

John Armftrong, Efq; 

Daniel Arm'fttoag, Kfijj 

■ — — Armftrong, Efq; . 

John Atkfns, Efq; 

George Amy and, Efq; 
• Mr. -Rtcfcard Afhcraft: ' f 

Solornon Aftiky, Efq;. ■ 

Mr. Robert Adair, Sur- 
geon. 

*Mr. John Atkinfon, ■ * 
Latham Arnold. .. r 
'Richard Arnold." 

Richard- Allen, Efq;-- ■ - 



Mr. Robert Arthur. 

Mifs Aflu 

Humphrey Adams, Efq; 

Mrs. Bridget Allan. 

Mr. Henry Alcraft, Refi- 

. ... William Atwick. 

^Mffs Abney. 

Jacob Albeit, Efq; 

Mr. Robert Akorne. 
'John Adiington, E% 
Jjames Ardarns, Efq* ,. 

Mr. John' Arthur. 

Abraham Ac worth , Efq; 
, Ifaac Akerman, Eftj; 
' Mr; Richard Alnut. 

William Allen, Efqj 

Marriot Arbuthnot, Efq; 

_Mr. Jarnes Aft ley, junior. 
' Berrkrn-iri-Adintfon, Efqj 
Brabazon Aytmer, Eli); 
Charles Amcotts, Efq; 

.». Robert Art*. 

B 



TH E Duke of Bed- 
tad, - 
The Duchefe of Bedford, 
*Tne Duke of Beauford. 
The Duchefs of Beau'ford. 
» The Duchefs of Bolton. 
• The Earl of Burlington., 
The Ccmntds of Bnrliag- 

ton. 
«The Right Hori.lord "Vif- 

count Boimgbroot. 
TfctRigrtt Hba.'Lord George 
Beaaderc. 

The 
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the Subscribers Names 

The Right Hon. Lord Bad- WiHiam Blair, Efijj 
. timore. * T ' ™" ~" 

*The. Right Hor>.Lady Bal- 
timore. 



John Blagrave, Elqt 
•Anthony Blagrav?, Efip 

George Burton, Efq; 



The Right Hon. Lady G'lbert Burton, Efqj 



Bmgley. 

The Right Hon. Lady- 
Dowager Bateman: 

The Right Hon. Lady- 
Dowager Harrington. 



Philip- Burton, Efiy 
Major Burton. 
Mr. -William Burton. 
Major Richard Bowles. 
Humphrey Bowles, Efq; 



The Hon. Lady "Carolina ■ Benjamin Bowie;, Eiq; 
Bridges. ._' * Edward Bowles, Efqj 

The Hon. Lady, Henrietta Lieutenant General Bland. 



Beard. 

The Lady Frances Bland. 
The Lady Carolina Brand. 
The Lady -Bake, 
^he Lady Elisabeth Black- 

ett. 
•Sir Walter Blaefcett. 
Su; John Barnard, Knt, and 

; Alderman- 
Sir Charles Buck, Barti 
Sir Julius Baurke; Bart. 
, The Hon. Sir Thorhas 

Bjrch, fct. 
The Hon. Sir Thomas 

Bumettj £ti 
Sir John Bland, Bart. 
SirPatrick Bd'leW, Bart. 
Sir John Bariington, Bart* 
William Belchier, E% 
Slingfby Bethel!, Efq; 
Mrs. Bright, of Badfworth. 
Mifs -Cordelia Bright. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Barradale. 
Mrs. Boter. 
Walter Bowmanj E% (a 

Setts, S. P.) 
' *WilliamBMrowby, M, D. 



Mr. Holloway Brecknock. 
Capt. Buckeridge. 
Lewis Buckeridge, E,fq; 
Cagt. Brodie. 
Mr. John Barwick. 

George Bay ley. 

William Bennet. 

John Bumford. 

•Spranger Barry. 

John Beard. 
*Mifs Georgina Bellamy. 
Mr, Edward Berry. 

Charles Blakes. 
John Bettefworthi L L. D. 
Mr. Daniel Biflbn. 

Harry Brown. 
Samuel Berry; 
The Honourable George 

Barnewall. 
Mr. John Bradley. 

John Brooks. 
Edward Buckworth, Efqj 
Edward Burnaby, E% 
Thomas Baynham, Efq; 
Mt. Richard Brooke. 
Thomas Barlow, Elqi 
Ml James Brooke. 
a, a Rich' 
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Richard Berringer, Efqj ,* 

Thomas Bladen, Eiflj - 

Robert Bee, Efq; . 

John Bance, Efq; ■■.' 1 

Bryan Benfon, Efq; .■■■;;» 

Mr. Auditor Benfon. 
Buckley Benfoa, = 
Percival Bentley. . 

Bertie Bourke, Efq; ' 

George Barlow, Efq; 

Mr. James Burnett, Surgeon 

Edward Britton, Efq; 

■William Bellamy, Efq; : 
'.♦ Mr. Claudius Bennett. 
' * Thomas Bell. ' . . 
John Brown. 
Thomas Burfoot. 
John Buchanan, Mer- 
chant. 

Michael Ballard, Efq-, 

Thomas Barnes, Efq; 

•Thomas Beckford, Efq; 

Mr. Willam Bayntun, of 
Gray's Inn 

Mr. James Bowman. 
Francis Buxter. 
Thomas Barlow. 

John David Billon, Efq; 

George Barnell, Efq; 

Mrs. Barnell. 

Captain Bird. .. ;' 

Auguftus Boyd, Efq; 

Mr. John Bullock. ; ; 

Thomas Bifhop, Efq; 

Mr. Benjamin Bonnet. ■'.' 
Charles Bird. 
Richard Blackbourne. 

Edward Bowater, Efq; 

John Berteley, Efq; 



Mrs. Butler.. . 
Capt. Bryarton. 
Jqfeph Bel), jun. Efq} 
Mr. Jabez Blpxham. 

Thomas Barnwell. 
Edward Chapman Bird ,Efqj 
.Mr. William Bell. 

Edward Burkitt, 
•John Otto Bayer, E% 
Mr. Chriflian Thomas Ben- 
zien. 

John Blanchett. 

James BudgeX 
Barnaby Blackwell, Efq; 
Mr. William Butterfield. 
Jonathan Barnard, Efq; 
Henry Bradley, Efqj 
Bemhard Joachim Boete* 

fcur, Efq; 
Mr. Lawrence Bini. 

* Mrs. Hefter Booth. 

The Honourable John By- 
ron. 

Meffieurs Brigden and Wal- 
ler. 

Mr. John Beckworth. 

Benjamin Benfon, Efq; 

Mr. Richard Bar well. 

Dr. Wijliam Boyce. 

Mr. Jofeph Bilton. 

Norborne Berkeley, Efq; 

Launcelot Baugh,Efq; 

— — Burroughs, Efq; 

Richard Baker, Efq; 
' Edward Barker, Efqj 

Henry Bonfey, Efq; 

Ifaac Hawke Brown, Efiy 

* Richard Benyon, Efiy 
George Bowes, Efq; 

..... Robert 



agiuedoy G00gle 



the Subscribers Names. 



Robert Barber, Efq; 

The Hon. Rowland Bella- 

fis. 
Edward Hungate Beaghan, 

Efq; 
Philip Boteler, Efq; 
Mr. John Barklcy. 
Richard Burgh, Efq; 
Captain Bland. 
Mrs. Mary Browne. 
WalAngham Beazley, Efq : 
Mr. Walfiingham Beazley. 
Mr. Thomas Bcdwatd. 
Francis Buller, Efq; 
Mr. Biggs, Mercer. 
Mrs; Brown. 

Mr. "James Brown, Banker. 

Edmund Brown, Efq; of 

Lincoln's- In it 



THE Marquis of Car- 
narvan. 
•The Marchione&ofCar- 
narvan. 

• The Earl of Chefterfield. 
The Countefe of Chefter- 
field. 

• The Earl of Coventry. 
TheCountefsof Coventry. 
•The Earl Cowper. 

The Courrtefs Cowper, 

• The Earl of Cardigan. 

• The Counted ofCardigan 
The Earl of Cholmonde- 

ley. 
TheCountefc Dowager of 
Carlifle. 



The Counted of CtauW 

The Right Hon. Lord Car- 
penter. 

* Hii Excellency M.Campi, 
Refident from th* 
Duke of Mod en a. 

•The Right Hon. Lady; 
Conway. 

The Right Hon. Lady Ca- 

2sfort. 
ight Hon. Lord Ca- 

rysfort . 
TheRight Hon .LordCharle* 

CavendiQi. 
The -Right Hon. -Laoy 

Coterain. 
•The Right Hon. Lady 

Caftlecomcr. 
The Hon. Lady Margaret 

Compton. 
The Right Hon. Lady Car- 
berry. 
The Lady Crawley. 
Colonel Henry Cunningr 

ham. 
The Hon. John Bulkeley 

Coventry. 
•The Hon. Alexander 

Hume Campbell. 
The Hon. John Campbell.- 
The Hon. Mrs. Campbell. 
• The Hon. Mifs Elizabeth 

Chudleigh. 
George Cook, Efqj 
Sir Nathaniel Curzon, Bart, 
John Chaplin, Efq; 
The Lady Curzon. 
Sir : Willjam Courtney, 

Bart. 
l 3 . T1 » 
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The Lady Frances Court- 
ney. 
The Bilhop of Chefter. 
The FJdn. Lady Caroline 

Cowper. 
The Hon. Charles Comp- 

ton. 
The Hon. Robert Chol- 

mondely. 
Sir Charles Chcfter, Bart. 
Lieutenant .General Sir 

John Cope. 
. Sir Thomas Clavering, 
, Bart. 

Nathaniel Curzon, Efq; 
The Hon. William C»«r 

wind t Efq; 
Charles Cocks, Efqi 
Mrs. Conyera. 
David Cockburne, M. D. 
William Corbet, Efq; • 
•John Spencer Colepeper, 

E(q; ' 

Colonel Caulfield. 
Captain Campbell. 
Captain Clavering. 
Mr. Samuel Chitty. 
*Erancis Cottington, Efq; 
St. John Charlton, ' Efq; 
•Colley Cibber, Efo; 
•Mr. Theophilus Cibber. 
?Mrs. Maria Cibber. 
Catherine dive. 
Mr. Crofs. 
• "• John Cleveland- 
Cadwallader Coker, 
John Collet. 
JSowdand Cotton, Etq; 



•Ambrofe Crawley, Efq; 
*Joha Crawley, E*)j ■ 
The Lady Crawley. 
Mrs; Sarah Crawley. > 

William Caley, Efq; 
Mr. Charles Chaworth. i 
•John Chaplain, Efqj 
Mf. Robert Carr, Mer- 
cer. 
Samuel Cook, Efq; 
Robert Cram mond, Efq; 
Mr. Harry Cloudefly. 
George Crowe, Efq; 
Archibald Cockran, Efqt 
* F. R.S. -'■■ 
William Coleman, jtttir. 

Efaj ' 
William Clarke, Efq; 
Samuel Clarke, Efq; 
Mr. Francis Cooper. 
Matthew Creighton. 
Tobias Chauncy, Mer- 
chant. * 
James Colehropk, Efq: 

Banker. 
Walter Chittick, Efq; 
Mr. Henry Chittick. 
George Chandler, Efq; 
Mrs. Jemima Coats. 

•WUhelmina Coats. 
Mr. James Cavatvij. 
Robert Cooper. 
Jofiah ColyUi, Met- 
' chant. 

John Cartwright. 
Benjamin Cox, ETq; 
Mr. John Cater, 

LcwJE.Combmne. 
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Ricbard/Cartwrighf, Efq; . 
Thomas Cruwys, $% "'' 
Mrs. Cannpv ■ ■» 

Hugh Campbell, ECqj 
•■RobenfaryiEfqi . 
The 'Honourable Edward, 

. Compton. ' 
Mr. Stafford Crane, Sur- 

geop. , . 
Charles Ghorchill, Efq; 
Mr. Cord welt. 
Mrs. Child. ,' 
Robert Chapman, L L, D. 
James Ctelftt, Elqj 
Charles Child, E% . 
Mift Lucy Cook. 
Mr. P. Carr. 
Ambrofe Carney, Efa; 
•The Honourable Colonel 

Henry Conway. 
Michael Wilkins Conway, 
. Efq: ; 

Colonel Courthrop Clayton 
The Honourable Waltet 

Carey. 
John Calvert, Efq; 
Charles Cholirtondeley, Efqj 
Herbert Croft, Efqi 
Walter Chetwynd, Efq; 
Mr. Cheek, Apothecary. 

Benjamin Clopfbn. 
James Cecil, Efqj 
William Caftle, Efq; 
Matthew Coulthurft, Efq; 
Crayle Crayje, Efqj 
Mr. Ifaac Copps, M«c* 

chant, 
Mrs.S|tfyuiaPe la Cruise 



D 

•'"pHE Duke ofDw- 

X • fct, aSetta. 

The Duehefs of porfct. 
The Earl of Derby. 

The Earl of DrumJanrig. 

* The Countds of Salt 

- keiih. 

The Coumefe of Dyfert. 

The Right Hon. Lord Vif- 
count Downe. 

The Right Hon. Lord Dun- 
cannon. 

The Right Hon. Sir Con- 
yers D*Arcy. 

The Lady Diana Dun- 

The Lady Delves: 
The Right Hon. George 
Bubb Dodingtoo. 

* Sir Jacob Downing, Bart' 
Sir Francis Dafhwood, Bart- 
Sir James Dafhwood, Barb 
Mrs. DafhwooiJ, 

Samuel Dajick, E% 

* John Dodd, Efc; " 

* Peter Delme, Eiq; 

* Mrs. Delrn.e, 
John Duke, Efq; 
William Drake, Efq; 
Mrs. Sophia Day. 
Mrs. Dolliffe. 

* Francis Blake DelawaJ, 

Efiji 
The Hon. Sir Thomas De- 

nifen. 
Richard Dillon, £.{q ( 
*4 ... : . Mr. 
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Mr. John Dexter. 
Colonel Duty.. 
John Darner, Efq; 
James Davis, Efq; 
William De Gray, Efq; 
William Danby, Efq; 

Tames Dawlcins.Efq; 
Mr. Benjamin Day. 

Mrs. DaVers. 

The Reverend Mr. Hugh, 
Deans. 

James George Douglas, 
Efq; 

James Douglas, Efq; 

Stephen Dillon, Efq; 

Mr, John Dunbar." 
Samuel Dolby. 

Lieutenant General Robert 
Dalzel. 

Mr. Thomas Delamotte. 

John Daye, Efq; 

Mr. John Dupuy. 
Thomas Dubois. 

William Davis, Efq; 

Mr. William Duncan. 

Mr. Dawfon. 

Libert Dorrien, Efq; 

John Dunford, junior, 

Efq; 

Francis Douce, M. D- 

George Dance, Efq; 
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George Dudley, Efq} 

PHillip Delahaife, Efq; 

The Reverend Mr. Dough- 
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Abfalom Evans, Efq; 

Mr. Samuel Endeiby. 

John, 
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Henry Vanderefch, E% 
Edward Umfreville, Efq; 
Captain Vancourt 
Mr. Samuel VandewaJI 
James Udney 
James Unwin 
Thomas Vincent 
George Vaughan 
Mrs. Sarah Vaughan 
Mr. Jofeph Vere 

•Michael Ventades 

w 

THE Earl of Wald- 
" grave 
The Right Reverend Bi- 
(hop of Winchefter 
•The CounteG of War- 
wick * 
The Countefs of Winchel- 

fea 
The Right Rev. Bifhop of 
Worcefter 

• H« 
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THE SUBSCRIBERS NaMES. 

* Sis Excellency General Mrs. Wittcwrong 

Wall, Erabaflador Pinkney Wilkinfon, ESjj 

from the King of ' " "' ' 

Spain. 

Th'eRigbt Hon. Lord Wen- 



' Mrs. Wood 
John White, Efti 
Ralph Willet, Efei ' ■■'. 
Simeon Weld, E%- 
Richard WaHen, Elqj ■'. 
John Wenham, Efqj 
Thomas Williams, Efqj. 
• Mrs. Prifcella Wildma; 
Mrs. Catherine Wynne- 
Thomas Worfley, Elq; 



The Right Honourable Lord 

vVentworth 
The Hon. Lady Watde- 

grave 
The RightHonourahleLord 

Chief Jufticc Willes 
Sir Whiftler WeUter, Bart. Jermyn Wright, Efqj 
Sir William Wentwofth, John Winter, Efq; 

Bart. Abel Walter, Efqj ' 

The Lady Wheate The Rev. Mr. WirbuRM 

The Lady Mary Wrottefly John Wainwright, Efq; 
The Lady Warren Thomas Warner, Efqj 

• The- Honourable Edward Vere Warner, Efq: . 



Walpqle 

* The Honourable Horatio 

WalpoJe 
Horatio WalpoJe, jun. Efq; 
Thomas Walpole, Efqj 
The Honourable Colonel 

Waldegrave 
Colonel Wade 
Colonel Wilfon , 
Mrs. Sylvia Winftanly 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ward 
William Wood^Efq; 

• Pleafance Watfon, Efq; 
Thomas Whitfield, .Efq; 
•Captain Thomas Wil : 

lyams 
John Wilks, Efq; 
Charles Wymondefcll, Efq; 
Mils Witham 
Mifs Weftcomb 
Tofeph Wight, Efqj 
Robert Wood, Efq; 



Robert Willis, Efqj 
Thomas Weftcrn, Efq; 
William Watts, Efqj 
Alexander Wright; Efq; 
William Windham, Efq; 
Thomas Walters, Efq; 
Paul Whitehead, Efq; 
Robert Wright, E/q-, 
Andrew Wilkinfon, Efqj 
Mrs. Margaret Woffington 
Mrs. Ward 
Timothy Waldo, Efq; 
Mr. Samuel Waldo 
. Richard Willis 

Henry Woodward 

Francis Wilfon 

William Wans 

Roger Watts 

John Wilcox 

JohnWallh 

John Williams 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas WeW> 
Ediftund Wilcox 
John Wright . 
Andrew Wiifon 
Edmund Warkman, 
John Woodbridge 
James Wedell 
Matthew Willcins 
Richard Wiifon 
■ Anthony Weber 
George Ward 
William Waller 
Richard Worlage 

White 

John Wiifon 

Mifi Mary Wiifon. 
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HI S Grace the Aretl= 
BUhopofYork 

The Countefs of Yarmouth 

The Hon. Philip Yorke,Efq; 

The Hon. Charles Yorke* 
Efq, 

The Reverend Dr. Edward 
Younge 

Hitch Younge, Efq; 

Mr. Robert Younge, Sur- 
geon 

Mr> Yates. 



The under-mentioned Names came too late t» hi 
ferted in the AtybabeticalOrder. 

The Honourable William Hamilton 

Abraham Bracebridge, Efq; 

Samuel Ingram, Efq; 

Dr. Gilbert Kennedy 

Captain Alexander Macpherfori 

Captain Jenefon Shafto 

Mr. Adolpus Stamper 

Mr. Michael Dyer 

Mr. William Marks; 

Mrs. Gafliry 

Bernard Broadbeft, Efq; 

The Rev. Dr. Taylor* 

Nathaniel Wetenhall, Efq; 

Cap't. Northey. 

Nathaniel SachevereU* 

Stephen Lloyd. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 



To Lord Peterborough. 



My Loud,. 



Nov. ie, 1710. 



HESE two or three day* 
endeavours at inclining my 
wife to the honour pro- 
pos'd me in attending your 
Lordihip abroad , have 
been fpent in vain ; for me 
not only continues pofitive againft it, but 
has made her father fo ftrongly on her 
iide, that he refents my inclination as warm- 
ly as his daughter. 

Over and above this, I find myfelf un- 
timely engaged in fo many bargains, on ac- 
count of the opera, as the Dutchefs of 
B Shreuj- 
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2 Original Letters. 

Sbrewjbury can inform your Lordihip, that 
I want power to withdraw myfelf from 
that affair this winter. 

I am To very forry for my prevention 
from fuch an honour and - fatisfadtiqn, that > 
my concern can only be encreafed by the 
lois of your Lordfhip's favour, which a fe- 
cret veneration for your perfon and unpre- 
cedented glories, made me proud of; and 
I beg your Lqrdflup would impute it to that 
pride I take in ferving you, that I prefuma 
to .hope, ampng the offices of trufl you 
fhall beftow at home, I may be yet allowed 
the honour to .retain the tfrlcof . 

My Lord y 

Tour Lordjhip's moft entirely Jaitbful ' 

and obedient- Servant, 

A. Hill. 



n 
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Original Letters. 3 

To tie ^Eari of Oxford. 

'V; April 14, 1714. 

/.My Lord* . 

IF it might be forgiven me, in the con- 
templation of your virtues, to forget 
your quality, I would venture . to declare 
myielf" a lover of your Lord(hip ; but, by 
^he. diftance between us, fincerity itfelf wjtt 
look, lefs than it is. I have, too much defe- 
rence to profefs my affection, and too little 
fltill to defcribe my admiration -, for tho' I 
fpeak no words fo gladly as thofe which en- 
deavour at your praifes, yet, I am never fo 
much confounded, as at that time when I 
labour in vain for language to exprefs what 
it is 'not in language to utter. 

- A lover of his country, profeflmg that, 
does beft declare himfplf: your Lordfliip's 
admirer. In the very moment you were 
refcuing a nation from fhame, you have 
raifed ■ her to glory. I look up with plea- 
sure at our growing honours, and rcmem- 
bring how many mighty things were lately 
to be done, am ftruck dumb with wonder, 
: B 2 that 
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4 Original Letters. 

that, in fo fhort a time there lliould be no- 
thing to do. 

How proud mouTtT'I be made by a poffi- 
bility to be ferviceable to your Lordfhip f 
yet, how joyfully do I fee you above being 
benefited by my fervice ; but if is the duty 
of the weakeft Rngtijkman to contribute rtfc 
little he can towards leffening. Ms !burthdfc 
who has unloaded the naticrt. I bring. my 
mite to the tFeafury with as ardent a devo^ 
lion as can accompany the richeft offerer ; 
and if I draw too blunt a weapon in your 
Lordihip's caufe, I put it into a hand which 
is eafily able to give ic an. edge, if the metal 
will bear it* ■■'-*. .'! 

If my impatience for the full meridian of 
your glory has not blinded me, it will be 
eafy for your Lordlhip to- give birth to a 
fund, which may (without opprefiion, or 
complaint) be capable, in me approaching 
feffion, at once to fupply as many millions 
as fhall be neceflary, and enable the govern- 
ment to remit the land-tax, at leaft, and- be 
gainers by doing it As an introduction to 
which, your Lordfhip will allow me to> 
prefume, that 
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: .No tai can bey «/?, that is not f?«o/. 
No tax rtfu**/ which affecls not every 
member of the body politic, in a 
»•'■" due proportion to the difference of 
ctrcuhiftahces. 

No tax, how jufl and cjkj/ foever, 
-canbe fafe, whofc influence lies hea- 
..vy upon trade and manufacture. 

With thefe three negative pofitions in 
my eye, I have been thinking on a new 
kind of contribution, generel t juft t and equal} 
no way prejudicial to trade, but on the con- 
trary, a great encouragement to it. A fund, 
which every body joins .tojraife, and which 
will, notwithftanding that, he paid infea- 
fihly. ■.;'■'■' 

It cannot but he welcome to the people^ 
becaufe it will be a much greater advantage 
to every man, in his private capacity, than 
3iis mare in the payment can counterbalance. 

It will be capable of almoft infinite im- 
provement, immediately bring in a reMenue 
•of four millions yearly, and add to the na- 
tional Hack of money, at feaft, four and 
twenty. 

B 3 It 
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It differs, from all others in this particu- 
lar, that tho' the charge of collecting will 
be very great, it is provided for by a means 
arifing , within kfelf, and will occafion no 
deduction from the revenue it produces. 

It will naturally, and without compul- 
lion, reduce the intereft of money to four 
per cent, and raife the purchafe of lands 
proportionably. 

I lately fent a fervant with a feal'd 
packet, wherein I had fubmitted an imper- 
fect: fcheme of the defign to your Lord- 
fhip's judgment; but, the porter pleading 
orders to receive no parcel from an un- 
known hand, I am forced to addrefs a An- 
gle letter, with the inclofed, from whence, 
when your Lordlhip fhall have leifure to 
command my attendance, I fhall be proud 
to deliver it with my own hand ; an ho- 
nour I had not propbfed to myfelf, but that 
it could not reach you as I deligned, for I 
am honeftly, and with an unbiaffed inte- 

s rit y> ' :: "\ ; ..'.'/ 

$/iy Lord, ' 

■ Tmr LordJUp's mft demoted, . 
And mofi obedient Servant, 

Aaron Hill. 
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Origtnal Letters. 7 

To the Earl of Oxford. 

May 12,. 1714. 
My Lord, 

IT cannot be the fmalleft of your trou- 
bles to be frequently fatigued by im? 
pertinent addrefles. ' Such as" mine have 
long lain under the imputation of felf-inte- 
reftednefs and wildnefs of imagination ; but 
whatever guilt I may incur from the lafi of 
thefe two crimes, in the^&y?, I am fure, I 
have nothing^ to anfwer for, .' 

The date of the inclofed will inform your 
Lordlhip how long it is,~fmce it was deliver- 
ed at your door. — I am perfuaded it never 
reached your hands, beqaufe i never was in- 
formed it did : A condefcention your Lord- 
fhip would, utiqueftionably, have fubmitted 
to, in an affair, which carried fuch a face of 
additional benefit to a people, who have al- 
ready fo many bleffings. to thank you for. 

. My genius bids me fhun a court j I am 

fincerely humble enough to know myfelf 

unqualified for bufinefs, and fo naturally 

B 4 devoted 
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devoted to retirement, that preferment 
would rather rob me of my quiet, than 
give the leait addition to my prefent happi- 
nefs. I am fo far from aiming at an inte- 
reft in your favour, that I fhall ftudioufly 
endeavour to avoid every opportunity- of 
giving you reafbn to fuppofe it. If there* 
fore^your Lordfhip did not receive the 
letter, of which the inclofed is a copy, and 
fhall pleafe to give fuch notice as defired, I 
will fend the feheme, as you direct WC, 
■without other hope, than that it may dei 
ferve your Lordfhip's regard and correc- 
tion ; and free from £Uiy wifh more ardent 
than that of feeing you as much beyond the 
power, as you are within the aim, of malice 
and ingratitude. I am, with the highest 
veneration, . 

v My Lord t 

Tour Lordfbip*t 

Moji Obedient ', and 
■ Demoted bumble Servant, 
A. Hut,. 
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' To Dr. George Sewel, M. D. 

Sept. 3, 1720. 
SIR, 

I A M perfectly- pleas'd with the franknefs 
of your fpirit, but have half a mind to 
be angry at the archnefs of your apology : 
You exalt me to the dignity of a Soutb- 
Sea dtreiJor, that you may, thence, take 
occafion to make a bubble of my poetry ; 
yet yourfelf have much the faireft pretence 
to the diretiorjhip, who are fo overburden'd 
VJ\thJiock y that you mix gold with lead, and 
ftake wit againft^/^, in a needlefs apo- 
logy. 

The Inftances, which you have done me 
the favour to colled, as a proof, that my po- 
em contradicts the rules of my preface j and is 
guilty of thoife very faults, it condemns, 
are either juft, or mistaken: If the jirft, I 
am oblig'd by your correction of my judg- 
ment j if the fecond, by the opportunity, 
you have given me, to do myfelf juftice. 

Your 
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Your remark on my preface is, I fear, of 
the fecondkindj and your .miftake muft 
have arifen, from too ftricl: an underftand- 
ing of the word conftellation. The com- 
pound, you know, means indefinitely the 
conjunction, or mining out of many 
ftars together; you fhould not, therefore, 
have confin'd your idea to any known, or 
particular conftellation, becaufe I exprefly 

fay, a new conftellation. Now a new 

conftellation may be as large, as one. will 
fancy it. The milky way itfelf, in the moft 
literal fenfe, is but a continued conftellation. 
The obvious meaning of the metaphor is 

this 1 confider Mr. Pope, as a poet, of 

fo general, and extenfive a genius, that I 
look up to him, as to a new conftellation, 
wide enough to crofs-fpangk the whole Hea- 
ven of poetry, with a milky way of fancy, 
and breaking out upon our nation, with e- 
qual heat, and brightnefs : — If you pleafe 
to review the allufion in this light, I pre- 
fume, you will difcern, that it had been fo 
far from ending better where you would 
have it end, that it could not have ended 
at all there, without remaining lame, and 
imperfect 
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hnpetfeft, ami depriv'dof .the whole vigour 
andipirifi ofjitejneaiiing. ■; .'. 

: ' TH& third line of the. poem muft'have 
had, the rrosfprtune to be read unattcnuVely; 
op you wpuld certainly ; haye, comprehended. 
: „( ;Begot txjftence, tofitMd Being be. 
,*■' God might Jiave "begotten exiftence more 
ways than one. The firft part of the verfit 
therefore, is general, and affirms what he 
did— -He begot being ; The fecond part is 
particular and defcribes how he did it— He 
■6id.it be j that is, he created at a word. ' You 
cannot but remember that Longinus has re- 
mark'd on this very paflagc in Mojes's ac- 
count of the Creation, as an example of trie 
-fublime — Mod /aid, let there be, and there 



Eijher my judgment deceives me i" ex- 
treamly, pr your cenfure .of-the, following 
.line is very ill grounded, 

" For Darkn'efi brooding o'er the deep, had 
motion overlaid. 

Th,e image of overlaying, you fay, is 
mean t and fow, in the greatwork of the cre- 
ation : Pray note, that I ufe it .not at all in 
the, Creation, but in the Chaos, previous to 
it; 
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it ; where it is both metaphorically, ami 
literally true ; for in the huddled commix- 
ture of atoms, the Hgbter were opprcfs'd, 
and kept down fey the mighty/— ~ I had 
hopes that my meaning in this plate would 
be ekar, becaule in the line immediately 
foregoing that which you hate cenfur'd, I 
had mark'd as empkatit, the words, tbick t 
ftill) and heavy. 

Oh tote Sjfa and on the leftjidi, you fay^ 
are both, in the fame fienxa. — I wiih, you 
had explained how that makes a fault: — ■ 
If by identity of the rhyme, you may ob* 
ierve 'em far afunder, and not meant to 
rhyme together. And as to the different 
jnp^niljgs-— The Jpirit collects the firft faint 
beamings of tight, and ranges them on the 
right fide, and then drives, to his left, the 
curling mounts of darknefs : After which 
<3W puffing betwixt both, gives tight the 
name of Day, and that of Night to the 
Jarbteji : So that you fee, there was an 
evident necejjitj for diflinguifhing the two 
Jules ; and you would fooner have feen it, 
if, after your band had firft put them toge- 
ther, you ,had not ftopt there, but fent out 
your fpirit \o pais alfo between them. 

When 
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W k*N t the Creator, in dfridiflg tfeo w»- 
mnafoot the firmament -from the wafts* 
Aflfowit* chufeafor himfdfiaihe verfia . 
■■-- «- AM above this, be mine.' 

that die fpeech is unbepoiteing- fc& 'tfigmtfr 
and . refernbles a mortal* taking poffeffion of 
alittte fpot of ftfrrf > th&wof'd above is fig- 
nificant, and of importance'; a^f the fir- 
moment: art the very .words «f -Afifes: 
Jfbrdi, thtf they are -G^V muft ,be adapt- 
ed to got common ideas, of high and low, 
■of meafurk an&diftance ; It ia ioipoffible 
<o writocjfraofjrjk and avoid images of this 
kind in fach. a fubje^'and your cenfiire 
jKoidd fall heavier oft, MUtojti celebrated 
ide'fcription of Gos£s gv&fkn ^mpaffes, which, 
with one foot center'd in ,Cbaos t and the' 
other fweeping thro' it, defcrib'd the circle 
efi. the earthy with .the -moil" mathematical 
exa&ncfs. I fay nothing to this paf&ge, 
hot that your frieiid Mr. Ad&fon is very large 
Jn his praifc of it- 

The rofe and the Irlfy, in the third ftanza, 

I very freely give up to your difpofal : You 

may 
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may order them to be tranfplanted to the 
cfieei f of the firfV ■ country PbtftiSj '■ who" ■ can 
kifs- yon without blaming j': bat 'the words,, 
for ornantintj itftnfc fame ftdri&a, l"cari*t paA 
with fo eafily ; , -They .do -jnot only (unlefs 
my ear mifleads me) add a majejly to the 
&uifd,ii)ut are 'e^eh w«^^- to the fenfe 
alfo^if Ihaii'oftly faid,>-' ''■ ii'o ■ ■ -■' -.-:-. 

,"}And here to^tb^e an ff?Afotf?^rqck'»: 
.V- IOf fj maind. . . ", ," tR J .,_. ;,." 

■ "The word •untbath'd raight-JiaVe raia'd 
•an, idea of diflci#ncf';.-a& if ;thb dreis of tlte 
ea"r&-'had : beeft '^tfcuxfmijbtd and iwperfe&i^ 
but-the Snterpdiitlon of the' iwords for orhec- 
mehij -gives a reafoni Wi6y thefsTocks were 
left r netked t thaVthd wildnefi ofsone- part of 
the profpe&, v againft the rkrbefthefs bf.the 
otheiy might fet' them bom ioff by;'effo6t 
of"thelr variety, "• > u-':-- 

YoVr obje&iorifconcernih'g theword_/&&* 
in the foartbyftariza, has much more "of 
the plftufibU, than the juft j - 1 -Wae very* for 
from aiming, in this place, at any fuch. 
quaintnefs, or turn of thought, as you men- 
tion; "If yon Earth, fays God, difplays fuch 
beauties to the- Heavens, it is fit that the 
Heavens (in their nature more noble) mould 
be 
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be alfo^ more fl>owy, more'illuftribus in ap- 
pearance ; fince therefore, appearance has 
the chief place, in the meaning, of this paf" 
fage, I think you are too fevere upon. 
poor Jbow, to call it wretchedly trivial*. 'Tft 
a word of much empbafis, and takes -it ill 
at your hands, that you treat it lb fami- 
liarly. 

I agree "with you perfectly, in your .oh*. 
fervation againft the ufe of profan'd phrafes 
(as one may call' em) in Jerioas poetry : But 
there is infinite difference between, fofaid 
Jo done,- (where the air of burlefque fe-'ra*- 
nifeftly owing to the whimfieal repetition 
of fi,) and 'twas f aid and done; which^AP- 
ries with it a mafe/ly, from the force, of its 
meanings and is introduc'd with a feriou&and 
folemn air by what immediately foregoes it, 

." The word was God's — 'twas'Jaid and done. 

The Sun and the Moon are both at your 
■fervice: Pray, take it as a proof of the 
rejpeB I have for you 1 they are things 
which zpoet can very ill part with* 

I am entirely in your fentiment that tbou 
fea, would have been better. than O fea! 
though the is as well imperative, as 
preca- 
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precatory j I am.alfo of your mind, that nij 
harlli technical terms fhould be introduced 
to roughen poetry with the drynefs ( of pbi- 
Jojffiby; but lam not convinc'd that I have 
us*d any fuch in the two ftanza'syou men- 
tion, unlefs you reckon /abattoir w& germi r 
nation of that number, which you cannot 
well do, becaufe they are mufical in their 
founds very eafy in their fenfe, and ' ftill 
■nfcore.explamM by the epithets which I have 
■green them. 

; I thaw k you very heartily for your ob- 
iervation, about the coatradi&ory ideas of 
•heckming and ixjiinc! : It is fo ingenious and 
d&Jioguilhing, that I take pleafure in wav^y 
whatever might .be laid in. defence of th$ 
cacpreffion, and- abandon it to- your mercy , 

If the Bear and the Goat had not counte- 
nances too ridiculous, to allow one to be fe- 
rims in their company, I would obfervc to 
you, that pofiticn and attitude, have in poetry 
the lime effect as in painting. — -Inthe pic- 
ture of a parli ament-houfe, it would look 
a little odd, to place an Afi among the fe- 
nalors, yet the beaft might have his ftation 
in fome part of the profpeSl, fo that the luV 
dkrotit . 
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iicrous may in forne cafes be eonMcnt with 
the admirable* 

THE three lines of the 1 fcventh ftanza, 
which you conceive to be iiftperfeSt and 
labouring with a foamefs of thought, and 
•weaknefs of expreffidn, I cannot give up, 
becatife I am of opinion, that they deferve 
to be defended; The chain of reafoning, 
in 1 find, cannot ju/Ify be thought inconfiftent 
with the divine attributes, fince this manner* 
of exprefiiort is" made familiar to the mouth 
of God, by thofe very fcriptures which con- 
vey to us our bigbefi notions of his majefty ; 
nothing is more common than to find him 
reqfbning, fefohing, fufpendmg his refoluti- 
on, repenting, &c. Thefe are figures of 
fpeech, rather fuited to the lownefs of our 
human conception, than adapted to the ope- 
rations of the divine fpirit. As for the 
word labour, which you accufe of diminifli- 

ing our idea of the creator He refledfrom 

bis labour, is the very expreifion of the text: 
Nay, the taking up fix days in- the work, 
implies a natural neceflity of confidering it, 
as a labour. It was however, but the la- 
bour of his word, not his band, as Mr. Milton 
has made it, 

C I AM 
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I am very much oblig'd to you fcf yopr 
compliment, on the thought of collecting 
the feveral (htfh wiric^nwa were made of, 
from all parts of the tfiriki but I aflure yo» 
X am not beholden for it, to 4ny of iht fa- 
thers; I have learnt indeed fo much pride, 
out of fomfc of their writings, that I might 
have been apt to grow v*ifl upon y°«f praUe* 
in the btgimng of the paragraph, if your 
provident regard tc* the duties of humility 
had npt cool'd we again, m the t^ of it. 

I am afraid, I mu£ enter my protpft a- 
gainft your obfenration, concerning a tranf- 
pofition of the four laft Unes* to make the 
poem end thus: 
** Be mmdful^he, who made thee, can 
JtfroyI : 

It would, 'tis true, have left an impref- 
lion of more majefty, or rather terror ', on the 
mind of the reader : But every poem, your 
know, ought to poinst out fomc moral ; and 
the line, • 

. And curb die haughty fwslliitgs of thy heart* 

being art ' inference from the former, im- 
prints a very ufeful and folemn Injiritc- 
-> tion 
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tion, that we ihould correct, as much as 
pomble, the iraputfes of our pride, by re- 
flecting continually on the weaknefs of our 
nature, and dependence of our condition. 

And now, Sir, I have gone over every one 
of your remarks, with a judgment, which, t 
am fure, is impartial; however it ft&y-be *mtf- 
taken. I have only defended, what I could 
not give up, becaufe injuftice, tho' done by us 
to oatfeiveS} is neterthelefs injujiice, It is your 
aim, I dare fwear, and that of every honeft 
man* to feel truth, as it is ; without regarding; 
whether ks edge may cut for, atagainfiyoxxi 
I am fincerely oblig'd to you, even for m* 
favouring a detection of my errors, and 
mould never place a value ' oh the fraife of 
ihat matt, whofe capacity could not find, or 
tohofefreedom hot difcdver Hat faults, I may 
alfo be guilty of. 

If it cVer Kes m my power to bo of ferries 
to your interoft, I will give you demonstra- 
tion, how much your frdnkmfs has oblig'd, 

• s ' r '-::^,,' ' :'■-.-.■•' .-"='.■ '■• 

■ Your fntft bumUe 

^ .Jnd moji obedient Servant. 
•'■•.-'; C 2 A. Hiii. 
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Msy$, 1720, 
Madam, 

IW A S fo ftupied, by fenfe of your great 
weight.offorrow, that a week is paft, 
and I have yet no power to reafon on the 
terrible calamity. It would indeed, be an 
officious infult in good nature to allow itfelf 
the privilege of offering iniignificant ad- 
vice, to fuch an underftanding, as your own, 
fo eyercis'd in deep afflitSion : And yet, this 
laft great ftrpke* Co following upon the neck 
of others, almpft equally infupportable, com- 
pels and calls_upon the duties, both of pity 
and of friend&ip r to fayfpm?thing(how unfit 
ipever) to aflert .the part we bear, in fuch a 
trial of your excellence. 

■- Remember, Madam,- that you fuffer, in 
a. fuffering world. *Tis true, a thoufend, 
who haye none of your, accompliihments, 
have alfo none of your great griefs to ftrug- 
gle with. God meant uncommon minds, 
to bear uncommon' difpenfations r "Tis the 
justice of his. hand, as well as its feveriry, 
--—He tuits die labour to the ftrength ; and 
.-.!.': lends 
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lends us an example, in fuch resignation, 
and fuch piety as yours} for the. inftru&ion 
and advantage of the weaker. 

" It may, perhaps, be feme relief to think, 
if you have loft a bpfom friend, he too, 
has loft his pain, his difappvintmenti, and his 
injuries : "He is deliver'd from ingratitude 
and malice, and has. exchanged anxiety, for. 
endlefs bapfnnefs. If 'tis decreed, that you 
and all your dear loft comforts, are to meet, 
in a ferener world, and know each other 
there*, eonfider.Madam.jKw are moft to be la- 
mented,- who. are faft to tafte ajoy.thatthofe 
youinourn for, are now iharing — And.ifwjj 
muft not pleafe ourfelves with that delight* 
ful, and immortal hope, what motive can 
deferve our anguiih, that concerns a world, 
fo frail, and where our bleffings are (o (hprt 
and periming. 

I am afraid, I fay too much, yet feel, I 
fay too little. I mould fcarce.know, when 
to end, were my concern the meafure of 
my letter. I would have, waited on you, 
but I dare not truft my courage j yet, I fhall 
not long be able to ftay from you, tho' I 
know the weaknefs of all comfort, in fuch 
C 3 cafes 
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c^&asyreuf p^efcrtfone, w&gh is, tr^ly a#£ 
tfq&Pfnttly mo^rn'^ by, 

Madam, 

r V :. , ; , iTe/a' mefibuwbk 

■-'■ Jnd oh(4ieni Servant, 



■ 5 faW£ l h L 7?f* 
Mah&m, 

IC ON SID ER the honour of your 
frrendibip, and that inexprefiibfe plea- 
jure, which I receive from your correfpori- 
dence, as two of the greateft happmefles, 
I have met with in life. I wear with pride* 
the noble title, yon adorn me with, of your 
friend j and you will not wonder at the 
tranfport, which it gives me, when' you rer 
$e&, as you once did, thus divinely, 

** How few in all the tour of Kfe, we find, 
* f Who .either can impreve — or charm the 

Mind! 
*'■ Scarce can my thought, in alftheboafted 
> crowdi 

i*- Recal. one Jriea/ t to make my mem-'ry 

proud. But 
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Bof jrott add immediately after. 

* That much of fitttsry yottf jratfi has 

frpVd, 

* For you hare been, what others call be- 

lov'd." 

You will forgive me Madam, if loWerve, 
t&at&e.l^ of thefe two charming lines* 
is not a more felf-evident arid infallible Moth, 
than the p-fi is a natural im poffibilit-y . We 
could not flatter £1*0, were we neves fo incli- 
nable : One might &y perhaps a tkoufandt 
fhjngs t which CiU would thiakfaftery— but 
Clio would) in that,, as in moft other points, 
find nobody, who thought like ha- 
llow rapturous is 'that glow of fancy, 
which diftinguifhes your- writings 1 But you 
temper your muftis fire, like that of your 
eyes, with a gentle air of fweetnefs, which 
distedly foftens the radiance} I fay, divinely, 
becaufe it puts one naturally in mind, of 
what is faid of the divinity, in the originaf 
tif our 104th pfalm. 

The god-grae'd prefence hov'rirrgVJHgrft fill, 

JhgeM fit heralds^trf: the aimigSty's wHI. 

Ten-thotifrnd Aery ZiyiiOnfljj fiwcep htt.way, 

Nimble cbunereof his fway j. 
And round his- ttrfyki^ iaffingfwift, in blue 
ttxanders play. Yet 
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Yet, gracious, man's unequal eye to fcreen," 
Wifely, he ihades the toorefplendent fcenev* 
And, like a curtain widely drawn, fprcads 
out whole heaven between, 

I 6H0UJ.D never have done, if I allow 'd 
myfelf to fpeak of you, till I had nothing new 
to fay in your praife. I muft therefore, 
check the zeal of my inclination, as coach- 
men chain a wheel, when they defcend a 
fteep hill, that, by preventing it from turn- 
ing at all, they may be fure of its not turning 
too violently. It is impoffible to tell you, 
with how much refpeft and adtniration, J 
am 

Jdadapi, 

%bur moft obedient 
"Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



Madam, 

ISENDyou, enclos'd the paraphrafe 
on the 104th pfalin ; and have by me fe- 
veral of a like kind, which I have, formerly, 
found idle time to employ myfelf in, and 
which 
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which I will caufc to be copied fair, and 
fend you ; if this fpecimen does not happen 
to ftifle your curiofity, or, if your partiality 
to the fubjedl of divine poems, can be ftrong 
enough to balance the defecT:s they may. car- 
ry with them, in regard to their composition. 

At leaft, I have me, upon a' iubjedt, 
which I can almoft promife myfelf will en- 
title it to your favour, and it will alfo require 
a good fliare of your patience, for 'tis a very 
long one.— -'Tis ah epic poent, in twelve 
books, on the redemption of Ifrael by Gideon ; 
on the foundation of the ftory in the book 
bf "Judges. . 'Tis not legible in the foul 
draught, but I will have it writ fair, book 
by book, for your perufal, if you have cou- 
rage enough to refblve on going through 
with fp" formidable t a" mortification, as to 
pick out the^w things of the ftory, from 
jhe duUoncs of. 

Madam, 

Jour mofi obedient . 

And devoted Servant ', 

A. Hill. 
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To itfr POTE. 

Petty France, Wefiminfier^ 
January i8, 173 1. 
SIR, 

I Wish the plain deakn may be worth a 
place- in your library, fince, being, moft 
of them, mine, they are too much your due. 
to deferve your thanks, and too infignffi- 
cant to reward your notice. 

I send you, with, them, a little prefcnt, 
ftill more due to you y becaufe it was deri- 
ved from your inipiration three'or. four year* 
fince, in a finall branch of my family, not 
then eleven years old. She came to me one 
day 'In my ftudy, to return me your poems, 
and fupply herfelf with fome new book, as 
ufual i being willing to try her tafte, I gave 
her Blackmore'j Print* Axtkur 1 and told 
her very gravely,- that it was fo extraordinary 
a poem, that the author had been knighted 
for writing it. She took it, with great ex- 
pectation* and fhut herfelf up in her clofet 
the whole remainder of that day. But, 
next morning I was furprized to fee the 
book 
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You have more right, thin I, to the ver- 
fes, bevau/etb^y are the *ffc&. of your own 
genius, outworking nature, and creating 
judgment, m an infant-, who could fee you, 
but as mg faw the fun, by alight of your 
own fending, 

You have themj as they came out of her 
hand, withoirt &e leaft *etosehing or alte- 
ration. I wUJ remark but two things ; firft, 
'that the eight concluding lines (at an, age 
too weak for art, and fpeaking the language 
of pure truth and nature) contain a forcefcl 
pxample of the influence of good poetry, and 
of bat?, which might have given reft fty the 
mnft of Sfr Rrcftard Blachnore\ had he hVed 
to- fee and confider it. And the ficond 're* 
mark (which I make with moft pfeafare) 
is, how natural it is in my famiry to love 
and admire you. 

If, after this^ 1 mould inform yon, that I 

have a- gentle complaint Co- make to, and a>- 

gain&you, concerning fa paragraph m the 

notes of a late edition of the Dunciad, I fear, 

you 
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yon would think your crime too lktie, to de- 
fcrve the punifhment of fo long a letter, as 
you are doomed to, on that iubjtft, from, 

Sir, 

Tour moft bumble, and 
Moft obedient Servant ', 
A. Hill. 

To David Mallet, E/q; 

Saturday, Feb, 6, 173 u 
Dear Sir, 

WILL you pardon a love of fincerity, 
which obliges me to confefs I. am 
difappointed upon reading your tragedy ? 
The opinion, I had conceived of your ge- 
nius, encouraged me to hope a good play, 
whereas, I muft own to you, I found it 
an inimitable one. 

You have one fault furprizingly pecu- 
liar, you are almoft every where unnatural ; 
for you begin with confummate perfection, 
and obferve no degrees in your excellence. 
If 
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If poets can, in reality, be infpired, you 
ieem entitled to the distinction ; for, Since 
I fee not what earthly example could have 
raiied you to the heights you fet out at, I 
muft fuppofe you indebted to fome nobler 
original. 

Believe not, that I am exccflive, in dc- 
fcribing the pleafure, you have given me ; 
I do not think it poffible to overpraife the 
author of fuch njirjiplay, as Eur i dice. 

I wish you had been a witnefs to the 
tears, it occasioned, in a little audience, which 
my family compofed about me. They 
would have warranted, at once, the nnceri- 
ty of my opinion, and the future fuccefs of 
your tragedy, in its representation ; when, if 
you mark a dry eye, during many of your 
moving Scenes, you may conclude it the Sign 
of great ignorance, or inhumanity. 

From my foul, Sir, I congratulate you, 
upon your unavoidable reputation, and my 
country, upon your genius, which will cer- 
tainly do us honour, and could never have 
rifen at a time, which more wanted, or left ho- 
ped it. 

You 
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Yotr move all the paffiorts very ftrongfy 
in their turna ; : I experienced the farce of 
three of them; m a very hew and extraordi- 
nary.manner. The^r/2, Ifdt, was adibita* 
tab, at your noble and fokmri operiihg t 
— The fecond was terror, left you fhoofcl 
find it impoflible, after fo prodigious a firft 
a£t, not to ilacken your energy* in the pio- 
grefs j but my ftWfW paffion was pity^ at mj' 
own miftake of your greatnefs, who could 
excel all the world in the firft acts, and 
thofe firft in the following. 

There is fuch fcope of invention in. your 
pkn, fuch a maftery In the turn of your in- 
cidents, fuch a delicate humanity in you* 
conduct, fo much nature and force in your 
fentiments, and fuch propriety in your cha- 
racters and exprcffion, that nobody can 
know how far you ought to be admired, 
who has not the theory of criticifm, to a de- 
gree not too common at prefent ; - and this 
I take to be the only infelicity of which you 
can juftly be apprehenfive. 

I will fend you a prologue, becaufeyou 

Would have itfoj but the porcb, I thiok, 

and the buildings ought to have beep tht? 

wor,lC 
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work -of the hvacjkilfularcbitt£l.--~l(t\itxt 
ifi a word in the tragedy that can be chang- 
ed for a better, it is Lycopbron t which (if my. 
ear does not deceive me) might, with more 
mufic, be Ztnopbon, or fome other Greek 
name ; and fince you have dignified Meliffa 
into Eurydice, you have as undoubted a 
light to new-name the/<j» as the mother. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Tour mji bumble, and 
Moft obedient Servant, 

A. Hill.; 



To Mr Mallet. 

Feb. 9, 173 x. 
Dear Sis, 

YOUR letter is too obligingly fenfible 
of the truths, which mine told yoij, 
and which were fo evidently your due, that 
they had not the leaft claim to your recei- 
ving them as a favour. 

I am glad the prologue pleafes you; it 

Wight, I am ftue, to have been much better 

than 
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than it is, to have deferred fo graceful & 
compliment, as that, which you have drawn 
from it. 

I am very willing to come into Mr 
Wilk's fentimente. — - My knowledge of his 
genteel addrefs, and a certain peculiar art, 
which you lituft haveobferved.in him, of 
enforcing a tender meaning, by his foft and 
dewy manner of fhedding it into ' the ear, led 
me, I believe, to add thofe four lines more 
than were neceffary ; but the prologue 
would clofe more proper and full, where 
he willies to end it. 

Shall I give a friendly proof, how fin- 
cerely I expreffed my delight at what I 
found in your play, by remarking to you 
one thing, that I miffed in it. It dwells fo 
ftrongly on my memory, that it has been up- 
permost, ever fince I read it j and I can think 
of no want but this, which can give room 
to the malice of a willing [critic, to enter 
his point without breaking it. 

Some of them would be glad to pretend, 

that the moral is'not fo clearly explained, as 

they expected ; that Periander and Burydice 

are fo charmingly recommended to pity 

-and 
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4nd eftcem of the audience, that their fuffer- 
ings will appear unjuft, and imply anaccu- 
ifatioii of providehce, for neglect of a virtue 
fo amiable, and yet fo unhappy. 

Suppose, to prevent this malevolence, 
Tdbnidas, upon fight of the expiring queen, 
fhould burft into a complaint, tending fo 
fuch diitruft ofthejuftice of heaven?— It 
would be in character, and fuited to the 
warmth of his honeft heart. And this 
might naturally awaken Periander info an 
exclamatory and pathetic anfwer.— A confef- 
fion, in juftification of jprovidence, drawn 
from conicious remembrance of his own 
breach of oath, in prolonging his father's 
ufurpation, and with-holding the Corinthian 
liberty : A guilt, which makes jufi his own 
.fufferings, in the lofs of all, that was dear to 
his wifhes, and the total deftruction of his 
own family. And under this agony and ■ 
confternation of foul, he might folemnly 
fwear to die, after performing his vow, as 
difdaining to live himfelf, after being 
deprived of her life, which was dearer 
to him, than his own, and who had died but 
for bis offences. ■ ■ ■ 

D WoulO 
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Would not this ftrike your moral into 
the hearts of every hearer, ? — Methinks, it 
would add great terror to that^Vy, you have 
fo finely moved in your cataftrophe, and 
fend us away full of thoughts on the awful 
judgment, that muft always follow guilty 
however mitigated by our virtues. 

I offer it to your thoughts, whe,re f whe- 
ther it has weight or no, I am fure it will be 
received, as a token, how truly and unxefer- 
vedly I am, 

Dear, Sir, 

Tour moft humble, and 
Moll obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 



To Mr Popb. 

Wefiminfter, Feb. 10, 1.73.1. 
SIR, 

IAm obliged to you for your letter from 
Parfon's Green, and come heartily into 
the propofal it begins with : A mutual re- 
folutioa to forget in each, other the appear- 
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ance of every thing, that has been diftafteful 
to either, agrees, I am fure, with the affec- 
tion I feel for you at my heart, where it is 
founded on a natural ftrength, both of rea- 
fou, and of inclination. 

The Caveat began, originally, with the 
vifion.— I added not, till after it was finiflied, 
thofe lines, among which are the unlucky 
ones,, that difpleafed you. I was fearful, left 
without fomething of that kind, by way of 
introduction, the reader might think him- 
felf puihed too abruptly into the allegory. 
But I confefs it /was unreafonabte . in me to 
covet your. praife, which I delighted in, un- 
der the veil of an allegory, and explain my 
cenjure too openly, in which I could take no 
pleafure. 

The truth is, I loved you fo well, of 
thought of you fo often, that it was not eafy 
fbr me, in any- humour, to write verfe, and 
not" dwell upon you. . Have you never been 
jeahtu of a favourite miftrefs ? ■ — Have you 
never, under a pique at her fuppofed neglect, 
faid what me- could no more deferve, than 
you could think {he did, upon copier reflec- 
tion ? — And have jou not found, after all, 
thatyou were neverthelefs her lover ? 

D 2 Your 
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Your offer is very kind, to prevail on the 
editor of the Dunciad, to leave out the note, 
or declare that I was not meant in it j — but 
I am fatisfied : — It is over, and deferves no 
more of your application. 

I agree with you, it is morality makes us 
beloved : I know it from the effect of your 
writings, where I but admire the harmony 
and the elegance, while I love the generality 
and the candor of the fentiments. — I prefer 
too, as you do, friead/bip, and the honeft en- 
joyments of life, to fame and noify praifes ; 
but I am glad you are happier than you wifh 
to be, who enjoy both benefits together. 

Yet, if there were nothing defireable in 1 
fame^ there could be nothing deteftable in 
jlander ; and your honeft uneafinefs, at being 
thought worfe than you are, would, in that 
cafe, be in danger of pafiing for a weaknefs. 

I know, however, that you confider 
praife in a nobler light than vanity. There 
is, in fame, the prolongation of a good man's 
example, which his natural life, being too 
Ihort to extend fo far as he vrifties, that 'de- 
fed: 
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fe&isfuppliedby the fecond life he receives 
&om his memory. 

I have feen, and been afliamed of that 
low turn, which Mr. Dermis "gave to your, 
good-nature. -Where a man's pafltons are 
tod' ftrong for his' virtues, his fufpicion wilt 
be too hard for his prudence. He has often 
been weak enough to treat you in a manner, 
that moves too much indignation againit 
himfelf, not to. leave it unneeefiary for you* 
alio to punifh htm. — Neither of us would 
chufit-him for * friend; but none of the 
frailties of his temper, any more than the 
heavy formalities of his ftyk, can prevent 
your acknowledging, there is often weight 
in his arguments, and matter, that deferves 
encouragement, to be met with in his wri- 
tings. 

I will foon, Sir, convince you, that my 
fenfibilityis notfo tender as you fuppofe it 
to be ; I am fo far from an inclination to de- 
fend fome pieces, which I was too much a 
boy, when I publithed, that I embrace all 
occasions of expofing them, myfelf, to the 
contempt they have merited. — Let me ap- 
peal, for one inftance, to the Plain Dealer, 
Numb. 10, wherein you may fee I am fo 
D 3 unnatural 
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unnatural a parent, as to have loft all jny 
primitive fondnefs, of an offspring, you may 
imagine to be ftill my favourites, * 

I AM already too much obliged, not tq 
bluih at your mention of the Odyfey t with 
a view of fending it to my daughter, an4 
Jhe is too inguifitive a lover of what gives 
her inflru&ton, with d$gbt y to have been 
Satisfied without finding in her clofet what* 
' ever (he had heard ym had published. 

As a. gfpof, hqw determined I am 1o 
throw nothing upon the world that may. 
give you Gaufe of complaint* I will fend; ycai, 
in manufcript, the Effey on Propriety, as 
foon as it is finiuSed. I da the fame now 
by a fmalter piece, I am about to publiih, 
becaufe you will find yourfelf concerned in 
fome part of it ; and I will alter and give a 
general turn to any particular that relates, tp 
you t if you but mark the place with a ■$»» 
when you fend back the paper to, 

Sir, 

Tour mofi bumble, 

Jlnd mofi obedient Servant, 
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$0 $%• Mallet, 

Feb. 12, 173 1. 
Dear Sir-, 

TH E effe£ of this vexatious cold, on 
my throat, not allowing ftie for fomft 
days yet t the enjoyment of an evening with 
you and Mr Wiiks i I am obliged to trouble 
you with another letter in explanation of 
my lail ; and to thank you for the favour of 
your anfwer. 

You enforce my belief of the fincerity 
^rou ane'rt in the firft paragraph, by that un T 
<LeniabIe proof in the fecond, where you 
confefs, with fo generous a franknefs, that 
what appeared, to me, the moral, upon 
which you had formed your Tragedy, was 
310 part of your intention. 

It is- plain, then, what I told you, in a 
former, you were infpired ! — You had the 
help of fome bofom angel, and knew it not. 
But let me never ftand in the way of that 
archer, when he takes true aim, who can 
thus bit the white of a mark, and declare he 
tfhoots Blindfold/ 

D 4 I was 
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I was far from imagining you had meant 
any other moral ; and though, as you oh- 
ferve, the foundation of the play i&jeakufy, 
and another moral might haye been drawn 
from the fatality of rafh refolutions, you 
will perceive, upon the comparifon, a ftrong- 
ly vifible difference, between the moral 
which enforces itfilf, and that which might 
have been forced from your Tragedy. 

Had Periander'% misfortunes been owing 
to any private guilt of his life, Eurydicevmu\d 
have deferved no Chare in his puniftiment, 
becaufe ignorant of his guilt, at leaft,unable 
to prevent it j and then her wrongs*&.rid her 
death had been a kind of impeachment of 
the divine diftribution of juftice : whereas 
me cannot be fuppofed ignorant of an oath 
that was publickly made for the liberties of 
the public, and broken, as publickly, by 
Periander, to the enflavement of his coun- 
try. — And, fuppofing this done, before (he 
became his wife, her joining herfelf after- 
wards to his perfon, joined her alfo to his 
guilt, and amounts to a jufHfication of that 
judgment, which makes her a partner in his 
deftrudtion. 

Nsi, 
11 
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Neither can there be a more awful lef- 
fon than arifes from our. obfervation, that 
Periander, who difappointed the hopes, and 
invaded the rights of a people, though he 
governed them wkh wifdom and equity, 
fell a facrifice, in revenge for their injury, 
by the hand of a mindful providence ; afflict- 
ing him .moft on that quarter, whence he 
moft hoped for comfort j embroiling his 
ftate in rebellion, in order, by admiffion of 
Procles, to give rife to thofe ftrong fpurces 
of jealoufy, which, out of his. very victory, 
produced his ruin ; as if to convince him, 
that his punifhment, though private, was 
derived from a public calamity, becaufe his 
crime againft the public had occafioned. it. 
For, it is evident, there had been no founda- 
tion for the jealoufy of Periander, had he not 
been tyrant of Corinth. • 

Besides, had your moral token its turn 
from the jealoufy alone, that parHon had 
ilood in no need of revolutions in govern- 
ment. — It had been jufter for both Peri- 
ander and Procles to have been ruined, by 
the perianal effects of jealoufy, without in- 
volving the interefts of a nation ; whereas, 
id the other more public light, you raife the 
importance 
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importance of your Story, attach the general, 
to die particular {offering's; augment the* 
terror, refine the pity, vindicate the punifli- 
tnent, and exalt the moral taf your fubjedt. 

f Htis, Sir, thofe incidents and iefiturienM 
by wliich (if I dare believe it) yt>u deiigried 
only to more and amufe, perform what you 
defigned in the rfioft divine and exalted 
manner ; as they are the road through 
Which you lead us, to fee guilt tremble at 
judgment; the effect whereof upon the 
fear and the pity of mankind, will not only 
tnjiite,'h\xt alfd vindicate your reputation. 

It you reflect on jthe Jpring of all that 
faffionate enthufiaftn, which moves your read- 
ers fo ftrongly, in the frequent invocations 
and appeals to heaven, throughout your 
Tragedy, you will be tempted ftill fo height- 
en it, by fprinkling a hint, here. and there, in 
a fingle line, juft to awaken, in' the proper 
places, an apprehenfion of impending provi- 
dence, and excite this religious terror in the 
minds of the audience. 

I am fo charmed with your Play, and fo 

fure of the future celebration of your name, 

for (his and many other Tragedies, that will 

b« 
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he an honour the Britifti nation, that I 
could not ktave pardon'd myfelf the meanrujs 
of a jeaUHts filence, in a point, which I throw, 
like a wheat-grain, into a glebe that will im- 
prove it in a hundred harvefts j and *h< 
more they fliall nourilh to your glory, the 
awre incrcafc will they give to the delight, 
with which i am moft warmly and affec- 
tionately, 

X>tar Sir, 

Ybur moft humble 

And Obedient Servant, 

A. Hill, 



Ttt Mr Mallet, 

Feb. 18, 1731, 
Gear Sir, 

I Receive every letter you fend me with 
new pleafure, becaufe it is fine to dtifto- 
ver new virtue in the fender. 

If ever I diueht from Mr Malkt's opi- 
nion, it mud be only when he fpeafcs of 
himfelf : and, for this reafon, I cannot al- 
low 
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low you - to apply the watd fault, as you do,- 
in your laft; but it. would, indeed, be a 
fault, in me, not to be charmed with an ex- 
cellence, in your mind, which, it has given 
you the occafion of difcoverihg; 

, Though I.admire your Play, to a degree 
that I am not able to expreis, yct,Tambut 
half fatisfied with my own admiration of it. 
— Would you know what is wanting to fa- 
tisfy me entirely ? — It is' the power of ma- 
king every body as much your admirer, as I 
am. But this, your Tragedy, will be abler 
to dp for you; than your jriends ; tho* they 
will be as many as your readers, and your 
audience. ' 

Upon, my brother's informing me, what 
want you were in of an epilogue, I have 
written the enclofed, and feal it up, to be 
brought you before you go out in the morn- 
ing- 

I have thrown into it as much humour 
as I could, at (a fhort a warning ; and ad- 
apted it to the livelinefs and fpirit of Mifs 
Robinfon'% turn, if I remember her right j 
for 
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for it is a good while, fince I law her. I 
am, with all the warmth of good wilhes and 
friendship, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moji Obedient, 

' And moft bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



To Mr Mallet. 

Feb. 23, 1731. 
Dear Sir, 

I Was prefent, laft night, at the firft re- 
pfefentation of your Play, with a plea- 
fiire, even too great to be outweighed by my 
mortification at obferving, how little advan- 
tage it received from the acting. 

To fpeak, frankly, my fentiments of the 
matter, you had full juflice done you by none 
of the players, except the two, who afted 
the parts of fyonidas and Polydor : — They 
were touch 'd, and touch'd their bearers; 
for they fpoke feelingly, that is A naturally, 
and without that flags vice, their eternal af- 
fectation 
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fetation of forced tone, wkh which they 
cover and efface the paffions, they are en- 
deavouring to heighten. 

Even thejuftly admired Mrs "Porter ne- 
ver went to the heart, but when ihe aided 
what (hcjaid, by what me aQed. — There is 
a juftnefs, and grace, and a fpirit, in many 
of her movements and attitudes, that muft 
ftrike all mankind, with an irrefiftible admi- 
ration. — But ihe began, and went through 
the whole of what you meant Eurydice 
ihouldyay, with a kind of whining monotony, 
that produced two very unlucky effects : — 
The firft, that we loft two words in five of 
every thing, ftie meant, we mould hear and 
diflinguilh : — And the fecond, that we were 
deprived, by her continued identity of tone, 
of that touching pain and pleafure, ihe might 
have given us, had ihe varied her look, and 
her voice, with all that fo beautiful variety 
ofoccafion, you- have put into her power, 
in a long and lively! intermixture of many, 
very different paffions. 

I will explain to you what'I mean,. by 

varying their looks, by deiiring you- to ob** 

ferve Mr. Mills, when he is torn, with all 

that 
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that ftosm of affliction and anger, you have 
overloaded him with : You will remark, 
that, in the rnidft of alt his flattings, and 
coavulfive agitations of body, he looks not;, 
as if he were in earneft : — at Ieaft, he wants 
weight, and, appears too light, for the fo- 
leoan dignity of hi6 fowow, which is occa- 
fionedby his-w/ knowing, or remembering, the 
harmony between the eyes, and the organs 
of the veice. --- Let a man, for example, fix 
his eyes in an angry, or a forrowful loci, and- 
then pronounce the fofteft, or the kindeft 
fpeech- of teve^jey, or frtendjhip, — he will 
fend, that, 'till his look is as kind as his mean* 
ing, his voice will found nothing but difcord 
and barjhnefs. 

But I have runj I don't know how, into 
a length, I defigned not ; for I only meant 
to tell you, that I was truly pleafed with Mr 
Wilis, in tht prologue t and, ftjll more in the 
mufici-room, where I obferved him, aptly, 
and generpufly touched with, a manly and 
companionate tendernefs ; which gave me as- 
ftrong an efteem for him, as ever I drew 
from the vivacity, the grace, and the gen- 
teelnefs of his AStion. And, after I had told 
you tbisy I meant to complain of the inde- 
cent 



iBV Google 



48 Original Letters. 
cent, not to fay impudent, . liberty, whiqj] 
C—b—r (I conclude it him from his known 
fhamefefihefs) has taken to alter, difmem- 
ber, and deftroy the humour and propriety 
of my Epilogue. I am the eafie'ft, of a thou- 
fand, to fubmit my own to my friend's opi^ 
nion ; but have too juft a contempt for that 
perfon, and his notions, to have allowed him 
the licence he has been permitted to affume, 
had I had the leaft previous notice of his 
intention. 

I promise myfelf, however, the juftice of 
your not fuffering my Epilogue to come a- 
broad, in the chequer-work, this Merry- 
andrew has drefled it in ; and have then 
nothing to add, but my afiurance, with what 
truth and friendship I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mojl humble ; 

And obedient Servant. 

A. Hill; 
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7h Lord TyRConnel. ; 

March 10, 173 1. 
My Lord, 

IT is impoffible for men, who, -can think 
at ijU, not to think nobly of your Jpirit, 
when they examine it, by that bravery of 
goodnefs, you have fhewn, in behalf of the 
fatherl«fs, motherlefs, and, but for you; the 
lifelefs Mr. Savage. 

It is ufual, fof great men, to begin their ' 
notice of a man of worth, at the eftabliih- 
ment o£hi$ fame, or the enlargement of his 
Prosperity j but your Lordmip's more gener 
rous regard, for this unhappy kinfman, took 
commencement from his mifery j and, then, 
firft avowed his blood, and afferted his good 
qualities, when all the Meaner tVorld would 
have, began to defert, even diftinBion itfelf; 
and been afraid to defend good fortune. 

Bbt it is too little to fay, you have been 
generous : — You have been wife, in what 
your pity has done for him ; fin.ce, in one 
nobler fenfe, you are a gainer, upon all the 
charge you have been at, in comfortipg the 
£ Kfe, 
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life, you have faved him : For, by that hu- 
manity, the whole amount of his future vir- 
tues (lands transferred to your Lordfhip. 

— Whatever good he does ; whatever love 
he merits, muft be yours ; and nothing left 
him, which the world will call his own, ex- 
cept he fliould have follies, which, I hope, 
he has not, becaufe tnofe^they will confefs 
bis only. ... 

My prefent purpofe was no more, than 
to beg your Lordfhip's acceptance of a trifle, 
I am about to publifh. 

But I would not lofe the opportunity of 
adding, with what juftice, I difcern, and ad- 
mire die generous firmnefs of your heart, 
and uncommon beauty of your Companion. 

— Permit me, therefore, to fubfcribe my- 
felf, with a difinterefted and fincere refpeft, 

My Lord, 

Tour Lord/hip's mofi obedient. 

And mofi humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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To Sir Robert Walpole.' 

'Mahb 12, 1731. 
SIR, 

TO addrefs a great man, without flat- 
tery y would be a little too odd, and 
unreafonable j if there were not Tome like- 
lihood, that the very novelty may be a 
means of recommending it to your notice. 

\_, I begin with afking your pardon, for 
the trifling prefent 1 make you, of a po- 
jem, you are not the fubjeft of: and which* 
Jitving neither apprehenfions : from your 
fewer, nor expectations from your bounty, is 
ambitious (among all the great things, you 
have to beftow) of nothing further than 
your gttentioftt 

As I am one of the few empfhaticatyrw? 
men, under your care, who enjoy a life without 
ambition or dependence, Hook without par- 
tiality upon a world, in which X am refolv'd to 
he no adlor ; and having often confider'd the 
fpr ing of that ungenerous prppenfity, among , 
ftifglijhpten, to encourage the moft malignant 
flanders* if they are levell'd at a powerful mi* 
E3 nijier, 
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nijier, I think, the caufe will fooner be fourth 
in the deceiv'd expectation, than in the Hl-na~ 
tare of the people; or in their attachment to 
the interefh of their mijleaders. 

They have little knowledge of power : iSut 
they have a kind of general, blind hope, from 
if j that, in fotoe fort or other, they are to be 
ike better, for the good forturie of their gover- 
nors ; and when they find themfelves dis- 
appointed, they take their revenge in rait- 
ing ; and propagate the railings of others, 
who, have clofer reafons for their bitternefs. 

. So the clamour isbeguft, by the 1 envy of 
a few diftane'd rivals, and made general by 
the difcontent of an unmeaning multitude; 
v'-io, looking inwardin vain, and recollecting 
nothing grofs enough for their feeling, m 
honour of the minifter, are Under- a duU 
kind of neceffity to believe what is reported 
Co his prejudice. 

In this fituation, your moftr mortifying 
circumftance feems to arife, from the faint 
and timorous justifications you are excus'd 
by, on one hand, againft the bold and im- 
placable charges, you are provok'd by on 
*he other. For your friends^ being friends of 

i " . . y our 
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your power, defend you with an interested 
apprehenfion, that keeps one eye behind 
them : whereas your enemies are . the ene- 
mies of your perfon, and affault you with an 
inveterate and never-refting animofity. 

Metbinks an eafy remedy againft all 
this, would be for great minifters to render 
themfelves as popular, as they are public : In 
which cafe your friends would lofe their 
fears, and efpoufe you more boldly ; — and 
your enemies would lofe their hopes, and at- 
tack you more faintly. 

A minister, while he ftands too high to 
lookdown upon acGmmontruth,may wonder 
to hear it faid, that it is eafy to become popu- 
lar ; but we fee this plainly, who are out of 
the dufly thztbirroxxTifts you great men, in your. 
motion ; and makes you too blind, or too 
bufy, to difcern what lies under foot, and is 
trod upon in the hurry of your circle. 

There are a thoufand little arts of charm- 
ing a people, no way of importance enough 
to make a queftion offtate; yet of eafe and 
fatisfa&ion to the body of a nation : And 
to be doing' and talking of fuch purpofes, 
would be onefure, and fpreading means 
E3 of 

nw-^i^GoO^It: 
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of turning the tide of popularity, in your; 
favour. Then the writers, who feem, fo; 
earner!:. to do juftice to your character, in- 
filling timely, and with delicacy on fuch 
aSts or intentions ; instructing the people to 
feel, what they owe you in thefe domeftic 
confiderations, would .meet another land 
of fuccefs, than has attended their unfyi- 
rited negatives ; too tame or too angry, to 
attract veneration to your name, or even to 
bear up their own figure, againft the 
ftrength, and vivacity of the writers, in the 
oppofite intereft. 

I would have had the honour to explain 
myfelf upon ibme heads to this purpofej 
but that I remember'd, you, Sir, can never 
be fo fure as 1 am, that I have no view be- 
low that purpofej for (if it does not ap- 
pear too cynical to declare it,) I am apter fat 
pity your greatnefs, for the freedom it robs 
you of, than to envy your po-^ner, for the 
enlargement of your difiinSiion. 

' Another road to popularity, tho' of left 
- immediate ufe 3 becaufe it regards the efieem 
pf the world, when you will be out of the 
reach qf its tpaiice t is, the encouragement o( 
$bk writers : But on this, having faid Corner 
thing 
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thing in the printed meets, I will only pre- 
sume to add, in behalf of that great genius, 
I have nam'd in the fifteenth page of the de- 
dication, that he feems, for many reafons, 
the moft worthy your notice, of any riling 
character, I know ; and this for three rea- 
fons, more efpecially : firft, becaufe he is 
moft able to deferve it ; the fecond, becaufe 
he k leaft able to forget it ; and the third, 
becaufe he neither expects nor defires it. 

You may think, Sir, juftly enough, that I 
affume too much liberty, when, without the 
honour of your acquaintance, I am recom- 
mending another to your favour. Yet the 
worft, I hope, mat can be faid of it, is, that 
I am afting the part of a cowardly foldter, 
who, being confcious he is no willing fighter, 
and not defirous of advancing farther for- 
ward than befits hisjpirit, putties a better 
man into danger, for fear he fhould bimjelf 
be fuppos'd ambitious of a diftinSiion, he 
has not courage to be fond of, I am, 

Sir, ' 

Jour moft bumble 

And moft obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 

E 4 
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feb, 20, 173 1. 
Madam, 

I HAVE the bappineft, at my return 
from fome diftant applications, to meet 
under your own lovely hand, in the letter, 
you did my fpoufe the honour to write hep, 
the confirmation of that health we are forr 
ever wiChing yQU ; and I cannot defcribe the 
joy it gives us all, to hear of the happy conr 
clufion of that long-wifti'd affair at Stanley. 
May it produce every bleffing on every fide, 
that your qwn beft hopes prppos'd or, e,Xr 
pe&ed from it- 

Our fatisfaftion would have been com- 
pleat, were Mifs Lowtber confirm'd in her 
• recovery, as, I am fure, fhe would foon be, 
if her refolution would take part with your 
tendernefs, and allow her to undergo the 
fhort difagreeablenefs of the remedies, you, 
would recommend to her : We all beg he,r 
to accept of our moft humble fervice, and 
our beft wishes : We are ever remembring 
and talking of you, with the pleafure fp 
infeparable from your image, in the breafts, 
of all, who have been blefs'd with yourfo- 
ciety, or felt the influence of your accom- 
plilhments. 

- -' . ,- We 
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We are extremely glad to hear that good 
lady, your Aunt, enjoys forne ftiare of health, 
this bad feafon ; .for thearTedtionate an4 ten- 
der delight, with which it is natural for you 
to exprefs yourfelf, when you fpeak of that 
excellent relation ; arid the charming des- 
criptions, you have given us of her virtue?, 
and her generofity, have fo fixed her upon 
pur memory that we think of her, with a 
refpedl and tendernefs, as if we top, as well as 
yourfelf t had the honour to be her relations. 

We offer our very humble fervice to Mr. 
Lowtber, whofe good nature, fo obligingly, 
inclin'd him to Ihare the fatigue of our firlt 
day's journey ; but who, that is part of you, 
can want the good nature, that fo amiably 
.diftinguiflies you! — I mall trouble Mr. 
Lowther with a letter, in a little time, and 
have the honour, alfp, to write to you, upon 
.the fame fubjeft. 

Among the multitude of thanks, due 
Jo you, let me not forget your ineftimable 
letters. When you write, you have the 
power to itrip abfence of its melancholy; 
for they who read you, have the blefllng 
of depeiving themfelves into an imagination, 
that 
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that they fee and bear you ; but when bpfi- 
nefs, or the night has robb'd them of the 
power of looking upon what you have writ- 
ten, the remembrance of 'it but adds to the 
many reafons they had before, to be unhappy 
by their diftance from you. — I have the 
honour to be, with the moftlafling admira- 
tion arid refpeft,. 

Madam, 
four moji oblidg'd, and 

Mofi obedient bumble Servant, 
A. Hill. 



To Mr. Mallet. 

March 22, 1731. 
Dear Sir, 

I Cannot help confefling, that every 
letter I receive from you, gives new en- 
creafe to my vanity ; not from what you fay 
in my favour, but becaufe the manner in 
which you exprefe your own thoughts, dis- 
covers fo uncommon a depth, with fo une- 
quall'd a delicacy, that I feel a kind of pride 
in the proofs you tranfpbrt me with, that it 
was not partiality, but penetration, which 
induc'd 



-, -Google 



Original Letters. 55 
induc'd me to fo inviolable an efteem of Mr. 
Mallet. 

, I mighIt have fpar'd all advice to the 
foets, who are rifing, under the tf£hl of 
your living example j and fince providence 
does nothing in vain, I begin to flatter my- 
self, that this reptile age, is, to cafi its ikin 
of dullncfs, and renew itfelf into colours fit 
for your genius to fhine upon. 

There is a- mortal mufe, in my family, 
who is confcious enough of your intereft in 
the true Urania, to be afliam'd of her name 
when the fcribles any thing in juilice to Eu~ 
^ryaHce ; and yet was unable to reiift the temp*- 
tation of fetting it to a proof, that me did 
.not read you, like a girl of the modern m*- 
nufa&ure. I ought not to put it out of my 
own hands, where, (he knew, it would meet 
with indulgence j but that I am enough 
pleas'd with it to apply to you, the words of 
your name-fake, and predeceffor, ting David, 
— Out of the mouth of babes and fuckiings, 
Thou baftvrdainedjlrength, , 
Jam, Dear Sir, 

Tour mofl Obedient 

Bumble Servant. 

A. Hill. 



is, Google 



60 QrignVal Letters. 

1o Mr Booth. 

March 2$, 1731. 
S 2R, 

IT H A N K you for the obliging re- 
proach, you have made me, for a forget- 
fdlnefs, I could never have been capable of, 
if the information I promis'd to give you, a- 
bout Tork Stock, was to have brought you 
any caution of immediate confequence to 
your intereft in the company. 

But- as I faw no profpefi: of a fuddea 
change, to any confiderable degree, either 
one way or the other, I propos'd not to 
fay what I thought, of the flock's advancing 
or falling, till I faw the event of a fecret 
tranfa&ion, relating* to the difcharge of the 
company from the weight of the long bonds, 
which become due, next year, and are the 
only cloud of confequence, that hangs over 
their expectations. 

You mail, certainly, know the progrefs 
pf this defign, in a few days. 

As for the poem you are fo kind to, J 

know enoughfof Mr, Booth's Judgment, to be 

truly 
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truly pleas'd with his praifet ; and enough 
of his goodnature, to be afraid , he hasjudg'd 
too partially ; but it was certainly writ to 
good purpofe, if it has merited your appro- 
bation. : 

I am, with die moft earneft good wiflies 
for your recovery of that health, the want 
of which is a public calamity, 

Sir, .'; 

liar moft humbk 

■ Jndmojt Oledient Servant. 

A. Hill. 



May 9, 173 1, 
SIR, 

IMUS T deny iriyfelf the pleafure of that 
agreeable evening, you propofe, with 
yourfelf, and that gentleman (of whom 
you drew fo pleaiing a picture) yet a little 
longer ; till I can bring an attention lefs per- 
plex'd than at prefeht,' with a hundred af- 
fairs of too dry a nature, to deferve the de- 
light of being mix'd with good company; 
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'.. In the mean .tkne, to Wwejr that part-of 
your letter, that regards SaitHfriJfrt J rmut 
confeft,- flic- is, (as. you cow give^w her di- 
menfions) a good deal x.oojhort, for.a lady 
of fo much beauty and merit. Yet I cannot 
agree with you> that aooo lines- make jthe 
length of a moderate Tragedy J Fr^m 1500 by 
1800 is the length which; will always go 
beft off; and the nearer theyfry? of the two 
numbers, the better : flnce, if there is no spi- 
rit and worth in a Play, the audience will 
never complain of its ihortnefs; and where, 
as in your cafe, there is merit znAjire, they 
will rife with an appetite, and return the 
fooner again, if it is fhbrt ; as they have not 
been fatiated with the pleafure. 

There feems, however, an abfolute.ne-' 
cefiity,- of adding about 400 lines : But I 
am, by no means, for throwing oat ' the fo- 
reign incident s becaufe I think you may ap- 
propriate it to the o&iou and moral of th? 
Play; and derive a -dignity ajid importance 
from it, beyond what your Tragedy could 
be capable of, without ft. 

Suppose, for example, a ftrong, but ferret 

paffion, to have been advane'd to a mutual 

contract 
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oontra&, between Betlari* and Saebariffai 
and only prudentiaily conceal'd from the 
father's knowledge, ufxm apprehenfion of kit 
refufal, on account of ibme family oppoufcoa 
of interefta. . ' 

Suppose too, that Guelderkndhada vio- 
lent pafljon for hep» and propos'd to marry 
Eloifa, but that the duke, growing, jealous of 
this match, left it might Weaken the loyalty 
of fo powerful afubjeit, as Scqvolm, recom- 
jnend$ Bdfario to Ebifa t and inilfts, percmp- j 
torily,, , oft jthe father's, obedience ? there- 
by to dUappoint the intentions >of -GutUa"- 
iattd. : -.:-'.; 

This naturally may be fuppos'd to have 
ibrc'd from Sacharijja, the fecret of. her 
paffion for Bellario ; notwithstanding which, 
and all the tears, prayers, and perfuafions of 
his daughter, the old man's obftinate loy- 
alty compells Efoifa to marry him ; and 
Beilarit(s . fear of the duke, neceflitated his 
compliance. 

The dijirefs of your chief characters be- 
ing thus •oifible— -the pity of the audience is fe- 
cur'd for them, notwithstanding their guilty 
amour ; but what is ftill a furtherance, to- 
wards 
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wards the merit of your plan, this difappointfi 
ment, irritating Guelderkutdto revenge, ' may 
be fupp'os'd the irfotiv* of that attempt , in 
which he mifcarried, and was made a' captive. 
And the retirement of Scavolus from powfr, 
may be represented, as a defign, to give peace 
to his country, by removing his influence 
from all occafion of inflaming the .envy of 
GuelderlanSi party. 

ThXs will naturally bring' oh the taidfiro^ 
pbe> and lengthen the Tragedy, to its men- 1 
tioned extent! And when you have done 
what you think proper upon this pfan, oi 
any other, to the like purpofe, if you fend 
me the Play again, you may depend on the 
fincereft' advice andififtance in the power of, 1 

' Sir, 

Tour moji obedient 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hli.Lv 
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To Mr Popb* 

Sept. 17, 173 1, 
Dear Sir, 

IT will never be in my power to forget, 
how companionate you have been, in 
falling and fending fo often;— -It is plain, you 
have none of the fajhionable want of feeling 
for the calamities of others ; and, when I re-* 
fled:, that you are kind enough to concern 
yourfelf for mine, it brings me nearer to 
comfort, than either resignation, or philo* 
fophy. 

The part, you are pleafed to take, in my 
lofs of a wife, who had the misfortune of 
being zftranger to you, would have been as 
jufti as it is generous, had you been qualified 
to meafure it, by an acquaintance with her 
virtues. It was one of thoie virtues — that 
fhe admired Mr Pope, and knew, why the 
admired him. She wifli'd for nothing, with 
more livelinels, than the pleafure of feeing 
you, and (fuch is the illufion of our pro^- 
fpecTs !) the very day, on which flie promi- 
fed herfelf the enjoyment of that wifh, me 
■'. . F became 
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became infenfible to all wijhes, on this fide- 
eternity ! 

I chose a place; for her, in the Abbey 
Cloifter 5 the walls of the church, above,, 
being fo loaded with marble, as to leave me 
ho room, to diftinguiih her monument. 

Give me leave to hope the benefit of 
your advice, on this mournful occafion. I 
cannot fuffer her to lie unnoticed, bccaufe 
a monument, in fo frequented a place as 
Weftminfler Abbey, reftoring her, to a kind 
ef fecond life, among the living, it will be, 
in fome meafure, not to have kjl her. But 
there is a low and unmeaning lumpiflinefs, 
in the vulgar ftyle of monuments, which 
difgufts me, as often, as I look upon them ; 
and, becaufe I would avoid the cenfure, I 
am giving, let me beg you to fay, whether 
there \%figntficance t in the draught, of which 
I enclofe you an aukw2.rdfcratcb, not a copy .- 
The flat table, behind, is black, the figures 
are white marble. 

The "whole of what your fee, here, is but 
part of the monument , and will be fur- 
xounded hypHaJier$ t arifing froma pediment 
of white marble,, having its foundation on a 
...... black 
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black marble mountain ; and fupporting a «- 
ronicc and dome, that will afcend to the point 
of the cloifter arch. About half way up a 
craggy path, on the black mountain, below, 
Will be the figure of 'time, in white marble, 
on an attitude of climbing, obftru&ed by lktle 
Cupids, of the fame colour ; fome rolling 
rocks, into his path, from above ; fome 
throwing nets, at \iis feet and arms, frorrt 
be low ; others, in ambufcade, {hooting arrows 
at him, from bothjides ; while the Deaths 
you fee in the draught, will feem, from an 
opening between hills, in relievo, to have 
found admiffion by a fhorter way, and pre- 
vented Time, at a diftanee* 

I canMot forbear to inclofe you an a- 
nonymous favour, which I received, in a 
penny-poft letter, from fome kind hand dif- 
guifed, that I fhould not guefs at the obli- 
ger. I find, in it, a ftrong and touching 
fimplicity ; nature, nervous, and undreiTed j 
ftriking, from and to the heart, without 
pomp or affectation ! You will be pleafed 
with thefe four verfes, if my melancholy has 
not helped their impreffion on me. It is 
true, they feem rather the moving words of 
ft wife, while dying, than the infcription of 
F 2 her 
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her monument, after death ; but I have ne- 
ver been able to read them, without emo- 
tion ; and being charmed with them my* 
felf, I wifhed you a part, of the pleafure. 

I had heard of the obliging opinion you 
expreffed of my Tragedy, when you had, 
lately, an occafion of fpeaking to Mr Wilks y 
concerning the affairs of the Jlage . I affure 
you, without complement, I had rather it 
mould pleafe you, fingly, than a dozen 
crowded audiences. And one thing I can be 
fure of, in its favour, — It will be the better^ 
for fome marks of your pencil. If you would 
have the goodnefs, to allow me to put a co- 
py of it into your hands, andfpeak of it, oc- 
cafionally, with the fame kind partiality, to 
fome of thofe, who can give fuccefs to Tra- 
gedies ; That alone, might determine me, 
to venture it on theftage, next winter. 

I have thoughts, about the middle of 
this month, of taking your advice, and 
Tully'% ; I will try what change of place, and 
the pleafure of being nearer you, can do, 
toward difpelling a griej, that time feems to 
threaten increafe of: I will fly from it, if I 
can, 
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can* but the fitra cura fofi equitem, will fit 
too clofe to be parted with. I am, truly, 
and unalterably, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moft affeBionate, 
And moji obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 



To Mr Wilks. 

Sept. i 7) 1731-. 
SIR, 

TH E pleafure, I am fure to enjoy, in 
your company, would have made it 
impoffible, not to have renewed it before, 
now, but that it pleafed God to try me, with 
a domeftic affliction, which my heart was 
-not proof againft. Unfashionable, as this 
is, I make no fcruple of owning it to you, 
whofe humanity, (always amiable) never 
charmed me fo touchingly, as by that teri- 
dernefs of delight, with which (in an age, 
that affe&s to think, meanly, of marriage) 
you durft dwell, with fo beautiful a feriout 
nefs, on the merits of a wife, in your gene- 
F j rous 
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rous fenfibility of your own lady's accomy 
pliflimcnts. 

Because I would wifh you a life, with* 
but bounds, may you (fo loving, and belo- 
ved) live, 'till the world is willing to part 
with you, and then, — botb die, together. 

But the occafion of my troubling you, 
with this letter, is, to afk you a queftion, for 
the fatisfadtion of a friend, who has a Tragedy t 
which he wrote, with Mr Wilh > in his eye j 
and, upon the character, which he was in 
hopes to kejhine,'m your a£fion t moves the 
whole defign of his Play. The part is, in 
length, about £co lines. The turn of it is 
amorous, inconftant, fpirited, attractive, and 
diftrefsful. It confifts of fire, and vivacity, 
endear'd and temper'd by the fofter Paf- 
lions : I don't know whether I explain my- 

felf enough ; but what I mean is It is 

a Part, which (if I have any knowledge of 
%hejlage) will give pleafure to Mr. Wilh> 
and receive life from him. 

But, if your intention to decline new 
Parts, is a fix'd, and unalterable refolution, 
my friend would, by no means, bring ott 
bis Play, till he can find an A3or t as capa- 
ble 
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fcle as you are, to do juftice to this Charac- 
ter : 1 might have faid it more briefly ^— 

He would never bring it on at all. 

If you enable me to inform this Author, 
whether his Tragedy is to be born, or die 
an abortive, it will very much oblige me, 
who am, moil warmly, and with the fm- 
cereft heart. 

Sir, 

Tour , mo/i obedient, 
• Arid mofi bumble^ 'Servant^ 
■ A. Hill- 



To Mr. Wiiks. 

Sefit. 22, 173 1.' 
SIR, 

I Spoke of my own Tragedy, under colour 
of a Friend s, from my unwillingnefs to 
put any ftrain on your good-nature, having 
heard, with great concern, of your intention 
to decline new parts in general. 

E 4 I HAVE 

t Disced oy G00gle 
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. I have, now, the pleafur© offending it 
you, and, if capable, as Ihope it is, of doing 
fervice to your company, I mould be glad, 
it might come on, in December ; becaufe my 
time will be much lefs at my command af- 
ter Chriftmas. 

The occafion of writing this Tragedy was* 
my having attempted one, upon the fame 
fubject, in 1710, when I was boy enough, 
not to be afhamed of beginning and ending it, 
in lefs than a fortnight, after Mr. Booth had 
put me in min<J pf the ftory. So, I confi-, 
dered it, as my duty, to attone for that ex- 
travagance, when, at a diftance of twenty 
years, I had gathered patience enough, to 
fcelieve, that imagination is a mad horie, and 
ought to be bridled py the judgment. 

I have, accordingly, made a quite new 
plan, and, though the fubjetT: is the fame, I 
have turned it, wholly, a different way ; and 
retained neither thought, nor expreffion, pf 
my former. If it is of no ufe elfe, it will 
ferve, at leaft, for an experiment, how far 
the fame writer's genius {good, or bad) may, 
or may not be benefited, by the ajifiance of 
Art, %nA.fubmiJion to the restraints of criti- 
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(ijrtt — A queftion, often debated, and not 
yet fufficiently cleared up, "among us. 

I am gratefully fenfible of your compli- 
ment, with refpe<ft to your refolution about 
new parts, and have the pleafurp to acknow- 
ledge myfelf, 

Sir, 

Tour tnofi obliged, 

jindmofi obedient Servant, 
A. Hill.. 



To Mr, Wilks. ' 

Sept.2 S , 173 1. 
SIR, 

TH O' it is a great fatisfa&ion to me^ 
that you, and Mr Cibber, approve of 
-my Play, yet, I am under a concern, that is 
ftill more lively j while I find you declining, 
to throw luftre upon the character of A- 
tbelwold, ■ 

I can eafily confent, that he mould never 
be feen, at'all : But, it is impbflible for me 



^Google 



74 Original Letters. 

to allow, that any body, but Mr Wilis, can 

reprefent him. 

It is the talent of very few, to unite dig- 
nity to tendernefi , and give that importance 
to an amorous diftrefs, by which only it can 
be made confiderable enough to deferve 
companion. 

In anfwer to that infufjiciency, which you 
are pleafed to find, where nobody elfe would 
ever have looked for it, I appeal to a million 
. of living witnejfes, whether you are not, in- 
finitely, unjuft to yourfelf,-— the only perfon, 
from whofe merit you could be capable of 
detracting. 

There is more youth, in your air ; and 
more vigour, in your aftion, than can be con- 
ceived in the imagination of one, who Ins 
never feen you. And, as for amiable grace 
in movement, together with a certain anima- 
ted loftnefs, and an inexprefiible vivacity of 
fpirit, a •writer muft defpair of finding them, 
at all, when he ceafes to find mem, in your 
Perfon. 

In fhort, there is not a line, in the part, 

which I did not fee, and hear you fpeak, 

while 
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while I was writing it. Nature has no A- 
tbehwold, but /ok } and I cannot bear the 
mortification of fuppofing any body elfe, in 
the character. 

The part of Edgar was written for Mr, 
Booth ; would he were well enough to a& it ! 
— The part of Ofwald, for Mr. Cibber. — 
Neither will he decline it, if it is but half as 
fit for his acceptance, as he is capable of 
drawing notice, upon the character.-- Leolyrt 
was defigned for Mr. Mills ; El/rid, for 
Mrs. Oldfield% and Etbelinda t for Mrs Porter \ 

Bvt death, and accidents, having interpo- 
fed, in fome qf thefe cafls, I am, at a lofs, 
without your advice, how to fupply them, 
Pray be fo good, as to give me your opinion^ 
$uid it will very much oblige, 

7 our moji bumble, 

And mod obedient Servant \ 

A. Hili, 
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Sept. 25, 173 1. 
Dear Sir, 

SO obliging a letter, as yourlaft, deferved 
a fpeedier acknowledgment , ^.fincerer^ 
it could not have had, than I, now, fend you, 
for it. If there is any thing unpardonable, 
in a forrow, fo juft as mine, it is zfelfijhnefs, 
that, looking inward, with too earneft an 
indulgence, neglects every object, but its 
own.— I begin to be fenfiblcof this con- 
traction of my heart ; and the difcovery wilt 
relieve me, in fome meafu-re, from a grief, 
that was not willing <o be.leffeued. 

Because it is reafonable to begin the a~ 
tenement, where the guilt has been greateft, 
let me, firft, beg your pardon, for having 
been filent fo long ; and, theny thank you, iii 
my own name, and thepublick's, for the pre- 
fent application of your time, to a purpoie, 
in which we all have an intereft. 

Before you fent me word, what fubject 
you was inclined to write on, 1 was defign- 
ing to have recommended the fame moral, 
to your thoughts, in the Englijh ftory, of 
Pierce Gavejion ; which, I believe, with 
greater 



,v Google 



Original Letters. 77 

greater dignity, you will ftrike out, from the 
fete of your Raman. 

I doubt not to fee, in your Tragedy, no? 
only a lively parallel, but zjufi one. Albinus 
has, certainly, no notion of a delicacy, or an 
extent, in his politics j yet, as far, as I can 
judge, by his meafures, he is a grofs-good 
meaner. His heart is open, but not expan- 
Jhe j his ability is limited j but fo is his re- 
fentment. He is, at once, incapable of the 
good things we wifh, and the bad things we 
might S u f er ; "" whereas malice in Contrarius t 
feems the mod active of his qualities. He 
fees farther, indeed, than his rival, but he 
thinks more narrowly ; for, while Albinus 
can with-hold the revenge, in his power, a- 
.gainft the expofer of his blunders, Qmtrarius 
is implacable, and virulent againft the defpi- 
Jer of his penetration. 

This being my notion of the modern pa- 
triotifm, I am in hopes, to fee it fet right, in 
fome Tragedy ; that Legion may be bubbled 
no longer, by animofity, for public fpirited- 
nejs, on pne fide ; — and, that ambition, oh the 
other, may be taught to meafure itfelf, and 
take bounds in proportion to capacity. We 
fhould, then, have humbler fs&ions, and 
abler adminifiration, 

I HAVE 

t Digiuedoy G00gle 
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u I have fome thoughts of venturing A- 
tbelwold into the world, this winter, if it haS 
the good fortune, to meet with your appro- 
bation. 

Designing a monument over my wife, 
that I may redeem as much of her, as pof* 
fible, be fo kind, as to give me your opi- 
nion, whether I have expreffed, what I 
meant, in the following epitaph. 

Enough, cold ftone ! fuffice her long-Will 

name ; 
Words, are too weak, to pay her virtue** 

claim. 
Temples, and tombs, and tongues, flaall 

wafte away, 
And pow'r's vain pomp, in mould'ring duft 

decay. 
But, e'er mankind a nmfey more perfect, fee, 
Eternity, O 'Time ! fhall bury thee. 

I am returned to .that very felfijhnef$ i 
which I was become afhamed of, in the be- 
ginning of this letter ; but, that is not half 
fo wonderful, as that, while I have you to 
Ipeak of, I can find room, at all, to talk of, 
His imft aff eBionate % 

And mojt obedient Servant, 

A. Hill, 
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To Mrs Lowther. 

Sept. 26, 173 1. 
Madam, 

IT has pleas'd God, fince I had the hon- 
our of writing to you laft, to afflict me, 
by a ftroke, which* tho' I expected, and liv'd 
In dread of, I had not reiignation enough, 
when it befel me, to fupport it, as I ought. 
I have loft the friend of my heart y — and the 
companion of my foul ! — We were one , in an 
unufuai fenfe ; for our purpofes, our in- 
tereft, and our very thoughts, and wifties, 
were united. 

I had loft her much fooner, but for the 
eir of your county y and the charms of your 
company : She was a true judge of merit, and 
(he fonndy and lov'd it, in Mrs Lowther t 
She was, moft fincerely, your admirer j 
and would talk, fo often, of the delight your 
eonverfation gave her, that I reflect, with 
the utmoft comfort, on her not having left 
the world, till me had tailed that beftpleafure 
nit. 

Yet, you never knew her, as me, really, 
iris — the effect of her cruel illnefs had 
, drawn 
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drawn a cloud over her accomplifhmentSi 
before ihe had the happineis of your ac- 
quaintance. 

Had ihe been as near you, as me was like 
you, I mould have had ho occafion to tell 
you, that ihe was virtuous without pride $ 
wife without confcioufnefs ; careful without 
meannefs ; referv'dWi$\o\xX.fliffhefs \ well-bred 
without affectation ; and fincere without in* 
decency. 

But I will dwell, rio longer, on this me- 
lancholy fubject : — that I may place her, 
where Ihe lov'd to be, let me leave her iii 
your bofom. 

Out of ten Lottery tickets which I had 
order'd to be bought, from number 52,233* 
to number 52,242, inclufive, I have, in 
obedience to your command, chofen you 
one, and it is number 52,240. I wilh it, 
what it ought to be — the mo& fortunate, for 
the, moft deferving! But, if either of my o- 
ther nn.mbers ftrikes your fancy, rather than 
that, which I have chofen, pleafe to follow 
the impulfe of your own happier choice, 
and let me have the honour of your order, 
which . 



,v Google 



'Original Letters. 8x 

which other I mall fend you. I will fend 
it by the carrier, who leaves London next 
Tuefday, and comes into Swine-gate $ and 
Many, (who is your, and Mifs Leather's 
conftant humble Servant,) will have me fuf- 
fer her to put up with it a little fcratch of a 
copy, which the girls have contriv'd to draw, 
among themfelves, from the defign, that is 
now about, for a monument, over their dear 
Mamma ; by which, as far as it is in my 
power, I '/hall frill, as it were, keep her in 
.the world j and in fome faint manner, re- 
ftore her, among the living. I am, with 
great truth and refpeft, 

Madam, 

Tour moft bumble 

And moft obedient Servant, 
A. Hill. 



C Ta 
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To Mr Pope. 

Sept.^Q, 1731- 
• Dear Sir, 

YO U are very good, and obliging :— 
your laft letter carne not to my* hands 
'till yefterday ; I will thank you for it, in. 
perfon, onedayj next week, if pbffible^ and 
give you notice, a day before. , 

Mv daughter, under encourage.rn,ent of 
your invitation, promifesherfeKthepleafurp 
of admiring your gardens ; and wlffies the 
weather may continue, as it is, 'till I can 
give her the opportunity of an afternoon's 
walk in them. 

My Brother is writing over another copy 
of the Tragedy, which I will take the li- 
berty to put, a fecond time, into your hands, 
as foon as it is ready : I propofe no benefit, 
to myfelf, from it, leaving its profits to the 
players : but, as I know it neceflary, to pre- 
pare the expectation of perfons of the firft 
rank, if one would wifh a play that kind of 
fame which noife can give it, (and without 
which indeed it were to no purpofe, to have 

it 
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It brought on the ftage,) I am therefore, 
greatly oblig'd, by the hope, you permit me 
to nouriih, that you will fuffer it to pafs, 
thro' your hand, to the notice of fome of 
thofe, whofe fpeaking of it, with favour, 
will be a direction to others, how far they 
may dare to be pleas'd with it. I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Tour mofl oblig'd 

<dnd affeBionate Servant. 

A. Hill. 

To David Mallet, Efq- t 

Oil. 2, 1731. 
Dear Sir, 

I Could not read your Epitaph, on the 
death of Mr. Aikman, after his fen, 
without a concern, that was, at once, the 
ftrongeft, and the fincereft praife, I was 
capable of giving it — It is^ elegantly com- 
prehenfive, and fignificantly mournful ; and 
has a melancholy ftrength of tendernefi, 
running every where, thro' it. The turn 
of the laft line puts me in mind of fome- 
G a thing 
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thing, I have, a thoufand times, been charm- 
ed with in a couplet, by Sir Henry H'otton, 
upon the death of Sir Albertus Moreton, and 
his Lady ; written in the reign of King 
Charles tbefirjl. 

He, firft deccas'd She, for a little, try'd 

To live without him— lik'd it not, and dy'd. 

It is fo natural a transition, from King 
Charles the firft, to the houfe of Montrofe, 
that this is the propereft place, in my let- 
ter, to expreis my participation of your con- 
cern for my Lord Marquis's danger. I have 
heard of great, and fudden cures, in far 
gone confumptions, from effect of a very" 
fimple remedy. A pint, to a quart a day of 
Coffee, boil'd in Milk, inftead of Water j and 
■taken, at pleafure, like other milk Coffee. — 
Surprizing changes have been- wrought in a 
fortnight, by this humble recipe : And I 
Ihould be impertinent enough, to play the 
quack, and fend you a dofe ofreafinings upon 
the operation, and its caufes, if I thought, 
that could prevail on you, to recommend the 
experiment. For it would pleafe me, to be 
a means of lengthening out the life of a Gra- 
ham, becaufe there have been deaths, a- 
mong their anceflors, which deferve to make 
their pofterity, immortaL 

I MUST 
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I must not forget to thank you, for the 
promife of writing at length, upon your fto- 
ry of Gracchus : whatever fubjecl: you write 
on, one would wifli you to write, at length, 
becaufe the hngeft, of your letters, appear 
Jhort t when your friends receive them. 

Your obfervation, on the complex names 
of Tragedies, is, I think, a very juft one ; 
and ought to determine me in reftoring that 
of Atbelwold, to mine. But the Cajars, 
Alexanders, e timoleons 1 Catcs, are names, fo 
noted, in hiftory, that they awaken expec- 
tation, as the Euridices and Sophonijbas are 
fo mufical, in their founds, that they feem 
to befpeak our partiality, in their favour : 
and are, therefore, the propereft titles for 
-Plays, for which they are the fubjefts ; 
whereas Athehoold, being neither noted, 
"nor founding enough, to carry fuch a 
weight of diftindion; I was afraid, it might 
be necenary, to point at fome meaning, in 
the title. 

I am charm'd, by your generofity, in 

haftening to offer an engagement, of your 

friends, in favour of this Tragedy — From 

moft other writers, it would have furpriz'd 

G 3 me, 
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me, but I cannot confent to your doing It. 
Referve all your influence for a Tragedy, 
in jupport of which, I dare fay, the whole 
town will be of one mind, and find no room 
for repentance. As I leave the profit of 
mine, to the Players, I have no other in- 
terest, in its fuccefs on the ftage, than the 
filly propenfity, we have to (hare zn applaufe, 
which we know to be blind; and to value 
oiirfelves, upon being thought well of, by 
that multitude, of whofe tafte, at the fame 
time, we cannot forbear to think defpicably. 

The Play is defign'd to come on, before 
Cbrijlmas ; but Mrs Oldfield being dead, Mrs 
Porter loft to the Jlage, and Mr. Booth, 
fcarce capable of acting this feafon, I am at 
a lofs, how thefe characters will be iuftain'd, 
which they were to have reprejented. 

But, whatever may become of the cha- 
racters, in my Tragedy, there is one, in my 
life, which I (hall always be careful to 
maintain, in its fulleft fpirit, and it is that of, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofl faithfully affeElionate 
And mofl obedient Servant, 

A, Hill. 
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To Mr. Wilks. 

OB. 23, 1731. 
SIR, 

IS E N D you a new copy of the Generous 
Traitor ■> and beg the favour of you, to 
return me the old one. I have added two, 
or three fceries, in the third and fifth acts, 
which, I believe, will have a ftrbnger efFeft, 
on an audience, than all the reft of the 
Play j but I cannot allow myfelf the me- 
rit of this improvement, without confeffing, 
that I owe it to a bint that Mr. Cibber gave 
me, for which I defire you to thank him, in 
my name ; for I mall think myfelf, unwor- 
thy the benefit of a good advice, if ever I 
grow weak enough, to be above the acknow- 
ledgement of it. 

I wish him, alfo, to know that 1^ now, 
no longer, remember with 1. parent % animo- 
fity, the murder he committed on my Epi- 
logue to Euryd-ce. He ought* like his Cid f 
to be forgiven ; becaufe his fervice was of 
fo much more importance, than his offence 
was. I only beg of him, for the future, 

; G4 to 
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to fufpend the execution of any of my wri- 
tings, till I have agreed to his fentence. 

At Ttvittenham, the other day, in dif- 
courfe with Mr Pope, he was propofing the 
proper name, of Atbehwold, as a belter tide, 
than the Generous Traitor : But, upon confi- 
dering fome reafons for the contrary opini- 
on, it remain 'd a matter of doubt, with us, 
which was beft, of the two. I wifh, you 
would be fo good, as to decide it. 

There are many different reports, con- 
cerning Mr Booth, and Mrs Porter : Pray 
oblige me, with your thoughts, in a line, 

with the copy ; will this Tragedy have 

the advantage of their acling in it ? 

As foon as the time draws near, I will 
/hew you, by a few light drawings, a beauti- 
ful, and no expenfive occafion, for a novelty 
in the old Saxon dreffes j which will not 
only carry more propriety, than the modern, 
but an equal grace, with the Greek or 
Roman-, and may be form'd, upon their 
fpare ground-work ; yet, appear quite new 
to the audience. I am, Sir, 

Tour moji bumble, 

And moji obedient Servant, 
A. Hill. 
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TuMr-W ilks. 

08. 28, 1731. 
SIR, 

IS E N D you, herewith, the fhadows of 
a fet of dreffes for the Generous Traitor, 
.You muft not expect [drawings. They 
are, however, plainly enough mark'd, 'to 
give Ideas, of their meaning : At leaft, they 
will, when I have further explain'd them to 
you, which I mail foon have the pleafure 
of doing in perfon. 

LEOL FN, becaufe a Briton, ought not 
to have his habit Saxon all j the reft have the 
authority of Verftegaris Antiquities, for the 
ground-work]of their appearance; only I need 
not obferve to you, that fome Heightening* 
were necefTary, becaufe beauty muft be 
joind to propriety, where the decoration 
of the ftage, is the purpofe to be pfovided 
for. 

For this reafon, too, I had regard to a 
contrafi of colours, in the feveral parts of 
each perfon 's drefs ; and in thofe of the 
whole number, with refpect to their ap- 
pearance, together. Thefe are little things, 
but I have often obferved that their effect is 
■not little. To 
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To fay nothing, as to impropriety ,,in the 
cuftom of drefiing characters^ far back > in 
time., after the common fafhions of our 
days; it weakens probability * and cuts off, in 
.great meafure, what tnoji Jirikes an audi- 
ence j for it relaxes the pomp of Tragedy, 
and the generality, being led, by the eye, 
can conceive nothing extraordinary, where 
they fee nothing uncommon. It is, alfo, 
worth notice, that a fine, natural Jhape, re- 
ceives great advantage, from a well-ima<- 
gined turn of habit, and an aukward, un- 
natural one has an air t that burlefques dig- 
nity without it. 

The Furrs, which you will obferve 
pretty frequent, in the^gwv.r, are a prime 
diJiinBion, in the old Saxon habits ; and 
■will have fomething of a grandeur, not 
without beauty : but they need not be real 
furrs— many cheap imitations will have the 
fame effect, at the diftance, they will be 
feen from. Moft other parts of the dreffes 
may be compleated, by giving new ufes, 
to the o/^referves of your wardrobe; for if I 
do not miftake, it is rather jancy, than ex- 
pence, that does the bufinefs in thefe cafes. 
As 
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As to the coronets, it was the cuftom of 
thofe times, for perfons of high rank, to 
wear them, upon common, as well as extraor- 
dinary occafions ; but they muft be diftin- 
guiflied, more than they are in the papers, 
to point out the different degrees j and 
worn in a more becoming pofition, higher 
off from the forehead, and a little leaning to 
one fide. There is an advantage will attend 
the ufe of their long Jingle jeather, beyond 
that of the plume — It will be light, and may 
be worn, throughout five adts, without 
warmth or inconvenience, 

I fhould chuie, for the reafon I gave you, 
in a foi'mer, to have the Play come on in 
December j but will delay, if you pleafe, to 
make a caft of the parts, till after I have 
talked with you, on that fubjeft. For I 
would not, willingly, find your notions, in 
any thing, difagreeing with bis t who is, 
from his heart, 

Sir, 

Tour moft humble 
Andmojl obedient Servant. 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

OB. 29, 173 1. 
Dear Sir, 

Beginning to fear, I fhall not have the 
pleafure of returning to Richmond, this 
feafon, I take the freedom of replacing A- 
thehmld in your hands, with the fcenes I 
have added, lately. 

But, obferving fome new marks of your 
pencil, in places,. which you had formerly 
diftinguiJhed, in the fame manner, I am o- 
bliged, (for fear, you mould think me fond- 
er of my follies than I really am) to confefs, 
that, when I altered all the reft of the places, 
I left thefe few, as they were, becaufe my 
judgment could not, fo clearly as it wiihed, 
fall in with your objections. 

In the firft, for inftance, inftead of — 
fhorten your meant abfence--you would read 
it — to make your abfence jhorter. — Me- 
thinks, your correction intends but one fig- 
nification, that is —to make his abfencey&or/- 
er than he meant to make it. And, in that 
fenfe, it i» exactly the fame, as my own. 
But, 
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But, tomake.hisabfence jborter, is equivo- 
cal, and, therefore, not elegant. His abfence 
could not be Jborter, than it was.— It might 
bejherter, than he intended it. 

If I am doubtful, too, in your fecond ex- 
ception, againft ivijhes, in the plural, I fhall 
have your fecond thoughts on my fide ; for 
Athehjaold had wanted delicacy; had he faid, 
that Ethelihda bleffed his -with j as if he had 
felt btit one, only, which the ladies would 
have called a grofs one, unaccompanied with 
thofe politer, of partiality, tendernefs, and 
"-confidence, from a miftrefs, who could blefi 
him, in one general poffeffion, with all thofe 
different accomplishments, he had wijhed 
for, among women. 

But, it would look, like growing ferions, 
■upon a trifle, fhould I go on, in this manner, 
and expect you to read all the reafons, I 
could give, in defence of the other places. 
And you will conclude, I have fuch as, I 
think, you would approve of ; fince I fend 
you the Play, again, with all thofe places, 
unaltered. 

It is time to forbear perfecuting you, a- 
bout this Tragedy : — It is to come on be- 
fore 
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fore Cbrifimas: But, tho' you have given 
me leave, to tax your condefcention with 
fame concern for its fuccefs, it will, I fear, 
be too much to wiih, you would>recommend 
it to an affembly, or two, of the leaders, in 
parties of this nature, as a Play, to be aded 
for the benefit of the houfe, not the author j 
who has no other intereft, in their en-; 
couraging its reception, but the diftin&on of 
having power to pleafe, at a time, when Tra* 
gedy feems to have loft all its. influence. 

Perhaps, this is too much for the. Play j 
— I am fure, if is too much for the author : 
And, therefore, if you have any reafon, 
(which you may have, and I not apprehend 
it) why this would, in the leaft, be an im- 
proper ftep for you to take, I fliall, fincerely 
be pleafed, that you decline it.— For I have 
better reafons, than any, which concern qayr 
felf, to be, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour nmfi ajfeftimate, 

And obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 

P. S. I long to hear when your Ethic piece 
is to be published. To 
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To the Countefs of Suffolk. 

OcJ. 30, 1731, 
• Madam, 

MR. Pope has defired me to fend this 
Tragedy, in his name, . to the Lady in 
the world, I fhould moil wijh to have it 
with, could any thing be found, in it, defer- 
ving the diftin&ion. 

It cannot be without delight, that I put 
Athefaoold into a hand, for which he would 
have been proud to give up Eifrife ; if, in 
life t I co^Id have given him my fentiments, 
with the authority which his death has lent 



I have no . pretence to tax your conde- 
fcention, with any concern for the fuccefi of 
this Play, or I mould, moft earneftly, wifli 
your vote in its favour j tho' I have no ■ 
m.eaner intereft, in its good, or ill fortune, 
than the ambition of fome fowe r to pkafe. 

IJut, .whatever reception it may meet 

with, from the public, it can never have 

been 
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been written in vain, fince Mr. Pope has 
partiality enough to believe, it will be agree- 
able to fuch a tafte, as the Countefi of Suf- 
folk's, whofe fervant I have the honour to be, 

With the utmoft Obedience, 
And Devotion, 

A. Hill. 



To Mr. Wilks. 

Nov. 4, 1731. 
SIR, 

I Was fo juftly charmed with the grace, 
and fpirit of your acrion, the other night* 
at the Provoked Hujband, that I left the box, 
convinced, beyond all queftion, there is no- 
thing in Athehoold, that can break in upon 
a vigour, fo delightfully exifting. 

Let me, therefore, before I caji the 
parts, on Monday, or Tuefday next, allure 
you, there are unexceptionable judges, fo 
far of my opinion, that it has, for fome days 
paft, been in my power to fee my defire en- 
forced, from a hand, you could not refufe it 
to. But I would not hear of fuch a ftep; 
becaufe, 
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becaufe, where your btakb is concerned, I 
would never forgive myfelf the fiualleft 
likelihood of impairing it. 

Yet, I cannot help wifhing, I had fd 
much influence with Mr. Wilks, as to owe a 
change in his purpofe, to his own deiire of 
obliging me, which the refpecl: I have for 
him, allows me not to obtain, from any will 
but his own. 

Would I could, before Monday, receive 
the agreeable news, that you confent to 
charm the town, in a part, which . I will 
ftake my credit on the great and unexpected 
fuecefs of, in your hands j and which, both 
nature and art have fo marked you to be- 
come, and to Jhine in. 

But, if I am abfolutely denied this re- 
peated follicitation, let me forwarn you, not 
to be furprized, if I cajl it not to your ex- 
pectation. 

I. agree with you, that Mr Mills would 
do it well, — Mr Mills is a great favourite of 
mine ; and it mull be a difadvantage, I can- 
not think of, to caft Edgar into any hands 
but bis . " That is a part, equal to Atbeheokta, 
" . H but 
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but of a different turn, and requires fuch a 
gracefulnefs of figure, as hit, together with 
that fullnefs, elevation, and articulate clear - 
nefs of voice, which he is fo able to furniih 
it with. . 

The character tf'Edgar is, hot, fiery, im- 
patient, diStfeJrtfuii open, : afc& irfrperious. — 
And the voice, to re$re(eht fhefe -pefBons, 
fhould be ralfed, ftrong, ardent, and trium- 
phant. — Whereas, in Athehoold, whofe cha- 
racTteris/tendernfefs, withfpirk; and^ftrefs, 
with magnanimity ; who is foft, airy, amo- 
rous,, and afflicted % there is required a voice-, 
rather touching, than full-; rather pliant, 
than lofty y — It mould be piercing, yet 
plaintive ; ifnprefiive, yet broken ; and 
flexible, tho" ftriking — -fpirited, at once, 
and mournful. — It mould rife and fall, like 
his pqfflons j and rather lift, and deprefs the 
heart, than fillthe ear,. with its cxa&nefs. 

If (in cafe you perfift to- refufe'the part) 
it fhould be poffible to find fame perfon t in 
the houfe, of figure afty way tolerable, with 
a'iw;Vf,that has not yet been exerted, 'to file 
natural extent of its capacity, — the contrafi 
will be very finking* between the majeftic 
•energy 
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energy and roundnefs in Mr. Mills, and the 
broken, yet emphatical variety, in the fwells 
and finkings of the other. — This will be 
difficult, I know ; but, I believe, not unat- 
tainable ; though it would charm me, Would 
you be fo good, as to fpare me the pains of* 
feejang it. 

I KtojPE , I am not to interpret your fiJencc, 
on my Hutches of the Saxon habits, as a 
mark of diflnclination to drefs the Play. 
*— I cannot, for the reafon in my laft, en- 
tertain any thoughts of feeing it drefled in 
*he modern manner j and, if you apprehend 
-tiie habits, I propofe, to want btauty, it arifes 
from my not having rightly expreffed them, 
in thofe papers 

'I otfGtlT not to have prefled you, again, 
on this fubjeft, of your acTing Athsheold.i 
but, .every time I fee you, I am furnished 
\yith new reludtance to its being .done by any 
body elfe.-^-'lTie motive ftiould, therefore, 
be an excuse for the .trouble, from, 

Thur mfl OkMmU 

.jind.moji bumhle Servant ', 
Ha A. Hill. 
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¥q Lord Tyrconnel. 

' Nov. 22, 1731. 
My Lord, 

WH I L E I was f ecollcfting an un- 
paid acknowledgment, due, from 
the time of your Lordlhip's journey to Bel- 
ton, I am out of countenance, to perceive, by 
Mr. Savage, how much further, you are 
bringing me in debt, to your goodnefs. 

Your Lordlhip's inclination, to hear the 
Tragedy of Atbekwold, muft be the effect of 
a kind opinion, which, I wifli, it may be 
thought to deferve. — But your engaging fo 
considerable an affembly to be prejent, ought 
to make me afraid, left the countenance you 
would give my Play, involves your judg- 
ment, in a cenfure, that ought to reach but 
your generality. 

I will venture, however, to fubmit it to 
your Lordfliip's candor ; fince honeft fenti:- 
ments, I know, have a kind of claim to your 
approbation, never willingly refufed, but to 
the ungrateful, or the defigmngj among 
whom wi|l hardly be found Jus name, who 
has the honour to profefs himfelf, 
. My Lord, tour, &c. 

■ - l A. Hill. 

nw-^i^GoO^It: 
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To Mr, DopINGTON. 

Dec. 16, 173 1. 
SIR, n 

YOU would ' wonder, if I mould tell 
you, that this Tragedy pretends a ti- 
tle to your favour. 

It is that tide", whereby zftranger. t when 
ill.ufed, among Jbretgtiers t claims the fafe- 
guard of his countrymen's houfes. 

You are, too eminently, a poet, not to 
fcorn the decifions of prejudice, or partiality ; 
and it is my fatisfadtion, that, mould this 
Play be worth any thing, it will lie fafe, in 
fuch clofets as yours,. 

" Till party rage mail droop, thro' length 

of days, 
*' And calumny be ripen'd into fraife," 

I am % Sir, 

Tour mofi obedient 

And mofi bumble Servant , 
H3 A,Hjw. 
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|V £«rrf TyROONNEL, 

J)« ( 16, 173 1, 
My Lord, 

A Very troubfefbme cold, got, at die ie- 
hearfel of this tragedy, has prevented, 
rnei too long, from bringing my thank6 to 
your Lordfhip, for the honour of your vifit, 
And for that elegant obligation, I am under, 
to yoor gfifierofity, in favour of AtbtfaNieL 

As to popular opinion, it is too light and 
cheap a diftin&ion, to gr« pieafuri ex fain, 
to the writer of any thing that detents to 
be called Tragedy : — And, 1 ofiferc yooc 
Lordfhip, I had rather ii mould move th» 
heart of one good man, than die bands of A 
tboufand ; and, if any thing can be fincerer, 
than my contempt of its public reception, it 
js the concern I fhall feel, mould it want 
power to touch your Lordfliip, when ypq 
allow it a private reading. I am, 

My Lord, 

T<W Lord/hip's moft obliged, 

And obedient bumble Servant, 

A. Hill, 
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To Mr. PbpE. 

&c. 17, 1731., 
Dqar Sir, 

I Ought, i^oner, to have thanked vpu, 
for the pleasure you have given me, by 
that excellent letter to Lord Burlington, 
— If the title had been Of Falfi Tajle, would 
\% not have been properer ? 

We have Poets, whom heaven w#J witfc 
9 tf#e a as well as planners and builders.*-— 
What other inducement could provoke 
(otae of them, to miitakc your cpiftolary 
relaxation of numbers, for an involuntary 
<kft& in your verification ? 

Wb have printers, too, of better tofie dun 
morals^ who //&? you fo well, that they can- 
not endure, you mould be made a mono- 
poly.— The hawker's wind is upon you, at- 
ready ; and your lift incenie, to the mufes, 
is blown about the ftreets, in thinner* and 
lefs fragrant expansions. — The pictures of 
your mind, like thofe of other great men's 
ferjbm, are to be multiplied and extended, 
that we may have you at whole length, and 
in miniature. 

H 4 I SEND 

4, 
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I send you a piece, that is fafe enough, 
from this danger : — Atbeiwold-w'yW. have no- 
thing to Jear, from the pirates : I believe, 
I need not inform you, how it dragg'd itfelf 
along, for two lean nights, after the firft ; 
aa lame, and as wounded, as the fnake, in 
your poem -- but, not half fo delightfully. 

It would be affectation, not modefty, to 
deny, that I am nettled at the monftrous re- 
• ception which the town has given this Tra- 
-gedy . — But, I find, there is a two-fold obli- 
gation, upon a tragic writer, if he would 
engage attention at our theatres — He mu-ft 
make Audiences, as well as Plays.— He muft 
become the folicitor of his own commenda- 
tion.- -That is, in other words, if he defires 
to be known, He muft deferve to be forgotten. 

Bating the reverence, due to fefhion,— 
this is putting the Poet upon the ioot of the 
Prize-fighter. — He muft not only fubmit 
himfelf to be wounded, for the public Diver*- 

fion, but muft alfo march about, with his 
drum, from one end of the town to the o- 

- ther, to ftir up fools curiofity, and draw to- 
gether the company. 

I SHOULD 
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I should feel the Hvelieft indignation, 
upon fuch an occafion, as this, in the caufe 
of another : But, as the cafe is my own, I 
■tfclink,— and/*»7<?,--and am fatisfied. — I had 
rather be negle&ed, to my mortification, than 
become poplar-,: to my infamy. - - - 

' It is pofiible, after all," that fome perforts 
of rank y and djftin£tion to befpeak Plays, and 
compel . audiences, maybe kind enough {p 
Jttbel"J>okt M to, introduce hjm, now and then, 
into civiler . company, for : the fake of the 
flayers. ~ It , were ' a downright . fhame, if 
thefe goodj people, who gave the Tragedy 
all its merit, of fine drefling and 'fceneijfg, 
mould be fufFered to lofe their money, while 
-the good fer nothing author, who was 
-guilty of the'JulI part of the entertainment, 
has loft nothing, but his labour.-~fiut e- 
nough of this fubjoft, - 

I hope thie good lady, whofe illnefs haft- 
ened you' home, found a recovery, in your 
return. — Who can blame her for mifiing 
you, in a world, fo few afe like you ? -- Be- 
lieve me, with much acknowledgment and. 
efteem, Dear Sir, 

1 . Four faithful and obedient Servant, 
A. Hill. 
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1o Mr. Pope, 
SIR, , A,»3,«73»- 

"OUR letter, dear Sir, which Jhwe 
__ this moment receiv'd, occafions me a 
double pain* Ths fiar t which yours ends 
with, ought, to gwe a beginning to mine} 
because I am, too fincerely, your friend % not 
to feel ntyftlf* firft mov'd, by what con- 
cerns you, moil nearly. I hope, however, 
your jof, for that good lady's recovery, will 
be the next of your patfms, that wUl be 
touched, upon thk occafion. 

Concerning your Epifile, it is no woa- 
der, that the malice of a little herd of ccn- 
furers, whom your wit has made your ene- 
mies, would awaken a refentment, of more 
confequence, than their own. Thy are 
glad to mifiake, if they can make ethers mif- 
take you : or, perhaps, they do not mifuo- 
derftand you, tbeafehes, but are -confeious, 
they muft feem to htiieve, what they would 
fix on the belief of others. 

I am doubtful, which of thefe is the 

cafe, becaufe, I confefs, at the 'firft, and 

fecond 
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ftcond reading, I was, myfelf, miftaken in 
your purpote j and fell into the general con- 
ftruclicm, that has been pu£ upon the cha- 
racter of Titnon \ but upon a more delibe- 
rate examination of the particulars, di&ern'd 
thofe disagreeing circumftances, which hav«- 
been remark'd, for your justification, with. 
tery goodfliceefe, In yeftetday'GDatfy'syouir- 

hgnd, moil able to/do^o* jttftice, 

ThAT unguarded abfence of caution, 
which is a mark, by which one may be fare* 
apurpofe was either angry or gtnerejts, ha* 
prevented you from examining your piece, 
before it was publifh'd, with the fharpnefs 
of -an eye, that is watchful of occafion to Jtan- 
deti or, you would have forfeen, that the un- 
jucky name of Timon, would be applied, a* 
it has firice been, from a prefent reverie, (as is 
reported) to the fplendor of that great man's 
fortune, This circumftance has not only 
help'd on the rniftake, but given it malig- 
nance, from a kind of pity, which fome, 
who hated his good fortune, from the good 
ufes he made o£ it, affect, now, to feel for 
Us difeppointments. 

TW« 
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Two or three other tikenejfes concurr'd 
in die character •, fuch as the hundred foot- 
fiefs ; "the exact number of his domefticks, 
for fome years, at Canons. And the pomp 
of the chapel, and its mufiek j for, whether 
jjg'gt/h, or folemn, never ftruck the inquiry 
of a thoufand, who remembered the Duke's 
magnificence, chiefly, by that circumilance. 
> And as to the many un-refembling particu-: 
lars j they are drown'd, like the miftaken 
predictions, of eleven months, in an Alma- 
nack, where the events of the twelfth, 
come by chance, to be accompliih'd. 

I am of opinion^ that the Duke himfelf 
can never be among the miftakcrs. It is 
with tafte, as it is with genius; a man, who 
feels he has either, will never too lightly 
believe it is quefiioned, by another, whom He 
knows to poffefs it. 

But, that it is a rule with me, to confi- 
der the letters, I receive from rs\y friends, 
as their own property, JHB t tho' trufted 
to my pojfeffion, I could more effectually, 
convince] him, how he ought to think, by 
letting him fee, how you think, on this fub- 
ject, in an eafy, undefigning, natural indig- 
nation, 

n,,-,,,G00Qte 
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nation, cxprefs'd in a private letter, than by 
all the moil labour'd endeavours, of your- 
felf, or your friends mpublick. 

It cannot be difficult, to difpoflefs the 
town of a notion, whofe credit will gradu- 
ally die away, in proportion to the daily 
difcovery, that is made, of the malicious in- 
duftry, with which it was propagated : And 
I dare aflert, that your friends are too many, 
and too fanguine, to let a flander be hng- 
liv'Jy that is levell'd againft your gratitude; 
I ufe this word by an authority, which I 
borrow from your own generofity, in the 
preface to your tranflation of the Iliad. I 
am fo pleas'd, to converfe with you, any 
■way, that I forgot, I have fcarce room to 
declare my fclf. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour tmfi faithfully 

Affe&tonate Servant, 

A. Hill, 
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SIR, jM '* mt - 

IF in obedience to your commands, I have 
done injufiice to your meaning, your con- 
defcenfion muft take part in the cenfure, 
who ought to have remembered, in right of 
your own fine manner of thinking, that great 
fentiments, like great beauties, are feen, 
moft to their advantage, when kaft cover'd 
with ornament. 

J would wim you the dHtincTion, which 
Ss due to your merit, if that; wim were not, 
in fome meafure, a diftruft of thofe great' 
qualities, you have given youtgreat man, 
and for which (to maintain his claim) I 
hope, he will give you an equivalent. I am, 

Sir, 

Tour tnoft obedient 

Jbi&Mojk humble Servant* 
A.HUU 
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SIR, 

IT H A N K you, for your two letters, 
and am very glad to hear, that Mr. Booth 
is fo much better ; tho* I have no intereft 
in the Jiage, I know, and love, its influence, 
too well, to bear without terror the leaft 
apprehenfion of its being forfaken, by fuch 
a prop, of its nobleft corner. 

I will be fure to write for you fuch a 
farce, as Mr Booth defcrib'd : I will fet 
about it, the firft leifure hour, and you malt 
have it in a few days : I had a thought,. 
that came into my head, Iaft night, that 
will take, into the compafs of an aft, the 
different humour and ftrength, of Harlequin, 
Mr Steppekar, Mifs Raftor, Mr Griffin, and 
Mr "Harper : And, to fay truth, one great 
caufe of want of fuccefs is, that things arc 
not, from time to time, prepar'd on 'pur- 
pose to give occafion* to jet tojhow, the ii<*- 
rious talents in the company. 

Here, it naturally comes -into my mind, 
what you write oSMxCibber, junior, — that 
iefecm'd more pleis'd -with your Tragedy, 

m 
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in general, than with the particular part of 
Gonfalvo. Perhaps, this might be fo, at his 
iirft hearing it read — But I know his un- 
derstanding, too well, to fuppofe it poffible, 
he will continue, in that opinion, when he 
comes, himfelf, to read, and confider the 
character : I am, absolutely, in Mr Booth's 
fentiment, that Gonfalvo's is the beft part, 
in the Play : At Ieaft, I am fure, it will ap- 
pear the moft glaring, in aclion ; for the fpi- 
rit, and turn of Jt is, of a new caft, in Trage- 
dy, and will, infallibly, in Mr Goer's hands, 
be the favourite character. "To fay the 
truth, tho' & .could act well, either Gonfal- 
vo or Bellarioy nobody but be, can do juftice 
to Gonfalvo. In any other hand,' the pecu- 
liar mixture of humour, and levity, with 
high greatnefs, and dignity, would be funk 
into buffoonery, or over-fwell'd into declama- 
tion. Pray, when you fee him, give my 
fervice to him, and tell him, I make it my 
requeft, that he will accept that part, in 
your Tragedy. 

To return again, to the farce — I obferve 
one thing, in your letter, which I think quite 
wrong— and that is the not adding it to ;he 
Play, till the fourth night. By this, you ex- 
pofe the fecond to the dangerof being^ thin 
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in which cafe, the farce will feem tack'd to 
it afterwards, as I have feen a team to a 
fett of coach-horfes, to give'em itrength 
to get out of the mire ; whereas all fuccefs 
is fecur'd, by faying in the bills for the very 
firft night. " To which will be added, ISc. 
A new Farce, by the fame author, never 
afted before, by way of epilogue to the Tra- 
gedy." I deflgn to call it, the Maggot, from 
which you may venture to prophefy, it 
will npt, atleaft, bt dull, tho' it mould hap- 
pen to be /illy. 

I Am forry Mr Weaver's Pantomime is a 
ferious one. Befldes, there muft, I fear, 
be a vifible impropriety, from the choice of 
the ftory. People will expect to fee 
-the Goddeffes naked, for, fo,' Paris faw 
.them ;/ and the name of the Pantomime 
ought to be, a Pig hi a Poke, if he pretends 
to judge of their Jbapes, thro' their Jtays, 
and their petticoats. 

Before I clofe rny letter, what do you 
intend to do with the part of Bel/ort. I 
fuppofe you intend to give it to Mr Mills; 
I -know, he will be very well receiv'd by 
the town ; but there is, a diftrefs, a heart- 
rending tendernefs — a weight, anda/ww- 
I tbimt 
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thing to be felt — which Mr Mills will no 
farther enter into, than a Snail into a pave- 
ment. He will throw rt off, with a good 
intelligible roundnefs of voice. But, as 
Belfort fays many things, which you did 
not intend Ihould die on the ear, I could 
wiih an impreffion like that of an engraver 
on copper ; whereas that of fqme a&ors is, 
like ftrokes, which we draw in water — 
they are no fooner made, thanjorgottes. 

What, if Mr Cibber 3 Jenior, would take 
upon him this- part? as the walk would 
be new to him, it would be an encreafe to 
his reputation ; for I am confident, he could 
touch it in a rtrong, and natural perfection, 
and there will be no flrain upon his voice; 
becaufe tho' the paffions are active, they are- 
all, of the fuffering fpecies. Try him, 
I am periuaded, it will be of great fervke to 
your Play, and to the company. I am, 

Sir, 

Tour mojl obedient 

Humble Servant 

A. HuX 
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*to Mr Handel, 

Dec. 5, 1732, 
SIR, 

IOitght fboner, to have return'd you 
my hearty thanks, for the'filver ticket, 
which has carried the obligation farther, 
than to myfelf; for my daughters are, 
both fuch lovers of mufick, that it is hard 
to fay, which of them is moil capable of 
being chann'd by the compofitions of Mr 
Handel. 

Having this occafion of troubling you 
with a letter, I cannot forbear to tell you 
the earncftnefs of my wishes, that, as you 
have made fuch considerable fteps towards 
it, already, you would let us owe to your in- 
imitable genius, the eftablifhment of mufick, 
upon a foundation of good poetry j where 
the excellence of the found fhould be no 
longer difhqnour'd, by the goqrnefs of the 
fenfe it is chain*d to. 

My meaning is, that you would be refo- 
lute enoUgh, to deliver us from our Italian 
bondage ; and demonftrate, that Englijh is 
fi>ft enough for Qpera, when compos'd by 

I 2 pOCtS, 
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poets, who know how to diftinguith the 
jhoeetnefs of our tongue, from the Jlrengtb of 
it, where the laft is lefs necefiary. 

I am of opinion, that male and female 
voices may be found m this kingdom,- ca- 
pable of every thing, that is requifite ; and, 
I am fure, a fpecies of -dramatic Opera 
might be invented, that, hy reconciling rea- 
fon and dignity, with mufick, and fine ma- 
chinery, would charm the -eur t and - hold 
faft the beart y together. 

Such an improvement mull, at once, be 
lafting, and profitable, to a very great de- 
gree ; and would, infallibly, attract an uni- 
verial regard, and encouragement. 

I am fo much a ftranger to the nature 
of your prefent engagements, that, if what 
I have faid, mould not happen to be fo 
practicable, as I conceive it, you will have 
thegoodnefs to impute it only to the zeal, 
with which I with you at the head of a 
defign, as folid, and unperidiable, as your 
mufick, and memory. I am, 
Sir, 

Tour tnofi obliged, 

And mofi bumble Servant, 
A. Hill. 
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<to Mr Booth. 

- . - Dec. 22, 1732, 

SIR, - 

TH Ei weight, which your recommen- 
dation/ inuft.' ever carry with it, de- 
Jermin'd me 'id dd, what you defir'd for 
Mr,' Viblor, ' with a difpatch, and a care, 
which have made" him early enough for 
the flower of the,feafon, and I hope ftrong 
enough to be of fervice to the company ; 
whofeprefent condition, by. a concurrence 
of ill. accidents, is in the common voice 
of the town, declar'd hopelefs. 

It is the fevereft of their misfortunes, 
that_y<?H are, yet, incapable of giving a new 
turn to the town's opinion. 'Troy would 
|all, did Achilles once determine to quit 
bis Tent. Will you pardon the effect of 
a zeal for your intereft, if I aik you, whe- 
ther it could be of* any ill confequence to 
yourfelf, to appear in fuch a Prologue, as 
is fit, at fuch a time, for fuch a fpeaker ? 
Among a number of advantages, which 
might attend it, naethinks, the following are 
obvious. 

1 3 T». 
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The Town would be ■a&Ug*d t to an inex- 
prcffible degree : The contempt^ they begin 
to entertain of the company'? fuppos'd weak-, 
nefs, (for they defpair of your ever appear- 
ing again,) would be tfhang'd into a gene?- 
ral partiality and benevolence. TKe Boxes 
would, nightly, bpfull^ before fix o'clock 
for fear of not coming, in time, to fee and * 
bear Mr Booth. So, attention is fecur'3 
.to the firft aft of the Play, and, in all like-* 
lihood, a.long run to the Tragedy, . 

If this fhould be fo, it were the eafieft 
thing in the world, to prepare, in that 
interval, little figntficani interludes of fing- 
ing, dancing, and harlequinades, confiding 
of as many A&s, as the Play's, and fiicceed- 
ing them (the Acts) regularly, in fhort, 
apt Tallies, fo as to. give the fame force 
to your oldejl flock Plays (which the town 
.has as much, by bearfa as the players) as . 
if th,ey were all, new y and good ones. 

Jl dont know whether I explain my>- 
felf enough by the word, fignificaht : But 
my meaning is, that thefe little things 
mould have jpirit and purpofe-, and tho' 
they might be got ready,, as faft, as they can 
be 
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be wanted, or wiflTd for, yet, they fliould 
be fo contriv'd, as to contain the whole («- 
mick and mujkal)ftrengtb of the company. 

2HEAS.it, everywhere, complain'd of, 
that your light entertainments are^efkient, 
in point of fancy :-and, in truth, k i6 evident, 
that it is not, in thefe cafes, the expenffae 
magnificence of Jcenery that does the bufi- 
ocfs ; but a certain oddnefs, .vivacity, end 
iurprize, in the novelty of the contrivance. 

I am running into a length ,. that I did not 
intend: my only purpofc being to offer,, 
to your thoughts, the bint of your appear- 
ing in a Prologue-, firft, to awaken the 
town into new hope, that they may be pleaf- 
ed again at Drury-lane ; and then continue, 
actually, topleaje them, by fome fuch new 
fpirit, as I have touch 'd upon, in the turn 
of their entertainments. 

After this, I have nothing to add, but 
that I muft alwaysbe, 'what I always ha\;e 
been, 

Sir, 

Tdftr jiricereft adiriirer^ 
And mojl obedient Servant, 
A. Hill. 
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7* Mr Booth. 

Dec, 25, 1732. 
SIR, 

YO U cannot imagine, what plcafure it 
gives me, to fee you difpofed to re- 
member the fpirit of fulphur, which I fent 
you laft year. I have a private, and a fiMie 
regard' for your health : The part I bear, in 
every good or ill, that concerns the man I am 
charmed by ; and the obligation I am un- 
der, to concur with the nmjhes of a people. 

It would give me pain, to be thought ca- 
pable of an unweigh'd advice, upon fuch an 
important occafion. But, it was evident, 
from what you told me, of your fymptoms, 
and, from what I obferved, when I looked 
on you, that, in order to ftrike at the root, 
it mull be neceffary to temper and fubdue 
a corrofive and acrimonious bile ; to the 
heat and excefs whereof, I impute your fe- 
ver, and its confequences. 

If, in order to preferve health, the bilious, 
and" pancreatic, juices, mull operate, with a 
kind of balance of their contrary qualities, 
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in the aft of digeftion ; the natural effect of 
a bile, too volatile, and exalted, muft be an 
over-aftjve ftimulation, by which the ali- 
mentary fubftance will be hurried into the 
blood, before' digeftion is- perfected j ren- 
dering it vifcid, and apt to {tick, and bring 
on obftru&iops, 

Hence jaundices, and a long train of mif- 
chiefs ; to remove all which, by removing 
the caufe, fuch a generous acid, as fpirit of 
fulphur, conveys to the deficient fide, anea- 
fy and immediate afilftance ; and, by invi- 
gorating the languor of the pancreatic, 
checks the acrimony of the bilious juice ; 
and fo, to talk with the faculty, the chyle be- 
comes laudable. 

This prevents all inc reafe of the diftem- 
per i but, to diflodge the clammy humours, 
which have been thrown upon the veftels 
already, I believe there is nothing fo effec- 
tual, or fo pleafant, as the ufe of fome fuch 
dilutent liquid, as the Ijlington waters, 
brought you frefh every morning. For 
that will temper the heat -, thin and cool the 
blood ; and, by promoting excretion of all 
kinds, ibon, and fafely, difcharge the ob- 
ftruftion. 
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, As to the PJ*y->b6*fi>> which is fick of ft 
diftemper, Ids dangerous than yours, its 
cure is alio much more eafy. — Tho' Tragedy 
is what ought to pteafe moft— k is -too provo- 
king a truth, that it does not. *- What have 
you therefore to do, but, with Ben Jobnfim, 

IFWbear, to give them wheat, 
Since they wiM acorns eat ! 

It is eafier, to invent ten taking Farces, 
and Pantomimes, than plan die conduct of 
one good Tragedy ; and, while the finalleft 
.pains will be moft liberally paid for, why is 
not the force of your company (much 
ftrongeft, on this weak fide) exerted to its 
fulleft capacity ? — You have dancers, fing- 
ers, fainters, comic afters, certainly fuperior 
to your Rivals ; but the -defect is, your en- 
tertainments, of this kind, are not enough o- 
riginals ; they keep too imitative an eye upon 
one, who is, himfelf, but an impoftor of 
French buffoonery. 

Nugis addere pandas, mould be the motto 
to a pantomime theatre ; — I don't mean, 
that thefe light things mould carry dulnefs, 
inftead of weight, by too grave, or too fe- 

rious 
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rk>us a caft— y«t there ought to bcpurpoje 
and /««/, It is impoffibie, that any man 
ihould laugh, with lefs pleafure, only be- 
cause lie has reafon, as well as humour, for 
laughing.; and were the tricks of Harlequin 
connected into a thread, and the confequen- 
ces of fome ftory and defign, they might, 
undoubtedly, he more lively, more various, 
more extravagant, and furprizing ; and, yet, 
give.pleafurej without Jhame \ both which 
we now receive, together. Every little fan- 
cy affords occafion, to join meaning with 
Jhffw, The pretty fcene of a bay-cart, in 
your country revets (which has little effect, 
as it is) might have given room for changes, 
odd whims, and extravagancies, to have 
Jcept thenoufe in a roar, for eight or ten 
minutes, together, at an expence of ten 
or fifteen pounds only. — The water-mill, 
in one of your Pantomimes, is an inftance, 
how much, little, unexpected oddnefles, can. 
divert our fashionable audiences. 

In fbprt, were I concerned in your pa- 
tent, I mould think fome fuch fcheme as 
the following, moft likely to fecure the 
town's partiality, in favour of that com- 
pany, • 

As 
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As for new Plays, I fhould wifh, unlefs 
they had a very diftinguifhing merit, never 
to bring on any : For, to what, but the fre- 
quency of wijr ones,, is it owing, that ? in-' 
ftead of a raifed expectation, people come 
malicioufly bent, to a new Play, as depend- 
ing on the cuftomary ndnfenfe. Whereas, 
in a theatre, . where nothing but what, at 
leaft, deferves to fucceed, is admitted, it 
would foon become the mode, to expeft 
pleafure at a new Play ; and the audiences 
would bring their 'good nature 'along with 
them, and leave their cat-calls behind them. 

The appetite of the public, being too de- 
praved for plain meats, fhould be humoured 
with feafonings zvi&fpices : For which rea- 
fon, inftead of 'Tragedy, they fhould have 
dramatic opera -^md, inftead of comedy, co- 
mic opera. They fhould, every year, have 
an entire new pantomime, or two, ftrongly 
plan'd, and cnliven'd with as much humour, 
and as wanton a vein of gaiety, machinery, 
and bujlle, as poffible ; — and th$ whole fo 
contrived, as to introduce aptly, (and not by 
head and fhoulders) all the ftrength of the 
company, as to unging, dancing^ &c. in 
character. 

If 
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If, in the intervals, between any two en- 
tertainments of this kind, there mould arife 
a necefiity to play a round of the old Trage- 
dies, or Comedies, on the ftock, I mould 
think it neceflary to re-inforce them, with 
auxiliary farcei, and whimfical interludes, 
whereby to give them the influence of no- 
velty, and refrefh that fatiety> which the 
town has fo many years complained of. 

There are fifty old Plays , which have ne- 
ver been aSled, in the memory of man ; and 
which (as they are) could never deferve to be 
revived ; which, yet, might* in a very little 
time, receive additions and alterations, to fit 
them for bringing on, either as dramatic, or 
as comic operas ; and give them a probability 
of running into applaufe, and doing infinite 
fervice to the company. 

Nay, even a humourous fong, of fome 
length, and in character, made and compo- 
fed to the tafte current, for Mrs Rafter and 
Btoppeiear, might fometimes have, in a man- 
ner, the effect, of an intire entertainment. 

But why am I teaching Hannibal the art 

- of war f — only, becaufe it is ufual to lay a- 

fide 
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fide all referve, when in company with 
thoTe, whofe interefts we wifli well to ; and 
while I am writing to Mr. Beotb, I am talk- 
ing to him : It is, therefore, the lefs a won- 
der, if I know not when to leave off.— I de- 
figned to have writ, this morning, hut have 
been prevented by company all day, and it 
is now too late, to fend you the letter, 'till 
to-morrow. I will wiih you a. good night, 
though I am not within hearing ; but I am 
always your moftconftant admirer, and 

Your moft bumble Servant. 

A. Hill. 



To Mr Pope. 

Jan. 16, 1733. 
SIR, 

I Thank you, with a double pleafure, for 
the prefent of your Epiftle, Oftbeufeof 
riches j becaufe it brought me a proof, that 
you have good-nature enough, to remem- 
ber one, who rauft have fetmed not to have 
deferved the diftincrion. But my reafqn for 
not acknowledging, fooner, the due fenfe I 
have of many other favours, you have been 
fc obliging, as to intend me 7 is, from an oc- 
cafion, 
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caiion, I have in view, of doing it very 
Shortly. 

I am forry, the man of Rofs, who is, fo 
beautifully, your theme, is not, like the 
Thames to Sir John Denham, your example 
alfo.-— You will ftart , I make no doubt, at an 
accufation you are fo unconfcious of defer- 
ving. — Yet, wc know ourfelves too little ! 
and 1 muft, in fpite of my friendship, join 
the world, in its cenfure of this manifeft de- 
feat in your conduit, who can fuppofe it 
fufficient, to {hake over us, now and then, 
a thin Sprinkling, from ftorcs fo inex- 
hauftibly rich and defirable ! 

I with you an increafe of happinefs, and 
of health, in this, and every new year j and 

am,. 

Sir, 

Tour moft faithful, 
Jbtd obedient Servant, 

A. Hill; 
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To Mr. Pope. 

' May 16, 1733. 

Dear Sir, ■ ■ 

I Can affure you, with great truth and 
pleafure, that I never pafs a' day -with- 
out thinking of you: And, but for this, 
I mould be.alhamed to remember, how 
long it is fince I ought to have thanked 
you, for an imitation not to be imitated. I 
muft own, there is a ipirit, in the honeft vi^- 
vacity of that- piece, that charmed me to 
the foul. In your other writings, lam 
pleafed by the; poet ; I am, here, in love 
with the man. 

I was, lately, looking among my papers, 
and met with the copy of fome lines, I fent 
you, five or fix years ago, from Nfwcajile, 
in one of my journeys to Scotland: — It was 
loofely, and negligently drefied ; and, de- 
figning to let it be'feen in the world, I have 
brufi>ed off the duft.of the road, and, I 
wifh I could fay, made it fit for your re- 
ception. 

In a converfation, a year or two fince, 
concerning the affairs of the ilage, you told 
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me,' that there was a patent, in the hands of 
one of the Davenants, of which no ufe was 
made, and which you feem'd to think it 
eafy to procure an alignment of. 

Methinks, this muft have been the 
KUfygrevD patent j for /bat, which was grant- 
ed to Sir William Davenant, is the patent, 
under which Mr. Rich now afts. 

I should be very much obliged to you, 
for an information, of what you know, con- 
cerning this patent ; you mall fliortly have 
my reaibn for this curiofity in, 

Dear Sir, Tours, Sec. 

A. Hill. 



■ -To Mr. HlGHMORE. . 

SIR, ; •'_' MS.Wi. 

THE. late revolt of yonr mercenaries, 
Would, like; all other Ja&ions, have 
been inflamed, by too violent meafures ; and 
encouraged, by apprehenfions, too manifefl: : 
— - You have fleered, like an able pilot, be- 
tween both thefe extreams ; and the feafon, 
K. allowing 
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allowing them a clue time for reflection, wUl 
reduce things, I hope, tt> their old ntuation. 

In the interim, fince .this accident has 
made you fo bufy, that I might not, per- 
haps, fo foon as I wjfb, enjoy the pleasure 
of your conversation, I mall write you my 
fentiments, and leave them to yc^r judg- 
ment. 

I don't (enow, whether ope ought to be 
moft diverged, or amazed, at that extraordi- 
nary conceit of the Players— ^That tbeflagebes , 
teen Jo highly improved, fince the Patent £eU 
under' their management. 

I consider no aftion of Sir Richard 
Steel's, with fo little regard for his memory, 
as that lazy delegation ', fince he procured his 
authority upon pretences, directly oppofitc 
t© the ufe he made of it, in an alignment, 
fo unworthy the parade of his application. 
— To me, it feems an infult upon the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind, to fuffer thefe peo- 
ple to boaft of their capacity for managing a 
Theatre, while they are giving proofs to the 
public, every night they appear, mat they 
neither kmw hoiv to judge t or acJ > or JfeaK 
vntb 
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yifafi much as fpkrabU prop-iety, or the ka§ 
grace of decorum. 

Iy, to have furfeited the town,, with a 
chpaking fucceffion of abjurdities j — if, to 
have drejfed, inftead of redrejjed, Mr. Cibher, 
91^4 his firing of comedies j — if, to confider 
tjie ww pieces, which are offered them, in 
m other light, than whether their authors 
w*U make interefi to fupport them j — if, to 
revive fo few old ones, that, like the French 
at an opera, our audiences are able to bear 
part with the aftors •, and, finally, if not to 
jiav? found, made, or left, one prcuniling 
genius, for ihejlagt, to fiicceed to thejame of 
fuc|i mUhk inprutfors ; — If thefe are th< 
marks of a capacity, for directing a Thtaire, 
then, the Players have a rtVAi, that can never 
be, w/2iotuyi. 

But, I think, there is no. di^ut* t out of 
f h e neighbourhood of Covent Garden, whe- 
ther the /•?£{ ought to be in the &?«<& of 
&0& who caft themfelvss attorsi or of 
sven, who are able to teack them, how, ip- 
ds$d t $a become a&ors. — In ihejirfi cafe, 
(foe partiality of human weakness,, and va- 
%#$, muift, a^d will ruio. a company. In 
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the Jecond, fuppofing the requifite applica- 
* tion, there can be no other objection. 

It 'is needlefs to remark, to you, what 
an advantage it would be, to fettle a fcheme 
of your campaign, now your forces are at 
peace, in their quarters. But I would offer 
to your examination, how far the profits of 
the patent might be inereafed, from a' more 
'vigorous proceeding, than has been cufto- 
hiary, for about three months, before 
Cbriftmas. ' 

■ That fir ft part of the feafon, being,'na- 
turalry, thcwtokeft, ihbuB, methinks, have 
the ftrbngefi fflpport: 1 wonder, therefore, 
how the fafliion cairieup, to get ready no 

-new entertainments, 'till about the begirihinig 
of 'January. The town is full enough, and 
cool enough, before that time of the year, 
to' give all the encouragement that can be 
wifhed, wer"e there ' novelty enough in the 

-plays, thenj\i'fcmg t ht'ofr, and merit enough, in 

- the afting of them, to atfratrand reward 
-«uriofity. It were fu'pernubus, to add one 

inference, which muft neceflarihj be drawn, 

- as to what might be expected, in the. heart 
r of trie feafon, when your very, opening mail 

- have given fo unufaal a tafte to the public. 

It 
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It is true, it would be- difficult to procure 
any flock, of promifing pieces, .fince authors, 
do not chufe! to. have them brought, on, in 
that early feafpn, becaufe,' 'till their friends 
are ajl irt town, their benefits .may be liable 
to. f offer : But, in this cafe; I cpuld recomT 
mend ao expedient, having feveral fine old 
Plays, properly altered, together with acenr 
fiderable. variety of new, and humorous.enr 
fcertainments, in my- hands.— Partof the.prer 
paratiori I have been making a longwhile, 
with defign to attempt a new Theatre ; but 
I have poftponed, that defign,. with -inten- 
tion, againft next feafon, to purehafe fpme 
fhare in the pateutj about whjch^ Mr. Vi$w 
tells me, you. have no 'exception to ipy 
treating with" the Ladies. 

If you pleafe, therefore, I will execute a, 
fcheme for your company, from the open- 
ing, to Cbriftmas next^ without any benefit, 
confideration, or claim, of any kind, further 
than a fourth, part of the clear profits, 
which (hall be made, during that time, for 
the patent j and, as to apprehenfions of lofs, 
I will indemnify you againft any, by making 
it up, as faft as it happens. 

K 3 An 
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An agreefnefi t, that is founded on fuch a 
propofal as this, requiring no change of 
property, may be 1 prefently made, and every 
party concerned (unlefs I ftrangely deceive" 
myfelf) find an intereft in. it, without ha- 
zard. As to your deferters 3 if they return", 
they too, I believe, will find it to . their be- 
nefit. — If they refufe, they will have the 
mortification to fee themfefves lets neceffary, 
than they imagine ; and the patent fupport- 
ed, at leaft, as effeclually, as with them. 

" If you favour me, with your concurrence 
to this propofal, it will be eafy to iettle 
rneafures, for Carrying it into execution, after 
ft conference, or two, between youffelf arid, 

Sir, 

Tour mtfi humble t 

And obedient Servant, 

A, Hill. 
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7i Mr. B r. 

^psrf 31,1733. 
Dear Sir, 

TH E good news, that you are reco- 
vering your ftrength, has given me 
fo fincere a plcafur*, thati uiftead of finding 
a congratulation, I might expect to receive 
one upon it. 

As the way, to keep health, when you 
hive regained it, n, by a mixture of tempe- 
rance and etiercife ; the firft of which you 
are" fiSffieiently furnifhed with' in yourfelf, 
it ought to be the endeavour of yoW/wWf, 
t<> draw you irito the lafi, by a" plot to in- 
volve you in I 



Yon have heard of the defign, which I 
have now' in hand, ofefiabiijfiing an academi- 
cei Theatre, for improving the tafte ofthefiage % 
and training upymng dBors and dftrtjfes t for 
the fupply of the Patent Theatres. So runs the 
declaration, with a view, to obviate the ma- 
rice and oppbfition of the other houfes, and 
their patrons. I hate, ifi a' manner, the 
whole company, already formed, and can, 
K. 4 I believe, 
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I believe, be in a readinefs to open, by the 
beginning of November, at fartheft ; with a 
race of Plays and Entertainments, fo new 
in themfelves, and the manner in which 
they will be afted, that the fucceft will, I 
think, be injured by the novelty. 

I am offered a patent, on condition of 
paying a confederation . of 400 /. per annum. 
But, juft as I was going to clofe, with this 
offer, it occurred to my thoughts, that^ow 
may eafily make intereft, to obtain a licence, 
during pleafure, which' wilLdothe bufihefs, 
-as well as a patent, with this confiderable 
■difference,' in its favour, — that the four 
-hundred pounds per annum will, ihftead of 
-being loft, upon <a perfon who deferves no 
regard, make cafy the life-of myjriitid, who 
is intitled to all my good wifhes. ■'■■_ 

Are you jure-, you can get this <done ? 
— If you can, I will take , no meafurcs, 'till I 
have talked with you upon it. In the mean 
time, I will briefly hint to you, the fcheme 
I intend to proceed by. 

In the firft place, I mall publifh; and get 
put into all proper hands, a pamphlet ex- 
plaining the defign, and why it deferves en- 
couragement. 
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couragfiment. — In the next plaaeylifliaH 

propbfe a fubfcriptioni*for fix.;nighb;':to~.& 
Tragedy and a falhioriable folly, in ; the rear 
-of it, by way" of trial, whether the company 
and defign are worth encqurageirig, or ho-j 
fubmitting the grant, or refusal of the li- 
cence, to the public effecT: "of thofe fix 
nights, upon the opinion* of the town in 
general. . . 

, . TtfiS JS a condition, that will make it im- 
poffible for my Lord Chamberlain, to throjv 
any rub in-the way ofthe licence, which 
may then be obtained with more facility. 

, .And, becaufe, in all events, youyihalljje ' 
fure'of not wafting Kour.time, if.yputfftipk 
'ypii can procure fuch, a. nittfcriptfojir fqr'fije 
'ni'ghtsV,(for Votiairis Zjaha) you .$£$ ,)»Ke fc 
half the promts, which may be very conii- 
rlerable, exclufive - of the four hundred 
pounds 'fir annum, for jhe licence; which -is 
; to be procured afterward. 

Tfltjs I have given you a ^lort fcheme 
of my intention, which, I hope, may con- 
tribute,,^ fome meafure, to the lafting hap- 
; pinersl wifh you. Be fo good, focdnfider, 
' what 
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what you judge your intefeft able to do in 
it i and, if you are fure you can do it, tell 
me fo, in but two lines, and there re no ci- 
ther pcrfon, in the world, fhaU be rJiou^bt 
of, in this a#air, by, 

t>ear Str, 
. . Tear moft dffe&iionstti 

And obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 



Madam, 

NAture is fo fhuch your friend, that 
you want but the ailiffarice of Art, 
16 niake diat beauty .ftrohg and*. piercing, 
which, already, is fo loft and pfeanrig. 

TUU p'reienf condition of the flage", af- 
fords a lucky opportunity, for Aich a perton, 
as Mifs -■ ■■ — would {he put oh fiul and 
Pajton, to tranfport us, with a kind of new 
creation. 

The moil finiflled beauty, without the 

force and fpirit that would animate the 

ftage, 
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ftage, can no more be called an aclrefs, than 
lihe" pi&ttfe of a fife Can be faid to burn : — 
The edoaH-^/rtff, 'tis true, and pkafe us, by 
their brigknefi j but we neither feel the 
btbt of the ftafne, hoi 1 ftfi k Varied, by 
motion. 

I learn it from yarn form j I read k 

in your eye ; I know it in your power ; that 
-we fbalt, one day, fee you/ 8fr refiia'fkably, 
As ftag«'S £&r?, as you are notf its Artrfrf- 
«rttf. AJloW me, therefore* to contribute a 
few hintfc> againft thk evening j haVlrig 
Ireard, bdt yeftefday, fh&yon are theft to 
appear, the firft time, ifi the chafa&e* gf 
hminda. 

It would be of infinite adttfftttge, coufel 
you, without foaming yoflf foioe, rtlfc it a 
tittle' higher y and, by a weight upon the fig- 
nificant words, make if flower, &ore m- 
•mift, and afticulate. — The way fo do flSfe, 
te, to make ufe of paufei, m alt proper pla- 
ces' : For, without thbfe f c-ftin'gs, our uridef- 
ftamtfmg^ wanting time to* receive impref- 
fions from the ear, retains, bnt defe&iveiy, 
the image of the meaning, being carrtmoaWy 
hurried forward, to a new idea, while the 
$tdi& unformed and imperfe£t. 

The 
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The actor, who paufes judicioufly, will 
be fure to appear in earneft, like the con- 
ceiverof what he : utters j whereas, without 
paufing, the words, arifing too-faft for the 
thought, demonftrate him but a repeater of 
what he fliould feem to invent, before he 
exprcffes it. 

Pauses have ftill this further advan- 
tage, that, by their help, an actor may take 
,-breath, and rife wronger," and ftronger — 
-never draining his voice, beyond its natural 
qopipafsj and yet, have force and elevation 
to {hake the hearts of his hearers. 

I have inclofed fo much of a printed co- 
py, as contains the whole part of lmoinda y 
.afldmark'd, with^ftar, thepropereft places 
- for paufing ; to which I will only add, that 
the meafure of time, in a paufe, fhould vary 
according to the fenfe. But it will, in ge- 
neral, be enough to reft, as long as might 
fumce, to pronounce fuch a word as power. 
— I have drawn a few lines thus, under pla- 
ces where the voice is to be ftrong, high, 
and emphattcal. 

From 
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From your manner o£ /peaking, I come 
to your manner of looking ; which, in the 
ufual fenfe of the word, it is not poffibje for 
you to improve, beyond its prefent perfec- 
tion. But, I mean not the face, hut the 
pafjum which fhould appear in it. You will 
find, if you put on a melancholy look, your 
voice will naturally found forrowful : A 
joyful look will give a lively found . to the 
voice : And if, when you mean to be an- 
gry, you fhould fpeak with a ferene coun- 
tenance, your voice would not exprefs . an- 
ger, but affeB it ; — and fo fail to move the 
paffion, you intend to excite in us. 

Under this head, permit me, to caution 
you againft relaxing, and becoming languid 
and unconcerned, as foon as you have done 
fpeaking. The quite contrary way, of at- 
tending to what is anfwered, as if you really 
were lmoinda, and.felt, not adted, her hopes, 
fears and diftreffes, will charm and engage 
an audience the more, as it is fcarce ever 
praclifed. —For the fame reafon, though no 
face is mown,' fo much to its advantage as 
yours, it would be proper to refufe us that 
pleafurei for another, which will arife, from 
; our obferving your eye, kept fixed upon the 
perfon's, 
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perfon's, who, is ipeaking to you, or to 
whom you are fpeakiag. 

ApTEK the mice, and $he M, I h&ve 
room to add but a word or twe, about ww* 
went and fi&kn. A fliape, fo fjntfhcd as 
yours, has all the reafon, jn. the world, to 
take it ill, that ypu endeavour fa conceal it. 
Pleafe, therefore, to extend ypur arms, with 
an opener freedom, as often as it is neceuV 
ry, — Remember, what effect It has in fo- 
leran dances.--It gives a grandeur, a grace, 
anji fignincpjqe, to the air ; and was, in a 
manner, the chief fepret of Mrs. P&ter, in 
tragical attitudes j as it is. now of inespreffi- 
ble advantage to Mifs Rafter, in comic ones. 

So too, the Step: Jhould be flow, fof$, and 
lately ; nothing limited, or confined, but 
every gefture, natural and animated. Your 
modefty mould be quickened with jpir it, and 
your freedom corrected by fweetnefi. It will, 
\ confefs, be exchanging to your Wis ; but 
you muft go out ofyourfeff, into the per&a 
of Im'mda. . 

I am fenfible, that the tin^ % as well as 

the hints, will- be fhort j but I was not foctn 

enough informed,, to b? fuller $ and am opt 

without 
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without hope,- that this little may be of 
fome fmall fervice, if you add tb.ea$ftance 
of your own difcernment, and refle&ion, 
to ti)£ degcjept endeavours of, 

, Madam, 

Your moft obedient 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Madam 

TLTAving wanted room in the ciofc of 
my letter, to explain, how freedom, 
and ppennefs of action, contributed the 
chief beauty, to thoie paffionate attitudes, 
for which Mrs Porter was fp happuy re- 
markable, I add this flip, by way of poft- 
cript, , to give one inftance of my meaning, 
out of the part oilmoipda. 

In the 84. page of tl>e inclos'd printed 
meets, Imoinda's joy for, her efcape from 
the governor, is interrupted by her Huf- 
-bggd's pointing out to her the dead body 

«f 
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of Aboan : upon which flie cries out in a 
fodden furprize, Aboan ! 

This fingle word would have afforded 

Mrs Porter an occafion, of forcing tears, 

• from the moil knowing part of the audience, 

and a thunder of applaufe from the moft 

numerous. 

She would, firft, have worn upon her 
face, an eafy look of joy, the effect of her 
efcape to her hufband ; but (he would have 
chang'd it, into a look of apprehenfion, and 
concern, upon obferving Orotmoko's expreffi- 
on, that, 

" There's, now, no further ufe of Words! 

Next, upon' his talking of death, and 
pointing to Aboah's body, flie would have 
affum'd a more earned: fear, and, catching 
off her eye from her bujband, look'd afide 
for the body j and advanced toward it, with 
her face bent upon it, and her hands 
a little rais'd, in fign"of "the pity, "flie 
felt,- at fight of fuch a barbarity, tho* not 
yet, imagining,, that it was one fo dear to 
her. hufband, as Aboan. 

■■••>'. ■"■:- But 
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. But, while fhe bends over the body, fhe 
difcerns whofe it is ; and flatting back with 
aftonifhment, and horror, throws out her 
arms, to their utmoft extent, and, at the 
fame inftant of time, cries out, with a voice, 
fais'd into wonder^ and agony— Abo an ! as if 
me would have added, Is it be. The man, 
fo near to you ? fo loving, and fo lov'd, by 
you ? ' . 

In the fame moment recollecting, that O- 
roonoko'%i fatemuft, in all likelihood, be next. 
The horror of that conception roots her 
feet to the Jtage-^~Yet, fhe forces herfelf 
half round, toward her hufband, and, with 
her arms ftill ftretch'd wide out, looks" at 
him with a fpeechlefs, imploring, diffrac- 
tion . of countenance ; fometimes, turning 
Tier eye to Aboan'% body, and then back upon 
Qrconoho, till the fenfe of what fhe appre- 
hends, throws her lips, arms, and frame, in- 
to a trembling, that muft touch every heart, 
in the audience. 

I need not add the neceffity, there would 

be, to prevent interruption from the per- 

fon, who acts Oroonoko, by preparing him t« 

he filent, till the end of the aSiion. 

L 
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Dear Sir, 

IReceiv'd ypur letter with a great deal of 
pleafure ; gnd came to town, time e- 

nough to fee Mifs H y t in the beft part 

of Imoinda. 

I had heard the day before, that fiie was. 
to perform it ; and, in order to do her all' 
the fervice in my power, difpatch'd a fcrvant 
to town, on purpofe, yefterday morning,, 
with a letter to her, containing, the befty 
and moft obvious, general hints, which i% 
was.either proper, or pra&icable, to give 
her, at fuch a dulance, and fo fliort a warn- 
ing. 

I can't iiy,meanfwered the hopes, Ihad 
conceiv'dofher; ihefpoke withtoo lowland 
faint a voice ; and look'd and mbv'd, with too 
little force : But of this I am fure, that, i£ 
her voice is not, naturally, too weak ('which: 
I find, is every body's opinion) it will be ea- 
fy enough, to infpirit her motion and ge-. 
fture : But it muft be done, not by written 
but ferfonal inftruclaons. ■- 

I" WOULD 

. Disced oy G00gle 
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I would have given a good deal, to 
have known, but a fortnight before, thaj: 
-ihe was to appear, in that character : If. 
4s a terrible misfortune to the houfe, that 
-.nothing is. £0 little thought of, as improving 
ithe natural capacities of the actors ; : wher.gr 
as, you know very well, that the greateiV 
and raoft fcccompliih'd orators of antiquity, 
both thought it. necefiary, and fubmitted, 
-with pieaiiire, . to feck the advice, and opi,- 
-oion of their friends, before they became 
eible to ihine in their profeffion, "* 

By the Play, which I now fend you a 
- copy of a you will fee, that the part of Zarp 
is , fill'd with the .ftrongeft, and molt mi- 
ning pajfiom : And nothing is more certain. 

than that, (could Mifs H 's fpirit fuit 

it, as aptly, as her figure) it would raife her 
at once, to the feme of a capital- aftrefs ; 
whereas, Ihould I .cafi her into that part, 
.and her modefty. and diffidence not allow her 
- to* exert herfelf in it, as <£he ought, it 
would hurt not only the Piay, but .Mifs 
H--'s own intireftt 

I happen'd to fit near Lord G — gc, at 

the Play, and was curious to cbfervc him ; . 

L 2 as 
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as he is known to have a partiality, for the 
perfon of this lady ; and I own, I was charm- 
ed with a beautiful jlruggle, which I di£- 
cern'd, betwixt his judgment, and his tender- 
nefi. ■ He would not, openly applaud a per- 
formance, which was fainter, than . he 
'•wijh'd it : Yet, his humanity broke out upon 
■every occafion, where his rtafon could catch 
emotive for defending her : And one time 
■in particular, when, in the height of that 
■diftrefsful fcene, in the laft a&, feveral gen- 
tlemen, in the boxes, laugb'd aloud at ano- 
ther gentleman's tears, in the houfe (which, 
by the bye was a mirth of a favage original) 
Lord G — ge, apprehenfive for the Lady, 
cried out with a concern, that pleas'd me 
more than the Play, — " Tou jhould rat 
laugh fo loud, becaufe the people upon the ftage 
willfuppofe, they are aSlmg Hdiculoujly. 

: I am very glad, you arerefolv'd to do 

. every thing, in your power,' to raife a popu- 
lar intereft, for fupport of this Tragedy. 

: One ought to blu/h for the nation, where 
fuch a preparation is become neceffary : But 
our minds, are like fick men's jlomacbs, too 
weak, to digeft what is not minced, and put 

• into our mouths, by thofe, whofe tafte muft 

prefcribe for us. I am greatly delighted to 

hear 
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hear how fafr. you recover, which is but 
one of the many good wifhes, you are en-, 
titled to, from the affection of, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moji obedient ', 

And mojl bumble, Servant, 

A. Hill. 



OS. 15, 1733. 
Madam, 

TH O* it is impoffible, that you fliould 
be fo dead to a fenfe of your own 
charms, as not to think me very impertinent, 
when I tell you, I was not fo much pleas'd 
as I expe&ed to be, with your performance 
of Imoinda : -Yet, I dare truft your mind, 
againft your heart, fo far as to depend on 
your pardoning the great defire I have, to 
hear every body call you zjineAffrefs, as fin- 
cerely as they own you zjine Woman. 

That you are the/*/, to" a very charm- 
ing degree, was, I dare fwear, the opinion 
of every gendeman, then, prefent: Yet, 
they fuffer'd you to go thro' that part with- 
L 3 out 
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out notice or apphufe, in the very bkom of 
your ycuth t and the triumph of your beauty-. l 

It was in. nobody's power, but your own, 
to have made this pojjtble — Had you per- 
mitted your midtfty, to have enliven 'd itfelf 
with majefty : Had you thrown fpirit into 
your voice, zn&paflion into your motion, there 
had been a houfe-full of Oroonoko'% , and 
every body in the audience, would have 
wifh'd to die for Imoinda. 

It were fdfejt, I confefs, to. leave- you 
in the veil, which.your humility has thrown 
over your influence:' And it i$ little better 
than a plot, againft the quiet of the public, 
to lend ambition to a conqueror,' who is 
willing to forget, 6t negle.cY her own pow- 
er. But, th'o" you are angry with the lmtt£ t 
whil'fi it is difcompofing. you id a Journef, 
yet, you, forgive it very willingly, when you 
perceive, it has blown away the chuds 3 
that intercepted the Sun-fiine,' 

I trouble you, therefore, once more, 
with my defire,' ' that you will fceftow a little 
time and thought,' upbn the beauties which 
yoii may affUme c you are fo unwilling to 
remember /^/'youTiave^in.ydur fofpffieti, 
2 that 
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that you owe yourfelf, by way of ballance, 
a double concern for thofe, you are to be 
' poflefs'd of, hereafter. 

- If you pleafe, after having considered 
the abftract, which I inclofe, to apply its 
rules to the fpeech I have added, accord- 
ing to the marginal notices, you will find 
there is not half the difficulty, you may 
have apprehended, in the fludy of an art, 
which nature has fo form'd you for min- 
ing in. 

I am far from wondering, thatlfaw not 
the whole effect of thofe bints, which were 
fent you but juft before you appear'd on the 
ftage, that evening : I rather think it won- 
derful, you could fo foon, and fo judiciously 
apply, as I fawyou did, the remarks, relating 
to Paufes, and Emfhafis. What feems moft 
to be wifh'd, is a fuller, and more pom- 
pous, dwelling on your words in Tragedy j 
and a more diftinct, and higher elevation 
of your voice, which is too fweet, to leave 
us fatisfied with fo little of it, as you gene- 
rally give us. 

If you are weary of thefe troublefome 

advices, you have but one way to avoid 

L 4 them ; 
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them ; and that is, to disregard and negs- 
Je&them : Tor, if I obferve, that they are 
of any advantage to you, I am fo fond of 
contributing to your intereft and diftin&ion, 
that the Lord knows what perfecution you 
may not expect, from, 

Madam, 

Tour moji Obedient, " 

. Humble Servant. 

A. Hill* 



. 0#. 19, 1733. 

-SIR, 

Observing, in" the bills to-day, that 
Torrifmond is to be atfted by you, fo 
much fooner than I expelled j and remem- 
bering the requeft you made me, at the 
houfe, I chufe rather to mark the part, in 
more hafte than I could have wiflied, than 
mifs this opportunity of doing you, I hope, 
fome little fervice. 

I noN*T know what reafons the friends 
of another houfe may have, for fupport of 
their, partiality ; but, for my part, I have 
two 
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two ftrong motives, for contributing, every 
way in my power, to the fuccefs of Drury- 
Lane Theatre. I know that you have more 
natural merit than your rivals j and every 
body knows that you have more enemies, 
and more modefty. 

If you will pardon my freedom, fof 
putting you in mind of an improvement, 
which you need only remember, and you* 
will attain, I would wilh to fee you af- 
fume that gracefulnefs, weight, and eafmefs, 
which muft follow, from your keeping a 
more raifed eye ; and erect, yet eafy, neck ; 
— It will add nature to your meanings, and 
majejly to your words, and your aSitons | 
whereas the contrary practice gives the ap- 
pearance of levity ; Iofes the noble opennefs 
of the breaft ; and contributes to fcatter and 
confound the voice ; much of which it 
throws inward, from the audience. 

I take the knowledge of the pajfions to be 
the only thing neceffary, to make ^.finijhed 
aSlor, where the voice, and the figure, have 
fuch advantages, as you are poffefTed of; 
and I have pointed them out as diitinctly, as 
I had room to do it, in the marginal blanks 
of 
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of the Play, which I, herewith, fend you * 
to which I have added (beiides lines under 
the emphatical words) little ftrokes, in this 
manner, | in the places, where paufing is 
proper : Firft, for the fake of the lenfe * 
and next, for a failing to the voice t which 
will always, by. that help, be able to main- 
tain its- ftrength,- and efcape thofe impleading 
craeki) which are, cUe > &> frequent, and un- 
avoidable. 

As to aBiofiy its excefs, either way, is, t 
think, equally faulty , but of this, I am 
fiire, that the changes of the paflions being 
mice found and felt, the proper movements 
of the body rauil be the neceffary confe- 
rence. 

It wilt be needlefs to obferve to yon* 
that forrifinond's character is diflinguiffied 
by a fpirited foftnefs> a genteel, mafculine 
tendermfSy that, at once, polifhes and fires 
him. — His way of Jiepping and aBing, 
therefore, (if I am not miftaken) would be 
raoft naturally hit,' by a gentle, majeftic 
ftatelinefs, every where animated and ftrong, 
but never light, or unbalanced. 

If 
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v If any thing I have herein done, £ball 
contribute to increafe ■ that expectation, th<j 
town is beginning to conceive in your &•* 
your, it will give me a very great pieafurcj 
for you have all the good wifhes of, 

Sir, 

Tour mojl bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



OB, 24, 1733. 
SIR, 

IF I had not been very much engaged, 
for thefe two or three days paft, I mould 
fooner have informed you, that you pleafed 
me extremely, in Torrifmmd ; and, left fay- 
ing this mould be too little, becaute you 
muft have obferved, that you pleafed every 
body, I will add, that you convinced me, 
at the fame time, that you have the genius 
of an a&or, and are born to mine in the 
bufinefs. 

For this reafon, it will give me a plea- 
fure, to contribute all the hints I am capa- 
ble of, to! affift fo riling a merit; and, if 
you 



i$6 Original Letters.' 
you arc to aft the Earl ofEJfex, which, I 
hear, is coming on, I will interleaf your 
part, if you fend it me, and make room for 
the neceflary notes upon the paffkm. — I 
will do the fame for Hamlet, if it comes into 
your hands, as I hope it foon will ; for I have 
told Mr. Highmore, I will undertake for 
your appearing, with honour, in that cha- 
racter. 

. I confess, I was agreeably furprized, to 
fee you, at the firft eflay, rife ib touchingly 
out of a lightnefs, that cuftom, want of re- 
flection, and the volatile turn of your fpirits, 
had made habitual to your practice. I ex- 
pected it would be a work, at leaft, of fome 
time j but you prevented my hopes at once ; 
affumed a weight, a iignificance, and a ma- 
jefty, which made us not only think, but 
-warmly Jeel you, a good acTror. 

I will venture to prophecy, that» when- 
ever you can forget an audience, you will 
charm them j it is fo eaiily in your power to 
afiume, and be aiTumed by the character, 
that I promife myfelf, I mall fee your eye 
/peaking, as intelligibly as your voice j Your 
.voice faving its ftrength, and preferving its 
harmony, by a judicious recovery of breath. 
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at- the paufing places ; and your motions for 
Jcmn, nerved, and adapted to the changes 
of the paffions. - 

If you had diftinguifhed all thefe requi- 
fites, in Rule a 1¥ije> and. have a Wife, as 
.finely as you did in Torrifrnond, the applaufe 
.which was given to youijire, would have 
.been paid' to your difcernment ; For . the 
-paffion, in ■ that character, is not a rafli, 
■quick, anger, but a thoughtful, manly, ddt- 
. berate,, determined, courage— the effect . of 
reafon and refolution ; which give a terror 
to his boldnefs, as if it pierced not the ear 
,only, but the heart of his nxife^ and thole 
with her. 

Add to this, that the voice, fo auociated 
f to the fenfe, breaks out (where it ought;) 
with ten times mbre tmijick and furprize, 
upon the audience, than it is capable of, 
when too equally and conftantly elevated. 

I began this letter with no other defign, 
. than to write for your part ; but, fincc I 
have infenfibly rambled fo much further, 
(like a man who is walking where he is de- 
lighted with the profpect of the country) 
I will add a line, or two, more, to remind 
you 
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you, of the advantage it gives to die goac* 
of an %£kmhperjbn, when his'.iiW is kept 
raifed j not rounding too ligiitly, ;as If it 
played with the found of the words ; and 
the eye fixiid intently, and held, ftneiniiigly 
fteady, on the proper object before it. fBh 
and the nerves of the neck, arms,' and feet, 
ftrongly braced, in all action, whether vio- 
lent or paffive, (ftill <liftinguiming th«^tf- 
.fe^ent propriety of each) will not onlyiiW- 
-pirefs the Jpeftators, but actually warm the 
Player bim/eff, into a real feeling of the paf- 
fions he is feting. ; 

There is another great beauty, m a 
Player, who enters ftrongly into nature, 
and that is, the fignificance of filent aBitm, 
where, after he has done [peaking, himfelf, 
he attends to what is anfwered, as If it, in 
good earneft, concerned him. This alarms 
and awakens the audience ; who, on the 
contrary, grow languid and unattentive, 
when they obferve a negligence in the 
.actors; juftasohe lazy yawner mall fet a 
, room-ful of his acquaintance a-yawning, for 
company. I am, 
Sir, 
Tour moft obedient Servant, 

A.HlLL. 
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Madam* 

EVery body was charmed with the CpU 
rit of your action and voice, in Lady 
jitut> fo that, now I am pofitive, it is in, 
your power, to reach every thing upon the 
ftage, that is either natural, or amiable. . 

That you may, in Rutland, have appor* 
(unity to confirm this opinion, by a proof, 
that will confound and aftonifh thofe, who 
are in a contrary way of thinking ; pleafe to 
fend me the part, because I will interleaf it, 
to make room for the fullerl notes I can, 
think of, and wait on you, with it, on 
Friday. 

In the Mifer, to night, be fo good as to' 
think of one caution. I have observed a 
kind of beautiful harry, in pronouncing your 
words, when you are acting in comedy. — t 
"call it beautiful, becaufe it fprings from a 
want of vanity ; for, certainly, if you re* 
fleeted, with how much pleafure you are 
liftened to, you would fpread out your #ut? 
fa and dwell, with distinction, upon thj: 



BtfT, 

i^edoy GoOgle 
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But, exclufive of this very good reafon, 
there is another, which makes it necejfary ; 
for, while you haften too eagerly, to come 
fo the end of what you are faying, your 
voice appears weaker, than it is, becaufe, by 
not /welling the fignificant words, nor diftin- 
guifhing the periods, by reftinglohg enough 
hetween them, you run thefenjetoo clofe 
together,— and, thereby, diforder your mean- 
ing, as your glajs would your fight, if, m- 
ftead of keeping it at the due diftance, you 
fhould bring it too near to your, eye ; which, 
Indeed, it might have good caufe for defi- 
ling, if it were, really, as animated as it a£- 
pears-to be, when you look in it. 

In order to warm every body, who fees 
you ail, you need only refolve to forget that 
you are adting. *Tis the thought of the au- 
dience, that takes away the natural air of the 
playen Whatever is well done on the Jfage'i 
' muft be done with the fame force, free- 
dom, and fpirit, as if it was doing in aBuai 
/(/e; It will, elfe, carry a constraint, that only 
robs it of its beauty, as it is common for 
people's pi&ures to be drawn ftiff, prim, and 
'effe3ed % ftam their endeavouring to look with, 
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a more than ordinary referve, when they go 
to fit for their faces. I am, 

Madam, 

Tour mofi obedient 

Humble Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



°*-3°» *733- J " 
Madam, 

IN the pleasures of laft Sunday evening, it 
was impoffible to think of any thing, 
out of the company ; ~ I fliould elfe, have 
informed you, that Selima was to return, as 
this morning, to a hand, which, whenever 
me leaves, fhe muft change to her difad- 
vantage. 

It is a character, I have feldom feen fliinej 
but it was never the fault of the part. You 
will find, that the paffibns arefirong : And, 
■ I am fure, you can make them be felt, as 
effectually^ as if they were all of your own 
injpirmg. I am, 
Madam, 

Tour mofi bumble, 

And mofi obedient Servant, 
M A. Hill. 



,v Google 



l62 OrI(3(NAI..;LeTT¥RS. 

To. Mr. B -. - 

Off. 31, 1733. 
SIR, 

AS your good fenfe and good nature are 
both too well known, to leave room 
for an apology, where the freedom I take, 
in giving my opinion, can have no other mo- 
tive, than the pleafure I receive from the 
applaufe, which you meet with. — -I will 
venture to offer my fentiments, oq the cha- 
racter of- famerlane* 

If I am not miftaken, I hpre fecn you- 
aft rt, a little too politely.— .Ton will fmile > 
at this unufual ceniure, bat I will explain 
what I mean by it. 

The purposed opposition ' of Tamerlane's 
humanity, againft Bajastet's iiercencfs and 
pride, feems, to me, to be carried too far, if 
the bounds are not nicely diiiinguiflied, be> 
tween condefcention, and neglect of dignity- 
As his mind is lefs haughty than Bajazet's, fa 
it is alfo more noble j and the fuperiority of 
his fpirit ought to be vifible,, in his words* 
his looks, and his motions. 

Fofc 
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For this reafon, his complalfance will ap- 
pear too flexible, if -he either bows his body 
With too frequent relaxation j or, if he 
moves it with too unconfeious an excefs of 
humility j tho' he is not proud, he is ma- 
jeitic ; and, as every thing he fays has the 
weight of an oracle, fo every thing he is 
feen to do, ought to have the grandeur of a 
hero. 

If my conceptions are any way right, the 
atr and deportment of 'Tamerlane fliould, 
every where, and to all perfons, be difiin- 
guifhed, by a confcioiis fuperiorlty. He 
ihould fmile, without gaiety j look erect, 
without pride ; be provoked, without rage j 
appear foft, without tendernefs j and con- 
defcend, without ceremony. 

You will apprehend, if I explain rny own 
meanings, that the actions of Tamerlane 
"Ihould be foiemn afid nervous ; his flep, 
flow arid ftatefy ; his brow raifed and awe- 
fiil ; and 1 his looks fignificant arid piercing. 

As to his rnarirter otfyeokitig, as it is the 

refuft of hiS reflections, it ought to be 

M 2 ftrong, 
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ftrong, deliberate, and imprefiive ; for his 
fentiments .are, commonly, fo noble, that 
they require a diftinct and weighty utter- 
ance, not only as they deferve it, by their 
importance, but, becauie their effect would 
be loft, if due time is not allowed them, to 
defcend from the ear to. the underjianding. 

Your voice, too, which is. charming, to 
the fweeteft degree, in the articulate, decla- 
matory plainnefs, that is proper to this cha- 
racter, will drop none of its accents, which 
it is great pity it ever fhould ; for the moft 
emphatic Solemnity, with which Mr. Boqtb 
fpoke, in Cato, is no more, than is neceffary, 
in almoft every fcene .of 'Tamerlane, ■ 

To fay all, in a word— to. £eep up theiii- 
perrority, which this prince . is made to ap*- 
pear with—he ought to fpeak like ah angel, 
and move like 'a.God, _ >tl . 

I know, if I had .written much lefs, it 

had been more than , enough, j for all that 

can be necefiVy, is, to give you. a hint of 

this improvement upon the character ; your 

own penetration wjll carry it to the utmoft 

length" it Is 'capable of j - and. in that, I am 

■. & ■• t.';uc ft ,anor5V>.;-.. • ■ •■'.-. 

fure 
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fure of one pleafure, as every advance in 
your fame, or your- fortune, Will give a : real 
delight to. 

Sir, \ 

Tour mo ft bumble 

And obedient Servant '," 

A. Hill'. 



SIR, : : ■ 

WHEN we were talking, the other 
night, in the green room, of Mr. . 
Milk's manner of a&ing Bajazet, I had not 
been informed, that you were fo foori to ap- 
pear in that character, or I mould then have 
more fully explained myfelf upon thofe 
points, in which, I think, he is miftaken : 
For, as this front of the. feafon muft fix an 
impreflion, in favour or diftafte of the com- 
pany, and there runs an unthinking preju- 
judice about town, which may, and ought 
to be removed, I wiih to fee the ftrength of 
every actor of your houfe, exerted to its ex- 
tent, that partiality may blulli itfelf into 
repentance, and opinion no longer be too 
hard for perfuafion, 

M. 3 The 
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The paffibm, which are ftrengly marked 
in -Bajazef, as Mr Rowe has reprefcnted 
him, are, ambition, fiercenefs, pride, and 
cruelty j and all thefe influenced and fup- 
ported, by a daring courage ; but made 
hateful and fevere* by a burning indignation 
againft equals, and a fcprn of every thing 
beneath him. 

Now thefe, 'tis true, are qualities, that 
make hire violent, impatient, and tyrannical. 
But then, that violence, and that impati- 
ence, fliould retain the tokens of that pride, 
to which he owed them.— He mould, in- 
deed, be fierce, but then, his fiercenefe 
fliould be awefixk— He mould be cruel, but 
he mould be majeftic, in that- cruelty.— He 
cught to be terri/tle, by his anger ; and im- 
preffive, in his foam, !f he repines, frets, 
rages, curies, ftarts, blafphemes, or reproach-* 
es, — he mould do all this, with a dreadful 
ienfe of agony, becoming the regret of a de» 
fpairing emperorj and not with the unmanly 
nods, flings, jirks, and levity, of a capricious 
fchool-boy, when he is held back from 
quarrelling. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Mills found out, that a great nolfe 
Was one mlark of anger ; but he forgot, that 
all this noifc, in the anger of a fovereigit, 
ihould : take its tncafure from his d ignity* 
and the decorum proper to h« tftShditioiiU 
— Mr. Milk, again, was lucky enough to 
guefs right* thai a captive king, in fury and 
defpair, ihould move with turbulence and 
agkafioh j but it never came into his* head, 
that th*re is a turbulence, without bully- 
teg, and an agitation, without aukwafdnefs. 

I confess, even, that there is fomething 
brutal, in the tranfports of Bajazet ; fo 
there is too, in the rage of a Hon ; but, I 
believe, it would puzzle Mr Mills's fagacity, 
to name, among all the beafts he has know- 
ledge of, fo filly a one, as not to be fenfible 
of a difference, between the lion and the cat. 
cf mountains. 

Your ,very good dUcernment will eafily 
gather, from this general remark, on the 
miftake in Mr. Mtltfa manner, that much of 
what he rants, woukl be bitter fuited to the 
character, if it were to be drained 1 through 
the teeth, with an indignant, ■ fuppreffed 
anger, or the galling maiick>u4he1s of fcorn. 
M 4 And, 
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And, by this change,, the force of whatever 
part of ipeech is, of neceffity, to be thrown 
out fliarp and violent, would, be doubly 
natural, infinitely more ftriking, and guard 
and fccure the voice, from ftretching beyond 
its harmony. 

I could fay a great deal more, on the 
fubjeft, but am fure, it is not neceffary } 
for the field is fo fertile, into which I am 
dropping this grain, or two, that, I know, 
I ihall fee it covered, with a harveft of 
beautiful improvements. I am, 

Sir, 

lour moji bumble. 

And obedient Servant, 

A.Hill. 



Mb. 3> : 733- 
SIR, . 

I Have been fo engaged, ever fince 
the part of Monefes was brought me, 
that I could not get time, till laft night, 
to begin marking it ; but, I hope, this day, 
to-morrow, and Monday, will be more, than 
enough, for fo able a genius as yours, to 
■ • ' comprehend, 



iB y'Google- 



Original Letters. 169 
comprehend, in its fuileft extent, the few 
fhort notes I have made, and the feafons for 
making diem. 

As nobody fpeaks with more weight and 

fignificance than; Mr. R ts, it will be the 

eafieft thing in the world, to quicken and 
infpirit the folemnity, where rie'ceflary, by 
the mufical variation, which will flow from 
a change, with the changing paflions. 

This once done, and your voice fecuted 
and guarded againft cracking, (or that rough 
thread fo' like it) by a flopping -and. reco- 
vering breath, *jpon the paufes— every body 
will be as pleafed with the.i>ar/no«y,.as they 
already are, with the dijHnffneJs and articu- 
lation of your fpeaking. 

There is; a caution, which I can't help 
giving you, becaufe I know how good a ufe 
you are able to make of it : It is, againft a 
kind of habitual latitude, which has, infen- 
iibly, accuftomed you to lofe the benefit of 
that erect upright pofition of the breaft and 
neck, which gives fuch grace and fpirit to 
an actor. You are humble enough, to give 
up, too- willingly, a very charming advan- 
tage, in your ftature j but the audience, 
' ' who 
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who coniider themfelves, for the time, as in- 
titled to all your accomplishments, are more 
covetous, in your behalf, than yon feera to 
be, for yourfelf, and never lofe an inch of 
you, Without reluctance. 

I have often, in Acafto, arid the father 
of the Fair . Penitent, been flrongly, and 
juftly, delighted, with that flow foleranity 
of ftepv which is there fo natural to the 
character. I believe, in parts, where the 
age and ihepajjians are different, yoa would 
wonderfully adorn your perfon, and, add, 
considerably, to you* influence, by affiwning 
a gayer, fhorter, lefs deliberate, and more 
livery tread, according to the fbirited fierce- 
nefs, or foft amorous vivacity, of the part 
you a£t in. 

I should have faid much lefs, if I had 
iefi regarded you ; much more, if your ca- 
pacity to make a little hint of great advan- 
tage, had not been very well known to, 

SIR, 

Tour mofi obedient 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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Nov. 6, 1733. 
SIR, 

NO T dining at home* yefterday, it 
was not, till after the Play, that I 
found myfelf favour'd with your account of 
what pafs'd at the meeting, 

I think your observations, on the. re- 
marks, are unanfwerably clear and ftrong, 
and mould -have wiflVd that Mr R -r-b 
had feen them ; but that I know, the man- 
ner of judging in theft gentlemen requires 
neither deliberation nor reflection : They 
have an opinion, as much too active, as 
their reafon is too flow : and are too fond 
of iirft impreffions, to taftc the delight of 
acknowledging a miilake, to make room 
for a conyitiion t 

Since you are pleas'd to aik my thoughts,. 
on his behaviour and purpofe, I will afiurc 
you, fincerety, that your Play will nei- 
ther furfer in its acting, from any, bad opi- 
nion, he may have of it; nor could haver 
received any advantage from hisgood one: 
He carries no weight among his Players; 
who are, all, agreed in two points: That be 
has 
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has no judgment at all j and that tbey have 

tbernfelveS:Z very ftrong one. 

I see, plainly, from what motive iprings 
his notion, that the Play -wont do. He 
pbferves, that of late, the audiences are far 
lefs touch'd than they have formerly been, 
with the ferious walk in comedy ; while 
the low and the ridiculous, on the contrary, 
receives louder applaufe, than ever. ' 

But this he.falfely, imputes to a change, 
in the tafte of the public. Nature is always 
the fame: and the pajpons, where and 
whenever, they are ftrongly hit, will be 
ftrongly exciting : But the misfortune lies 
here— when Mr. Booth, and Mr Wilts, Mrs 
Oldfield, and Mrs Porter, appear'd in natural 
and reflecting characters, there was a Pathos 
in their delivery, a fenfation in their air, 
an expreflion in their gesture, and a fpi- 
rit in their conception and execution, that 
compell'd the dulleft apprehenfion to re- 
ceive the meaning of the dialogue :— Now 
all this power is loft; and we may fleep 
in the molt alarming pauages j becaufe the 
adors are, unnaturally pert, unmovingly cold 
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or elaborately tirefome, from a dull, dry, 
drawling monotomy of declamatory ftiifnefs. 

Hence, all thefe light dumb infults up- 
on common fenfe, the Pantomimes and 
Entertainments, which are become fo 

fliamefully necefiary : the people in the 

management of our theatres, have wanted 
art to form good aftors ; the want of good 
ailing has pall'd and diminifh'd the pleafure 
of going to plays ; — and then, when thefe 
mountebank managers have phyfick'd us into 
a lethargy, they clap Vinegar to our nofrs y 
in hope to twinge us into a recovery of our 
ftnfo- 

. . This is, certainly, the prefent condition 
of the ftage : But, as.the houfes are all equal- 
ly Jharers in one common defect, lam of 
opinion you would be in the right, to let 
your Play come on. at Mr Rich's, rather 
than remove it ; for feveral reafons, and, 
in particular, for thefe following : 

Covent-Garden houfe is larger, by one 

part, in three ; It is more commodious for 

going into, and coming out of; the town's 
opinion of fome of their a&ors, is very fa- 
vourable! whereas there runs a ftrong cur- 
rent 
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rent of prejudice againft Drury-Lane: and 1 
am afraid, it will increafe to an unfurmoun- 
table degree of odium very foon, unlcfs the 
Patentees can be prevailed upon to fee their 
own intereft, in giving up their unpopular 
pretentions to profecute the people, who 
are, univerfally, thought to be better a&ors 
than their own, and protected without 
doubt, (in however covert a manner) by 
much more powerful hands, than the Pa- 
tentees are aware of. 

Thus Sir, I have taken the liberty, in 
' obedience to your commands, to give you 
my opinion, with the utmoft franknefs, 
and fincerity : to which I muft add, that 
fuch fcenes, as fome very fine ones in your 
Play, will repay themfeives, in the clofet, 
for whatever lofs they may fuftain, from 
the unftriking Hghtnefs of our theatric 
manner of acting them. I am, 

Sir, 

Tour mqfi humbk 
Jndptofi obedient Servant, 
A* Hijj- 
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To Lord Boiinbroke. 

Nov - 7> *733- 
My Lord, 

IH A V E beg'd the favour of Mr Pope, 
to convey to your Lordftrip's hands, a* 
tranflation of Mr Voltaire's Zaire, which 
is to appear on the ftage in a month or two. 

I should think k no better, than a ci- 
vil impertinence, toaflc pardon for the trou- 
ble : it being fcarce more publicly known, 
that your Lordihip is a mailer of wit, than 
that you are an encouragcr of it in others. 

The paffions in Mr. Voltaire's Zaire, are 
fo ftrongty and fo happily touch'd, that 
I wifh they might be chargeable upon his 
acquaintance with our Sbakeftear m his 
native language: I remark it not to his 
difadvantage ; for, if 'he borrows our ideas> 
he borrows at leaft, like a gentleman, who 
improves, by the bounty of a Jriend, a fiif- 
ficicnt eftatc of his own; whereas he has 
Englifi} examples of pirates, who, having 
taken French Tragedies, as if they we're 
Eremh Briars^ chang'd the name with the 
property. 
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property, and, pafs'd them away for their 
own, without lhame or acknowledgment 

I never faw Mr. Voltaire any nearer, than 
in this Tragedy ; where, I confefs, he im- 
partially charms me. He feems to think 
with the heart of ah Fnglijhman ; but he 
expref/es thofe thoughts, with a French- 
man's vivacity. Having found the wit of 
his nation either too fimple or too delicate, 
he has nerv'd the Jimplicity with/era 1 , and 
fubrtituted a politenefs, in the place of 
affetJation. 

I am only apprehenfive, left this play, 
after fo popular an encouragment in France, 
fhould be too faintly receiv'd on our ftage, 
for want of a pitiful preparative call'd ma- 
king an intereft; which, by the decay of com- 
mon fenfe, is become infamoufly, necciTary. 
I have nothing particular to fear, from this 
probability , for I have the only profit I pro- 
pofe in the pleafure of having tranflated the 
Tragedy. But, I mould be forry, if the 
French, who will hardly confefs we are 
abler judges of wit, mould impute our 
colder reception of Zara, to our deeper 
degeneracy : And the almoft national efta- 
bllihment of blindnefs among us, as a poli- 
tical 



,v Google 



Original- Letters. 177 
■deal modern improvement upon our old. 
Englijh constitution. 

"IT is with a vie* to your Lordfhip's pow- 
er of preventing To likely an accident, that 
I with your influence exerted :— *— That is 
your opinion, occasionally declared, before 
its appearance, at the theatre -. I have the" 
honour to be, and to know a thoufand rear 
fons for being, with the greateft refpedt and 
fubmiffion, 

My Lord, 

Tour Lerdjhifs Mofi ofadient, 

And moft humble Servant. 

A. HitL. 

-' ■ ■ ■ : 1— . ' — ,.,,,. 

.1o Mr* Pope. 

Nov. 7, 1733, 
SIR, 

TH 0' I haVe, really, no Skill in thd 
prencb-L-zaA am (perhaps, for that 
reafon) not overfond of the language, yet, I 
read it with pleafure, in refpeift to the wri-» 
tert of that nation.; and have feldom been 
N . more 
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imore ftrongh/ delighted* than with the Tra- 
gedy of Zaire. 

I had feen Nothing of Mr. Poitatre's be- 
fore, except the Henriade} and whether 
it was frem ray own want of tafte, or the 
poem's vxtnt of fire^ I found it too cold, 
for an epic fpirit j fo conceiv'd but a mo- 
derate opinion, as to the dramatic attempts 
of the fame author : — But, genius being 
limited, we a£t too rafh, and unreasonable 
a part, when we judge after fo general a 
manner. Having been agreeably difap- 
pointed in Zaire, it was doe, as an atone- 
ment, that I mould contribute, to widen 
bit applaufe, whom I had thought of, too 
narrowly. 

I have, therefore, made this Tragedy 
fpeakE/^-Zr/Zyand mail bring it on the ftage, 
in a month, or two $ where, though I have 
no infereft in its fuccefs, I mould be vex'd 
to have it mifcarry ; became it is certainly, 
an excellent piece, and has not Juffer'd, I 
- hope, fo much in the translation, as to justi- 
fy a cold reception at London, after liaving 
run into the moft general efteem, at Paris. 
I will do all, in my power, to prepare the 
town to receive it, to which end I have 
given 
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given the profits to s gentleman, whofc ac- 
quaintance is too Urge for his fortune 3 and 
your good tafte and good nature, allure me 
of your willing concurrence, fo far, as 
not only to fay of it, what it deferves, but, 
to £ty it at fuch times, and in fuch man- 
ner, as you know beft how to chufe j in or- 
der to give your recommendation the in- 
tended good confequence. 

Lord Bolinbroke was a patron of Mr. 
Voltmre % and can effectually advance the re- 
ception of his Play, among thofe who are 
moft his friends, and beft able to fupport 
jt, at its appearance. I have ventur'd to 
auc it in the author's behalf \ and beg, you 
would convey the letter and tranflation, 
to my Lord's hands, as foonas youpleafe, af- , 
ter you have read them. 

I would deure you to excufe this trou- 
ble, if it were not to look, like a diftruft 
of that delight, which, Iknow, it gives you, 
when you have an opportunity put into your 
hands, to do a kind, or a generous acBon, 

The kft time I had the pleafure of feeing 

you, at Wefiminfier^ you were obferving a- 

mong fome rude beginnings of rock-work, 

which I am defigning in my garden} a little 

. N2 obelijk 
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obelisk ofjerfeyjhells, over agrotefque portico 
far Pallas, againft the park-- wall. ■ You, then, 
exprefs'd fame thoughts of improving fuch 
a ufe of thofe Ihells, into a nobler obelifk, 
among your beauties, at Twttenbam. Al- 
low me to Befpeak for myfelj againft next 
ipring, the permiffidn of prefcnting you. the 
(hells.materials, and workmanftup ; that J 
may have the honour to pjant in your gardens 
a probability of being, fqmetimes, remem- 
ber'd by the mafter of that growing paradife. 
In the mean time; be fo gGi?d , to accept this 
fmaller parcel, juft enough,* (if there is yet 
to come, of the feafon, half a weft of dry 
weather . without froft,) to embellish your 
marine temple-, by inferring them, among the 
'Hollows^ between thofe large ihells, which 
compofe it : Where being plac'd in oblique 
pofition, fo as to lie open to the weather, 
■they will enlighten the gravity, and catch a 
diftani eye, with a kind of fliining propriety. 

I ought' never to end a, letter to you-, 
without a wiih for your perfect healthy bt> 
caufe it is impoflible to think of you, with- 
out a paiy from the reflection, that 'you 
want it too often, lam, , *""' 

Tetfrs &c. . 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. James. Thompson. 

Nov. lo, tyi-i, 
SIR, *\ 

IT is long firice I had the pleasure to con- 
verge with you, perfonally ; but your 
truefelf has been nearer, and I enjoy £o. 
frequent an intimacy with your mind, in 
thofe generous tranfcripts of it, which the 
world is poflefs'd of, that I don't know,.- 
whether I can fey, with propriety, you have 
been abfent. . 

'As I greatly efteem your genius, I muft 
be ambitious of your judgment ; therefore, 
hope, you will juftify my partiality, whcf 
prefer this tragedy of Zaire, to all the reft 
ofMr.Foltaire's writings: Some of which 
had imprefs'd me, with too flight an opi- 
nion of his capacity. 

* In a month, or two, I (hall bring Zara oft 
theftage; where, as ftie is neither dumb e^- 
nough to forbear fpeaking at all, nor brisk 
enough to taXk/muttify, I am afraid, the ex- 
ample of her fuccefs on the French Theatre, 
N 3 will 
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will hardly entitle her to a civil reception, 
good tafie, being the laft of their fajhions, 
we mall be fond ofafiptartng in, 

If, after having read it yourfelf, you find 
it fit to be read by, or to fuch of your 
friends, as can promote its fuccefs, by their 
Influence, I flatter myfelf you will do it that 
favour. And, if I might be particular, in 
talking your indulgence, Mr. Dodington 
mould be the firft of the number. I have 
not enough the honour of his acquaintance 
to follicite his concern for fupport of this 
Tragedy ; but it has been, fo joftly applau* 
ed at Paris, that (abating for fome lois, it 
may have fuftain'd in the tranflation, its ill 
reception at London* might bring a kind of 
infamy, on the nation j and Mr Dodington 
is, too nobly, the fon of his country to de- 
clinean opportunity of auerting her juftice. 

As all my own copies are travelling, upon 
this errand, I take the liberty of fending you 
one, that my daughter had writ, for herfdfj 
Mid which, tho' alittlewild, intheeut ofthe 
letter, is, I believe, pretty free from errors 
of coufequence, I am 

fir, fours, &c. 

A. Hill* 
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Nov.. 16, 1733. 
Madam, t 

SIJtfCE the Cpuntcfi of Rutland will, 
tonight, have the advantage of looking- 
like Mils fir— —y f give me leave to beg, you 
wo ulid he even with her, and a& A like- the 
Cousteji of Rutland. 

Her J^r£/i isjhcgreatefl, that can break In 
upon huntar^nature j and m her fcenes, with 
the. queen, and with Efex, there is no room 
for that beautiful apprehenfivenefs — that 
unconfeipus, and top diffident modefty of 
movement, with which ; you are ftill apt, 
I can't fay, to cover t but a little tojbatle, the 
jfcirit of yoxxrjhape and a&ion. 

When I faw you, in SeUm.a t there was 
nothing to be wifliecj, more lovely. But J 
long'd for fomething more miferable. This 
is a very odd compliment to a la4y, for any 
of whofe forrows I ihould be truly afflicted. 
All that I mean is, --«■ you filled our eye 
with yovx foeeetnefs, where our hearts mould 
have been Jhook, for your Sufferings ; And, , 
particularly, in that fcene, where you plead- 
ed with Bajazet for life, tho* your aBion 
N 4 was 
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was beautifully juft, it was not ftrong enough, 
nor fo "u>Ud and diftraSled, as it ought to 
have been. Let me beg you to remember 
it ¥ to-night, and throw yourfeff, with an 
unreferyed boldnefs and freedom, into the 
livelieft attitudes of Mftrefi j fully affined, 
that a fornix fo finished as yours, can have 
nothing ta fear, from too fp'irited an excefs 
of a&ion ; fince the more lights it is fliown' 
in, the more cbqrms it difcoyers. 

You have already attained infinite graces, 
in your improved manner of filling the 
ftage, and looking, and feeniing in .earneft. 
Pleafe to confider, how miraculoufly foon' 
you are come this extraordinary . length \ 
—You have at moil, hut as far more J to go, 
as you have 'travelled already.— Suppbfe 
yourfelfat the middle ftage of a two. days 
journey, you have no pight behind, and 
Tevery moment, from your next fetting out; 
opens, nearer and nearer, the place you long 
to arrive at. 

I had, lately, the "pleafur'e of hearing 
you fay, that you did hot yet know the 
-ftrength of your owii voice, having : never 
raifed it high enough to find it in' 'danger 
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of breaking. • .. Yon, cannot nnagine, what an ■ 
obligation I (hall thrnk'k,' if you will pre-' 
vail on yourfelf, to make this trial to-night, 
only with this caution, whenever . you riule 
it to lefiixi&xatmalLyy— .mat is, without 
needlefs endeavours to malce it'fweeter, than' 
it is ; but'. as much firvager and fuller^ as' 
much mora diftin&y fatbtfic, and weighty,. 



■: I wish.-I knew how" to explain what I 
mean hyweigbty vn&'pat&etie. : By.;ivdight t - 
I . undenftahd a ..'fanteful, .-■ and .important 
dwelling ripdnkhe word", jnits delitoery; as if 
you weuidilamp it npyrt'tfee urider&iniiiiig; 
— -as if you parted witK'it' reluctantly; "'till 
convinced it would have its effiS&i^SS'-tf 
your voice was hung upon thejbund, with as 
much i eatneftneis, as" the - eye of ■ a sliver 
would :cling ! to a bemty, like iyours, under 
, fuddeh .apprehenfion of lofingitforever, . 

Then, to prevent fuch a dwelling on the 
utterance, from appearing affiBeJ, or too 
•whining, comes ' in the pathetic ; which is 
nothing more, than that feeling fignificance, 
that interefled found of concern, that gives 
meaning, to the tone it is fpoke with. I 
■ ' will 
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will dcicribc, to-ycw, one five and eafy way, 

to bit this oompleatly. 

Whbnevir yon would . express any fen- 
fence, in a more moving manner, than ordi- 
nary, remember, before you begin ipeaking, 
to draw up your breath hard, and then let 
it go, with a jigb j but, in the very moment 
you let go the figb y begin to utter thc^yGw- 
tence along with it ; and you will perceive 
a touching fet$bitity t in the found of your 
'words, which will fwim down, as it were,' 
upon the ugh, with the ftrength, agitation, 
and, poiatednetV of a Aw/, that is (hooting 
the irfcfe^-fuppof^tfee <Wto be the fotmd 
of the voice, .and th? Jigh> the ftrca.cn that 
conveys it. 

There is one thing more, which I rauft, 
of neceffity, beg you to pra&iie ; and that 
is, the orf of forgiving a good mU, fo im- 
pertinent as that of, 



Tour mofl humbk, 
Jlnimoli obedient Servant, 

A. Hill* 
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&*c. U 1733- 
SIR,. ■-, 

WHEN I was fewm^ed with your : 
anfwer to my laft, I fefolyed, from- 
the hint you gave me, of the perplexed fitu- 
ation of the patentee's affairs j to mention no 
mpre nay defign of bringing on a new phy K 
be/ore Chriftmaiy ask is eafy, to perceive, my 
only motive for proposing it, was the pro- 
fpe& of doing the houfe ibme feafonable. 
favice. 

r-BuT, 1 presume, you have no objection 
ag*kift Zara'e- coming on, about the 14th 
or 15th- of Januarys— \ beg. you would bo 
plain, in your,. anfwer to this query, becaufe 
I ihoujd wifh to confult you, about the caft 
of the parts ; and it ia time to begin the 
execution of a fcheme of meafures, I have 
formed,. for bringing oyer the town's opi- 
nion in favour of your company, by a right 
ufe of the public papers. 

Believe me, Sir, you will find this no 
great difficulty ; and, for my part, if you'll 
forgive the freedom of obtruding my opi- 
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nion, I fhould not, as things ftand, were I a 
patentee, fo much as wiijh for r . tlie return of 
the deferters ; — I would rather bend my 
thoughts on Shewing, in the itrongeft lights, 
the power of the company, as it f&tnefe at 
prefeht 1 ; --"or, at' moft, : with- addition of on* 
good r man, and one good woman, a<$or. \ 

c Variety of entertainment 'wiHdoevery 
thing • w An old 'Flayy never -atfted In man's' 
memory, tho' 'of r univerfal and eftablifhed 
feputation, may be got up, in as mort a time 
as it requires to revive (as it isfalfely call'd) 
a Play, that is upon the flock of all the 1 
acting companies. And thefe, by the aid 
of new and fpirifed (yet not at all-expen- 
five) entertainment, added" to them 1 , vizi 
Farces, Pantomimes', and Comic Operas,"' 
would infallibly draw audiences fo long^ 
that, when their runs are over.'they may be 
Succeeded by (till more and different new* 
ones; — And, pleafe but to imagine the ef- 
fect of having it obferved, by the town, that, . 
while the other companies ait, all, but the 
fame fet of Plays, the audiences, at Drury* 
Lane., are fure to meet with novelty, and 
what can be feen at none of the other 
Theatres. 

I HAVE 
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I flAVfe.no "defign, nointereft, in what I 
fay. — I am. only a fincere and hearty friend 
to you, and to your company; becaufe I 
hate the bafehefs of.a wretch, who would 
have fcreened himfelf behind the curtain; 
and Jdeftroyed. a benefit, which he had foid 
fo dearly. — If, therefore,. my aflutance can 
be ferviceable, you may command it freely, 
and as a friend fhould give it j void of any 
thoughts of intereft, or.adyantage whatever. 

From Chrijlmas, 'till the middle of 
March, I ihall be pretty much at leifure ; 
and, if I am not too officious in propofing 
it, fhonld think that time agreeably paffed, m 
waiting on -you, as often as you judge pro- 
per, to confult and regulate a plan, whereby 
ten weeks may nobly make amends, . for 
what mall happen, be it ever fo bad in all 
the rert of" the feafon." 

But, if this fhouH' have the leaft ten- 
dency id interfere with any already fettled 
fchemeof your own, I am far from think- 
ing k reafbnablc, that you" fliould accept of 
the offer. 1 J only make it, as what may be 
of fome benefit to the bwfe, and a pleafant 
emufementy 
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amufementy for a raonth or two, to myjelf t 
in cafe you have no better profpecl before 
you. 

I beg to know, if I may depend on, and 
prepare for the time I have mentioned, 
for Zara ; and your thoughts,, in general, of 
my offer ; who am, 

Sir, 

Tour mvft obedient, 

And ntofl bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 

■ 9p Lady Walpole. 

May 30, 1734. 
Madam, 

THE fhadowy. beginnings. of a rock- 
work, in my fpeck of garden, are not 
yet in a condition to have deferred the ho- 
nour of your Ladyfhip's eye. They ought 
to have been veiled from fo penetrating a 
judgment t for, I know, your genius is ce- 
lebrated for its tafte and propriety, in this 
kind of ornament. 

But 
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But, my ferraritt hirvmg informed me, 
that your ladyfbip feem'd defirous to know, 
what wmfafitkm T ufe, in cementing the 
febbks y and fixU-tsork-, and where, and at 
what rates, the him fanes-is* to be procu- 
red, I take die liberty to addrefs a written 
aniwer to your hand, becaufe it would 
charm me, to fee a fancy fo able and ele- 
gant,- exerting itfelf this way, in a fituation 
fo tempting, and fo nobly adapted, as your 
-Ladyship's garden at Cbelfea, where the de- 
cline, of the ground toward the river, and 
the neighbourhood of London^ added to the 
dignity, which the work would receive 
from the name and rank of its owner, 
would do honour fo our country's tafte, in 
an improvement, at once, the moft beautiful 
and neglected, of all our garden embel- 
lifhmentSt ' 

Anb yet, it is the imagination that does 
att, in this amufement. The expence is 
triffing, and inconfiderable — not fo much 
as terras is necefiary, except on the roofs or 
copings of places, expofed to the wet : But, 
on the fides, even of thole open places, and 
titi every part of fuch, as are covered, no- 
thing farther is requifite, than a mixture of 
two 
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two parts of hard, round fand, .with one 
part common lime, well beat together, with 
a moderate proportion of hair. -This is to 
be laid pretty thick on the work, deftgned 
to be. covered, and. the ftones, fhells, &c. 
prefled hard and* clofe into' the mortar, 
which will grow< dry enough, in ' two or 
.three hours, to.be proof agaraft all weather. 

The blutftmei are choferi clinkers, from 
the glafs-h&ufes. - They are produced from 
•the breaking of melted pots, filled with 
.metal, for their fineft forts of glafs. Thefe 
will be of no further coft, than an incon- 
.fiderable prefent to. the workmen, added to 
the very fmall expehce, of having them 
picked out of the cinder heaps, and brought 
in boats to your garden. 

I procured my falls, at firft, at very 
chargeable rates, from the toy-jhops, here in 
town ; but I have fince had them brought 
me from the places of their growth, at lefs 
than the twentieth part of what they befote 
ufed to coft me. 

My intent was,.to cover a little town gar- 
den, by way of model for a defign, which 
I have fome thoughts of executing, at large, 
' Where 
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Where I have more room, in the country. 
But I find myfelffo crowded, as to want 
fpace, even for a model. 

In the mean time, I ought to have, in my 
eye, the example of a coquette haymaker, who 
would not allow herfelf to be called pretty, 
at prefent ; but confeffed, me mould be 
worth looking at, when fhe came to church, 
next Sunday, I will, therefore, fketch out, 
for your Ladyfhip, a little idea of the 'Tem- 
ple of Happinefs, as I purpofed it, from that 
rude foundation, With four entrances, in the 
middle of my garden ; but your Ladyfhip 
faw it undreffed, and as void of ornament as ' 
the haymaker. 

If any of your Ladymip's fervants bring 
Word to my houfe, that they have your 
permiffion, at fome time, when leaft incon- 
venient, to Ihew me that part of your gar- 
den, where the rock-work is defigned to be 
'ratted, I (hall more fully conceive both the 
purpofe and occaiion, which the fituatioji 
may point out > and will, very readily, do 
myfelf the honour, to fend your Ladymip 
Whatever hints may offer. I am, with great 
refpecl, lour Lady/hip's 

Mofi obedient Servant, 

O A. Hill, 
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0£i. 16, 1734. 
Dear Sir, 

THO' I had the pleafure of reading 
your new Play, immediately after 
your fending it me; yet, as I have, for 
fome time part, had my thoughts a good 
deal bent, upon a dryer and lefs agree- 
able fubje<ft, I have taken the liberty to keep 
it a week longer than I ought, that I might 
go over it with a more careful and intent 
application. 

The moral is very generous and inftruc- 
tive : But, it is eaiier to laugh than think \ 
and I. am almoft afraid, you might have 
promifed yourfelf a furer fuccefs, if, with 
lefs regard to thepurpofe of your Play, you 
had ihewn more to the gayety of it. 

It is a miferable obfervation, which may 
be made, every night, in our' Theatres— 
that meaning is filently pardoned, while folly 
is mif-called entertainment \ and received 
with uproar and transport : They are awake 
to nothing but hurry ; and that too, to the 
moft dark and dirty kinds of it. They ap- 
prove 1 of nothing, that they are able to fee 
through. 
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through. Their tafte, as they wrongfully 
call it, is a kind of muddy vivacity ; which, 
like the working .of a beer-barrtl t fills the 
body of the veffel with confufion, and 
throws the noife, and the drofs, to the 
furface. 

In general, I fear, no Comedy will, at 
prefent, be well received, upon our ftages, 
except it is one, of the low, light turn of 
humour, where every thing is calculated 
for mirth, and nothing left to reflection. 

THEREisfomethingveryftriking,in thede- 
fign o£VioUtta% perplexing gay life, in order 
to correct and remove her lover's jealoufy. 
The contraft, too, will be humorous and di- 
verting, between the miftreffes and maids, 
transformed, like the men and the mafters. 
— I don't know, whether it might deferve 
to be thought fome heightening to the fpi- 
rit of this part of the plot, not to leave the 
ladies fubftituting their maids in their pla- 
ces, to meer fancy, or jumping into a like 
humour, with their lovers, — but rather to 
fuppofe it the effect of fome difcovery of 
fuch a defign, in the gentlemen — fo, to 
match them, at their • own weapons. 

O 2 I KNOW 
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I know your good fenfe, too well, to 
doubt of your pardon, if I am fincere e- 
nough, to dillike the too ftrong colours, in 
your painting the widow's coarfe complex- 
ion. — The Ukenefs is natural enough ; but 
flie feems too ugly to be looked upon, by 
the ladies, without confufion. 

I am very much obliged to yo* for the- 
honour you intended me, on Sunday. In a 
few days, when I have got through a little 
hurry, I*am under, at prefent, I will bring 
you my thanks, to your lodgings, and be 
fuller, on the particulars of this Comedy,. 
which you have given me the pleafure of 
perufing. I am, with- perfect refpeft, 

Sir, 

Tour mo(l obedient, 

Jnd mofi bumble Servant, 

A, Hill. 



7» 
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To the Honourable Mrs. Devereux. 
at the Bath. 

OB. 2o', 1734. 

Madam, 

IF I bad never had the honour of feeing 
you, I might have been in danger of be- 
lieving, that nothing could he more charm- 
ing than your letter.. 

But you have, in common with your 
■eyes, and your diamonds, the quality of mi- 
ning with new lujlre s in every new light, 
through which you are looked at. 

I cannot wonder, that the public diver- 
■fions have an -enemy in your ladyfliip ; yet 
they have one tide to your favour 3 — and 
■that is, from the pity, wherewith a heart fo 
generous, as yours, muft confider the 
wretched, and the incurable. 

Whatever could have given occasion, 
for fo long a ftay, as you have made, at 
Batb, muft have been fure of our envy and 
difapprobation, at London. — But, there is no 
4>eing patient, under the provocation of fuch 
O 3 an 
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an image, as a mind, fo excellent as your 
Ladyfhip's, fubmitting its quiet to the har- 
rowings of law perplexities !' If there is 
fuch a rarity in nature, as a man, of your 
vivacity, he would feel lefs mortification, 
under the pennance of driving a fnail, from 
Holland to Italy, 

Mr. Blythe is too good, for a world, fo 
unlike him ; or he could not forgive me a 
neglect, that I. have, however, but feemed 
to be guilty of. A long journey, of fix 
weeks, kept his letter out of my hands, 'till 
I imagined, by the time I had heard fixed, 
for your leaving Batb, my anfwer could not 
have found him. Thepleafurel received, 
with that beautiful and obliging letter, was 
too great, to have remained unacknowledg- 
ed ; which I will allure him, under my 
hand, if I hear, that your Ladyfhip's ftay, 
where you are, is not to be fo fhort, as I 
>wifh it. 

I am fo proud to obey your commands, 
Madam, that I mould readily have deliver- 
ed, toprace, Wifdom, and Juftice, the re- 
gard you are pleafed to exprefs, in the com,- 
pjiffion you fent me, in your Poftfcript ; 
2 but, 
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but, I found, upon enquiry, that they were 
gone, with your Ladyfhip, to Bath ; and 
there is nothing more reasonable, than to 
conclude, that Monarchy is to be found, in 
their company. 

I am, and fo is every body, I have a 
claim in, with the greateft refpect, 

Madam, 

Tour Lady/hip's mofi obliged. 

Obedient bumble Servant, 

A. Hiix; 



To Lady Walpqle. 

>»8, 1734. 

Madam, 

I Have the honour to fend your Lady- 
fhip the draught, which I promued, of 
a Rock-work, designed for my garden ; but 
it is fuch a draught, as cannot fail to ba- 
lance what approbation you may give it, by 
the fmiles it will furnifh you with, at my 
aukward manner of doing it ; for, not ha- 
ving the leaft notion of drawing, I have 
made a -very poor fhift, to fketch out die 
O4 bare 
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bare outlines of my meaning. This ; plan, 
in a garden of mine, mud aiTume ho loftier 
a. name, than th*t of The Caw of Content, 
In any of your Ladyfbip's, it would h*m 
expected to be called, lie Jejnflrof.- Hep* 
finefi. 

The whole ipace, as I intended to de* 
fcribe it, is a fquare of 300 feet j of which, 
the circle, in the center, includes one hun- 
dred. This inner divifiqn.is. quite private, 
being feparated from the . reft, by a wall 
round the circular dorfter, whofe piazas, in 
front, open, on all fides, to the garden. 

• —On the top of an artificial hill,,within this 
circle, ftands ^he Temple; of Happinefs, 
high enough to be vifible, in all parts of the 
gaftien, having the Cave of Content, in a 
left expofed titration, on the fide of the 
hill, below' it j and overlooking, at its im- 
mediate foot, a little ring of corn fields, and 
meadows, round a thatched country cot-! 
tage. This profpeft is extended, by rural 
paintings infrefco, upon the flat of the fur-^ 
rounding wall, while the Temple com- 
mands, at due diftance, a view of the proud- 
er parts of the garden, 

To 
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To this center tend, . direcTJy, four great 
pafiages, befides eight bye-paths, through 
the wood ; yet, of all the twelve ways, 
one only leads into the enclofure, tho' each 
of them feems to promife an eafy and imme- 
diate admiffion ; for, that the curiofity may 
be attracted, the ftatue of Happinefs ftands 
vifible, over the dome of the Temple, hold- 
ing out an elevated torch, in an attitude of 
invitation, 

f The four direct pafiages are four grottos 
of Rock-work; their outfides, rugged and 
irregular ; adorned with (hells, of the 
largeft kinds ; but their infides beautified, 
after a nicer and more finished manner : 
Thefe are the grottos of Power, of Rich- 
es, of Honour, and of Learning ; dif- 
tinguiflied each by its proper ftatue, placed 
over the entrance. 

Defcriptton of the Grotto of Power. 

The numbers, i, 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. in this 
grotto, are windows, or grotefque openings, 
each of which gives profpect to a different 
walk, through the wood, terminated by a 
figure, proper to the pofition, Thefe are 
the 
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the ftatues of Fame* Revenge, Victory, 
Violence, Pride, and Security ;. the 
fix moil natural perfuits, in the attainments 
of power. 

The intermediate fpaces, betwixt the 
windows, on both fides of this Grotto, are 
adorned with rocks, which widen inward, 
in different degrees, fo as to make the paf- 
fage winding and irregular. 

Upon, and among theft rocks, are repre- 
fented, mjhell-work, of all fizes and colours, 
the forms of military weapons, antient and 
modern ; as alio the ruins of old caftles and 
towers. ^— And, from caves, up and down, 
within the rocks, hang chryftals of falt-pe- 
tre— the foundation of that friend of power, 
gunpowder. 

The end of this Grotto, inftcad of intro- 
ducing to the Cave of Content, opens into 
the circular cloifter, that fronts outward, 
upon the walks and canals ; thefe canals, 
being four in number, are terminated, each, 
by its proper mount (compofed of the earth 
that is dug up, in forming it) adorned with 
wood, and rocks, over which fall flieets of 
water. ' 

The 
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. The gravel-walks (from 7 and 7) end in 
caves, which give pafiage, under the 
mount, by a vaulted femicircle,- and open in 
front, to the water, between grotefque pil- 
lars of ftiell-work. 

The walks (from 8 to 8) end in rocky 
afcents to the tops of the mounts. — Down 
from the other fides of which mounts, de-< 
fcend paths, into the outward garden, 
whereof this whole plan is but the center. 

At 9 and 9, which is an entrance into 
one of the bye-alleys, fland the ftatues of 
Malice and Short-sightedness ; (their 
names infcribed on their pedeftals) pointing 
into the wood, with an air of invitation. 
This winding path, once entered, leads to 
a cavern, to be known, by its inscription, for 
the Grotto of Patriotism. — Defending 
into this grotto, it leads through a mbterra- 
nean paffage, which, inftead of coming out 
at the Cave of Content, rifes upon a bafin, 
to be called, the Fountain of Folfy, properly 
diftinguifhed, in the midft of the wood ; 
■ wherein is the ftatue of a fool (with a cap 
and bell) very bufily warning a Btackamore, 
who 
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•who laughs, and lolls out his tongue, at the 

fruitleis ibllicitude of the labour. 

At I o and io, in the oppoiite quarter, 
are the ftatues of Benevolence and Pity. 
The attitudes of thefej alfo, invite to the 
wiih'd-for center ; but the covered alley be- 
tween them, leading, firft, thro' the grot of 
Munificence, after a winding and intri- 
cate defccut, opens into the .Sink of Iff 
gratitude. 

N. B. All thefe grottos, ftatues, and pla- 
ces, are exprefTed, by figmfi.ca.nt peculiars — 
jhelped, however, by infcription . of their 
names, to leave no burthen upon the ap- 
jprehenfion. 

Defcription of the Grotto ^Riches. 

i 

The fix windows, in this grotto, fliew, at 
the ends of their feveral viftas, the fix fta- 
tues of Luxury, Indolence, Vanity, 
Blindness, Deafness, and Danger.— 
Note, the ftatues are caft, to new defigns, ia 
moulds, from drawings, purpofely imagined, 
fo as to exprefs the fpirit of their characters. 

The 
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The rocks, along the infide of this grot- 
to, are to be compofed, chiefly, of glafs- 
houfe clinkers, enlivened" by the oars, and 
glittering fpar of metals j one rock repre-? 
fonts Potqfi, in Peru, where Indians (in little 
figures) are bufy, at the feveral talks, of 
Breaking, railing, and fmelting the filver 
oar. — Another rock has the reprcfentation 
of Africans, gathering gold duft, at the bot- 
tom of a water-fall, and warning the earth 
from it, in Junes. A third rock refembles the 
Eafl-Indians manner of digging, andfearch- 
ihg, in their diamond mines. — N. B. The 
rock-work of this grotto is to be illu- 
minated, by pieces of tranfparent chriftal* 
and coloured glafs-jewels* reprefenting ru- 
bies, emeralds, &c . properly placed j and 
the whole made, every where, as bright and 
glowing as poffible, to its end, where it o- 
pens into the circular cloifter. 

The ftatues at the bye-path, on the left r 
(marked 9 and 9) are thofe of Industry 
and Honest Y.--They direct to the grot of 
Distinction, which being entered, brings 
you out, into the kennel of Envy, whofe 
figure is fupported, on both fides, by a guard 
tfdogs, in the attitude of barking. ' 

Ik 



iBV Google 



206 Original Letters. 

In the right hand quarter (at 10 and 10) 
fland the ffatues of Reason and Inno- 
cence. The path that enters the wood, 
between thefe two, brings you on to the 
grot of Independence •, into which ha- 
ving entered, you pafs down a ftrait, ihort, 
hollow way, and rife, on a fudden, among 
corn fields, within the center, in view of 
the houfe of Content, and in the path to the 
Temple of Happinefs. 

It would be tedious to explain what pro- 
priety has been aimed at, in the pofition of 
thefe figures. But, juft to touch it, in this 
place, once for all—the grot of Independence 
could not properly be found, but in the 
quarter of Riches, fince, tho' Reafon is the 
guide, yet that might be bowed by Calami- 
ty : But it is placed on the right, in that 
quarter, becaufe another of the guides muft 
be Innocence, for Guilt is not capable of 
independence. 

Defcription of the Grot of Honour. 

The fix windows here, direct the eye to- 
the fix ftatues of Ambition, Hatred, 
Jealousy, Pain, Censure, and Cere- 
mony. 

Upon 
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Upon the rocks, along the paflage, thro* 
this grotto, are reprefented, in mell-work, - 
pf all ihades, fizes, and colours, the different 
crowns and diadems y imperial, papal, and 
royal ; as alfo, the coronets, which diftin- 
guiih the degrees of nobility, together with 
the ribbands, collars, and croffes, of all 
the orders of knighthood. The rocks, too, 
-are every where, in the propereft places, 
plumed with fea feathers, and branches of 
coral ; and this grotto, like the , reft, opens. 
into the circular cloiiler . 

The ftatues, at the covered alley (mark'd, 
9 and 9) are thole of Health and Good- 
nature. They lead through the grotto 
of Love, 'till it afcends into a thicket of ro- 
fes, jeffamins, and honeyfuckles, which end, 
gradually, in a little wildernefs of briars, 
thirties, and furze-buflies ; in the center of 
all which, appears the rock of Repen- 
tance, covered over with mofs, out of 
which water drops, weeping and melan- 
choly. 

In the quarter, on^the right, (marked 10 

and 10) ftand the ftatues of Bacchus and 

Flora, 
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Flora, pointing inward, to the grotto of 
Pleasure ; which, after a rifing and airy 
advance, comes out upon the Temple of 
Death, in an area, furrounded by yew- 
trees, and filled with tombs, reprefenting a 
church-yard. 

Defcription of the Grotto of Learning. 

The fix ftatues feen through the fix win- 
dows of this grotto^ are thofe of Curiosi- 
ty, Disquiet, Doubt, Sickness, .Ill- 
breeding, and Conceitedness. 

In the pafiage along this grotto, the 
rocks are adorned with the figures (in little) 
of Philofopby, Cbymiftry, Afironomy, 6cc. in 
actions, and portions, and attitudes, all fuited 
to their characters ; together with competi- 
tions, in {hell- work, refembling telefcopes, 
quadrants, compafs, books, printing prefies, 
and other inftruments of fcience ; 'till it 
ends in the circular cloifter. 

At the figures (9 and 9) on the left of 
this quarter, the ftatues of Fancy and 
Idleness, invite into the wood, and point 
on, to the grotto of Wit ; through which 
the way feems open and lively, but grows 
narrower. 
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narrower; as it advances, 'till it ends, at laft, 
in the hovel of Poverty. 

On the right, (at 10 and 10) are the fla- 
mes of Spleen and Disappointment ; 
— thefe point, one with an angry, and one 
with a melancholy air, as toward the Cave 
of Content; but the path, that enters be- 
tween them, leads to the grotto of Soli- 
tude ; which, after a winding under- 
ground defcent, opens, dark, into the vault 
of Despair; whence a gloomy afcent, up 
a broken ftone flair-cafe, brings you out 
iip~on a grotefque pediment, in the midft of 
the canal, at B, where the next ftep mutt be 



This, Madam, in general, is the plan j 
but it will give room for abundance of addi- 
tional ornaments, which it would be tedious 
to particularize. The expence of this kind 
of work differs incredibly, according to the 
manner In which it is executed; but the 
moft" natural is not only the cheapeft, 
but will alfo be found the moft beautiful,; 

I have given your Ladyfliip but a very 

imperfect idea of my rock-work ; but 

? whatever 
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whatever conception you -may have of my 
garden, I beg you to be allured, that its 
owner is, with great refpedt, 

Tour Ladyfbip's 
Mofi obedient, 
And mofi bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 

To Mr. Thompson. 

Jan. 17, 1734. 

Dear Sir, 

IF you were about to deicribe beauty, to 
fome lady of exquilite charms, it would 
be but a, mixture of juftice and gallantry, to 
lead her to her loohng-glafs. 

I have the very fame reafon,, for repla- 
cing the prefent, you were fo kind as to make 
me, of your admirable poem, by another, 
of the fame impreffion, which I had fent 
for to the bookfeller's. 

But, to go on poet-like, and ftretch the 
comparifon, as far as it will' bear— it is pro- 
bable, upon looking in the glafs, the lady 
might 
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might difcover, that me had put a patch in 
the wrong place, and rectify that little effect 
of her having drefled herfelf too haftily,--:- 
So, I flatter myfelf, you will forgive the 
w*l of my friendflnp, where it has marked 
out the inattention of a mafterly conceiver, 
over your expreffion, in fome parts of the 
poem. 

I observe this, with the fincerity of a 
man, who loves, and who knows why he 
loves you j — who has always been warm'd 
by your genius, and ambitious of your repu- 
tation. I never faw more energy in poetry j 
never imagery more glowing; never finti- 
ments mote elevated, than in the pieces Mr. 
Tbompfvn has publifhed. And, to crown all 
the reft, never was there expreffion more 
ftrongly eafy, more clearly illuftrative, than 
in every one of them, except this la/i : 
How happens it, that you would change a 
grace, almoft peculiar to yourfelf, in favour 
of tranfpofttion and obfcurity, by endea- 
vouring after beauties, which, I am fure, 
are unneceflary to your poem, and (I feaf) 
unnatural to our idiom. 

Nothing recommends Wank verfe, at 

all, but that it gives full liberty, to fuit ex- 

p 2 prefiion 
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preffion to the ftrength and clearness of 
ideas. If fo, the obfcurity, or hardnefs, 
muft be lefs excufable 

" Where the jlrong phrafe (hould roll 
profound and clear •" 

where it has the pretence of* being com- 
pelled, by the neceflity of a rhymer's uni- 
fon ; in which laft caft cafe, though we do 
not approve an unnatural conitruftion, we 
are taught, by cuflom, to expert it. 

To avoid encumbering you with quota- 
tions, from all thofe places in your poem, 
whereto reference muft have been made, 
to particularize my meaning, I chufe rather 
to fend you the poem, marked, as I went 
through it the fecond time, only for my 
private experiment, whether that obfcurity, 
which I feem'd to meet with (a novelty fo 
furprizing in your writings) was from want 
of apprehenfion, in myfelf, or a real diffi- 
culty, that might be removed, by change of 
a word, here and there ; and the glowing 
felicity of the thoughts^ by that means, un- 
veiled from a kind of cloudtnefs, the effect of 
. your new turn, in expreflion. 

Have 

, Dk^ed oy GoOgle 
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Have you not indulged, a little too' 
much, the remiffnefs of your Printer, with 
regard to his pointing ? or, mould you not 
rather call it his inaccuracy ? For, in a mul- 
titude of places, it inverts the very fenfe, 
and, every where, increafes the difficulty. 

I have another attack to make on your 
Printer ; he perplexes us, in our pleafure, 
by running the fections too long. In a 
poet, fo rich in his matter, and fo figurative 
in his fancy, it is not merely, as a refting- 
place for his eye, that we delight in fhort 
divhlons, and breaks, at the clofe of a fenfe, 
— we wifh them, as fo many ftages for re- 
flection.— We are forry to out-run intention, 
and fell jn upon new profpe&s, when we 
had purpofed to ftop, at the drAJlik, in or- 
der to look Sack, and dwell upon paft 
beauties. 

Too trivial an attachment to inejjentiak, 
is an affected and deCpiczblc formality ; But, 
there are fometimes condemned, in that 
miftaken difapprobation, things ornamental 
and inftrucrive. I refer you, for example, 
to your own indifference, for diftinguifhing 
fubftantives, by capital letters, as if this were 

P 3 a prin- 

ts,: zedcy GoOgle 
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a printer's nicety j whereby, in fome parts 
of your poem, I found myfelf a-ground, 
or led aftray, by a confufion of nouns with 
verbs of the fame houfe, which, wanting 
this typical diftinction of capitals, marking 
the former, mull, of neceffity, entangle the 
reader. Caft your eye, for an inftance, up- 
on the word blaze, in the 30th page of 
your poem. 

Italic Demands for emphafis, have, 
fometimes, too, (as in verfethe 3d, page 25) 
the plea, of almoft a neceffity, in their fa- 
vour j elfe, injuftice would be done to a 
Jirengtb, or to an elegance j for thefe are in- 
fallibly loft to nine readers in ten j I Include 
even poetical readers : fo that it is not a va- 
nity > that would court admiration— hut a kefp, 
that would animate conception. 

After having ventured to fay all this, in 
proof of my fincere affection for the author, 
it is due to myfelf (left I bsdult myfelf into a 
Critic) that I fay Something, to manifeft my 
tafte of the poem : But, becaufe it would 
be impoffible, for me, to exprefs fuch a 
power, as I feel there is in it, let me con- 
clude, with this fhort declaration. 

z It 
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It is all over Jbul: It injpires, and muft, 
therefore, have been infpired. The images 
Uve in it, (as you fay fculpture does, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome), They ftand out, 
and frejent themfehes to the touch, as if not 
defcribed, but embodied. Yet, one is led, 
by the turn of your fentiments, to fufpect. 
you of robbery, as if you had ftolen, from 
unhappy Italy, what, in the poverty of her 
prefent condition, fhe can, of all things, 
leaft ipare ; for, while you are writing of 
old Rome's, liberty, you feem to have fucked 
in, with the Roman air, thcjbulofan old Ro- 
man. Go on, in your glorious endeavours, 
to light up the north, with this fire. We 
have always been lovers of liberty, in her 
coarfenefs, and rugged fimplicity ; teach us 
to tafie her, in her politenefs ; teach us to be 
free, without infolence j and elegant, without 
luxury j to be learned, at once, and warlike j 
to be traders, but not trade/men ; and, in 
fine, to deferve, by our happinefs, the envy 
of the reft of the world, but to efcape H, by 
our humanity. If this is in verje, you can 
do it ; and, I am fare, you will always be 
willingf or your heart is lefs known than 
your genius, to, 

Dear Sir, Tours, &c. 

P 4 A. Hill. 
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0£l. 23, 1734. 
SIR, 

TH E pleafure you gave me, in Othello^ 
was fo new and furprizing, that I 
cannot forbear fending you my private ac-? 
knowledgment, though you have been bet- 
ter thanked by the voice of the people. 

Pantomimes and Operas had almoft given 
me a diftafte to mufick ; but I am recon- 
ciled to it, in your fpeaking. 

The ghofi of Mr. Booth feems to hav? 
appeared, in Covert Garden, to remove a 
defpair, which the town was brought un- 
der, of ever hearing a Tragic Attar, with 
patience, 'till after the force and the fweet- 
nejs of that great fpeaker mould be forgot- 



In the midil of your juft applaufe, 
which gives me a delight, as fincere and 
lively as your own, permit me to offer" a 
hint, or two, which, if you have leifure to 
weigh, before your next appearance, may, 
by fuch a genius as yours, be improved into 
a guard againft fome little relaxations, which 
have 
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have employed the fpleen of a few censo- 
rious triflers--men, who having a bHhdnefs 
in their underftandings, are kept dark, to 
the moil: delicate beauties^ 

Some of thefe remarked, at your firft 
entrance, a languid hanging of th$ head and 
arms, very different from your animated 
gefture, when you became fired with the 
pafiions in the character. Good fenfe, and 
good nature would have known how to 
account for this, and confidered it as an 
effeft of concern, and the merit of mo-r 
deity : But, as the firft appearance ftrikes 
moil ftrongly, and it is eafier to receive, 
than to remove, a bad impreflion, I could 
wifti, you would affume, from your very 
firft ftep upon the ftage, all that warlike 
boldnefs of air, that ariies from keeping the 
nerves (as well of the arms, as the legs) 
ftrongly braced, and the vifage creel: and 
aweful ; carrying marks of that confeious 
fuperiority, infeparable from a character, fo 
dignified as Otbello'%. 

In purfuance of this caution, you will na- 
turally be mindful, on two particular occa- 
fions : Firft —where, in kneeling, your 
right 
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righnfoot, iaifead of being turned ootwamv ' 
food Ant the contrary way—And, fedond- ■ 
ly~wH«* r qt-yow amvsiJ in Cyprus, yea ra*t 
fo eagerly to the swh« of Defatmrta, thttt- 
/nw (as is commonly the cafe) made you 
unmindful; df your greatnefs, which might, 
however, be welt enough preforved here, 
by a certain ftately, yet tender, advance, tm- 
tripping Hghtly, to her embrace ; but a little , 
quickening the/&/>. «nore ftrongfy extending 
the arms, gently inclining the breafi, not 
the bead, and fending your look, as it were, 
before you, with a kind of amorous delight, 
in approaching her. 

Sometimes, either by turning your face 
too much from the front, or not enough rai- 
fing the articulation of your voice, we loft 
a line, or half a line, in the boxes. This, or 
more, we could readily have fpared to fome 
of your brothers, but none are willing to give 
op words, where every accent is harmony. 

For the fame reafon, you will always be 
fure to pleafe moft, by how much the more 
diftin&ly, and fignificantly, you dwell upon 
expreffions, which ought' to be empbati- 
cah— Too running and unpointed an ut- 
terance takes off from the pathetic, that 
fhould 
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{hould never be wanting. in Otbeih. He 
&ys nothing, that is not important ; there- 
fore, ymgbt nSould never be aijint, in the 
jfoaf that exprefTes it, no more- than in the 
hoi that accompanies, of in the uQkn that 
imprints it. A particular, inference -.-fviir 
follow this obfervation, with refpedt tt> '^m- 
tences, where they have any thing ftrikingly 
peculiar, which moold always be both pre- 
ceded and clofed, by a pauft of coniideratilc 
length i to awaken andprepare. 'expecta- 
tion, and the other to give time for reflec- 
tion, that, fa, the image may de&end perfeflv 
from the w to the under/landing. 

By effect, of judicious paufes, too, taking 
breath in well-chofen places, & voice, of fuch 
compafs as yours, may, in the higheft tor- 
rent ofpaffion.rifeftill ftronger and clearer, 
beyond belief or example. 

In the number . of your beauties, I was 
extremely pleafed with one, as it was not 
only natural, but almoft folely your own. — 
It was that impreflive attention, with which 
you liftened, while fpoke to, and the intent 
direction of your eye to its proper object, on 
the flage ; whereas, it is common, among 
modern afters, to beftow their looks, and 
their 
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their language, upon the audience; whom, 
by that means, they are fure to put in mind, 
that they are only Players, and mjeft ; and 
fo deftroy the nobleft delight of the fcene ; 
■ which is, that we Ihould be deceived into a 
fuppofition, that it is not imitation, but 
reality. 

- I forbear to wifli you fuccefs, becaufe it 
is a confequence, and you arejure of it: 
Neither will I wifli you joy, fince the town 
ihould rather be congratulated upon the 
ducovery, that Tragedy need hot be loft, for 
want of an A3or, who is capable of fupport- 
jng it ; yet, I am, very truly, and very much, 

Sir, 

lour Well-wijher, 

And mofi bumble Servant, 
A, Hill. 



To 
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To Mr. Thompson. 

Feb. 17, 1735. 
Dear Sir; 

YO U have lately given me two plea- 
fures j for one of them I am indebted 
to fortune, who brought me near you, (tho* 
not quite near enough) the other night, at 
the Playboufe. 

The fecond I owe to a hand, I am infi- 
nitely more proud to be obliged by j for I 
received your beautiful prefent of Liberty, 
from its author. 

It will be, in all fenfes, an ornament to 
my fiudy. It will alfo be fuch to my hearty 
and my memory , for I mall never be able 
to think of a lovelinefs in moral, a franknefs 
in focial, or a penetration in political life, to 
which you have not, in this inimitable 
mafter-piece, both of language and genius, 
given a force, and a delicacy, which few 
mail be born with a capacity to feel, and 
none ever with a capacity to exceed. 

I don't 
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I don't know a pleafure I fhould enjoy 
with more pride, than that of filling up the 
Ieifure of a well-employed year, in exerting 
die critic, on your poem ; in confidering it, 
firft, with a view to the vartnefs of its con- 
ception, in the general plan; fecondly, to 
the grandeur, the depth, the unleaning, 
felf-fupported richnefs of the fentimentsj 
and, thirdly, to the ftrength, the elegance, 
the mufick, the comprehenfive, living ener- 
gy, and clofe propriety of your expreffion. 

I look upon this mighty work, as the 
h&ftretcbed blaze of our expiring genius. 
It is the dying effort of defpalring and in- 
dignant virtue, and will Hand, like one of 
thofe immortal pyramids* which carry their 
magnificence thro' times, that wonder, to 
fee nothing round them, but uncomfortable 
defartf 

Yet, you muft give me leave, while I but 
admire your genius* to love your foul, that has 
fuch compafs of humanity I your poem is 
not newer, than your mind j nor your ex- 
prejfkn ftronger, than your virtue. 

What* 
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Whatever fcbool-entbuftafttt has mif- 
dreamt of -Hewwr, that he knew all arts, 
and that his works have -taught their prac- 
tice, might be almoft faid, and proved, of 
Mr. t £bompfori* Liberty without partiality, 
or flattery j whatever hasbeen Juffered, done, 
or thought, thro' all the revolutions of for- 
gotten time, your more than magic mufe 
revokes, reacts, and animates, 'till we be- 
come cotemporaries of every bufy age, and 
fee, and feel the changes, which fliey Jhotie, 
or jtitikbf. 

'Tis poffible, that this devoted nation, 
irrecoverably loft in luxury, may, like your 
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On higher life intent, its filken tomb. 

It may rife to future animation, and (its 
wealth, its pride, and commerce loft) lofe 
alfo its corruption, and re-triumph, in the 
ftrengthof un-defiring poverty. For, cer- 
tainly, you have detected the fole root of eve- 
iy Eggli/h evil, you deplore, fo beautifully. 

Whenever pufFd v?hh.pow'r, and gorg'd 

with wealth, 
Nations, like ours, let trade enormous rife, 
And 
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And Eail, and South, their mingled tr«a- 

fure pour ; 
*Fhen y fwell'd impetuous, the corrupting flood 
Burfts o'er the city, and devours the laud. 

Think, ferioufly, 'upon this obfetrationV 
and try, if, in all your intimate acquaintance 
with pail, ages, you can find a people long, 
at once, retaining public virtue, and ex-' 
tended commerce. . . 

Search, too, as much in vain, for one, 
who is, with warmer truth, and better 
founded zeal, than I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofl obedient 

And mofi bumble Servant, 

A. Hilu 



Dear 
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Dear Sir, 

YO U had a great deal of goodnefs, to 
forgive my interpofing, the other day, 
in a concern of fo tender a nature : Be fo 
juft, to affure yourfelf, nothing lefs could 
have led me to do it, than the urgency of 
your neareft relations, that I mould give you 
my thoughts on the occafion, whereon they 
feem to place great confequence, with re- 
gard to your fortune and figure in life j 
but, I muft confefs, that thofe fofter, and 
more generous arguments, which you en- 
forced, on your own part, from the perfo- 
nal merit of that other lady, to whom 
your heart has fo long been attached ; with 
your abhorrence of fuch cruelty, as to 
afflict her. with a feparation ; the effect of 
which is to be dreaded, in a paffion fo fin- 
cere, and fo delicate. The ftrength and 
humanity of all thefe reafons, together with 
thofe grateful and noble confeflions of your 
ftill undiminifbed affection, and the lady's 
increafe in deferving it, make me heartily 
wifh, that your family had not engaged me, 
in a caufe, which I am much more inclined 
■ Q_ to 
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to give up, than defend, in all lights, but 

one only. 

I agree with you (and fo mult all 
men, who have fenfe of fidelity,) that the 
utmoft companion of tendernefs is due to 
the confiding, and the lovely. — I agree with 
you, too, that the right way to judge, is, to 
put one's felf in the place of the forfaken. 
Give me leave, to do this fairly, with the 
moft impartial fincerity ofreafoningj and 
it mall be my only additional argument to 
thofe I gave you the pain of confidering, 
when we talked, on fo unpleafing a fubjedr.. 

Remember, how pofitive you were, that . 
your quiet is fo dear to this lady, that, (fup- 
pofing her under temptation, like yours) 
fhe would have no regard at all to a pro- 
fpe£t of improving her condition, by quit- 
ting you. The cafes, tho' fo feemJngly 
alike, differ widely, when you come to 
compare them. By the prefent extraordi- 
nary occafion of advancing your fortune, 
you become mailer of its ufe, and its influ- 
ence, and can direct it to augment, inftead 
of deftroying the eafe, in life, of this lady, 
from whofe immediate poffemon it fnatches 
you. A woman's cafe, in this point, is the 
reverie 
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revcrfe pf a man's.— Vou leave me fafely to 
infer, from the care I obferved yon to pro* 
fefs, for this beloved party'? well-being and 
affluence, that fuch an increafe of your own 
good fortune, as this match will fecure you, 
muft draw on (as its necefiary confequence) 
a considerable new lift to the lady's. 

But you iofifted, I Should put rayfelf in 
.her place, and I fee not how I am able to 
4o it, without allowing the full and necefla- 
ry weight, to thofe afflicting impreffions, 
fli'e rnuft fuffer under, from ah appearance 
of your having unkindly forfaken her ; — 
unkindly, becaufe of thofe engaging de- 
monftrations, which you confefs, fhe has 
given you, of a faith, and a faithfulnefs, 
that can never be too gratefully rewarded. 
I can find but one anfwer to this ; -- you 
declare, that her understanding is of a pieqe 
with her perfonal accomplishments. — If it 
be fo, ihe, herfelf, will advife you, not to 
lofe an occalion of establishing your interest 
and her own : She will know, (after a lit- 
tle ferious reflection) that fuch opportuni- 
ties will not always be offering j that the 
. longer She poflefles you, the remoter you 
mufl: be from the likelyhood. And fince 
Q^a you 
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yoa will be growing old- together, me will 
be" unwilling to hazard Aich an idea in your 
memory, as that you loft (for her fake) the 
very power of enlarging her condition into 
independence and happinefs. 

Aftfr all, were the 30000/. that is 
offered you, thirty times 30000/. I mould 
think it a bafenefs, to look upon intereft, as 
a.reafon for your leaving a lady to affliction 
and mifery, who has fo gentle a claim to 
your companion and tendernefs. But, when 
the very reward of that claim can only be 
fully found, in luch a prudential necefiity of 
exalting your love, into a friend/hip, as 
dear and defirable, it cannot properly be 
faid, that you leave her at all } and (fince 
me is wife, as well as fincere) me will never 
reproach you, for an action, (he herfelf has 
fuch fhare in the advantage and good effect 
of. Yet, truft your refolution neither to 
reafon alone, nor to paflion. Marry both 
thefe together, and they will afterwards 
marry you ; and the lady you defire to 
retain, will give you generoufly up, to the 
lady who wifties to attract you. ~ Think as 
juftly upon tbis t as you do upon other occa- . 
{ions, 
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fions, and the event will be Cure to ftand 
justified to, 

Dear Sir \ 

Tour mojt obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

A HtLL. 



To Mr % Thompson. 

May 20, 1736. 
Dear Sir, 

WHEN your friends wait a long 
while for fuch letters as yours, they 
are fure to receive a kind of balance, from 
your equity ; for they muft, at leaft, be as 
long in forgettingj as they were in expect- 
ing them. They come charged, like the 
winds of Arabia, with the fragrant exha- 
lations of the climate, they belong to. 

One of the natural growths of fuch a 
mind, as we fee in your writings, is the ge- 
nerofity of your purpofe, in favour of the 
bookfeller. I am in love with the huma- 
nity, that infpired fuch a fentiment ; but, for 
Q^ the 
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fake bf my eociritryi wlfh it may defer be 
carried into execution j becaufe the beauty 
of the a&ion, would, of neceffity, prevent 
its ever being forgotten j and a kind of nati- 
onal infamy, which riluft difgracc us to po- 
fterity, will, as infallibly, be a confequence 
of its being remembered. 

I confess myfelf fincerely mortified, to 
hear, that fuch a poem as Liberty , in fuch 
a nation as Great Britain, can have failed 
to make a bookfeller as rich as an ungrate- 
ful people have been made, by its invaluable 
fund of manly fentiments : but there are 
dijpofitiom (in political, as well as natural 
bodies) which have prevalence to neb*, dr 
hinder, the effect of medicines ; and I am 
apprehenfive, that republican improvements, 
. upon monarchical foundations, will but fpoil 
two different orders, either of which, alone* 
might have had ftrength and gracefulnefs. 

As to the criticlfms, you defire me to fend 
you, againft a fecond edition of this beau- 
tiful Poem, it would be the eafieft, and 
pleafanteft tafk in the world : For I could 
fill a large volume, with unanfwerable 
proofs, that there is fomething, newer and 
greater, 

t nw-^i^GoO^It: 
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greater, in this work, than in any that I 
ever met with, in poetry. 

My criticifins, in the fenfe, to which you 
limit the word, would be of as narrow a 
reach as the tafte of the age, you have writ 
to. They would, in a manner, be confined 
to one view — and that is, to examine, whe- 
ther, notwithftanding the care I perceive 
you have taken, to avoid it, the plenitude of 
idea, that is every where fo glowingly di- 
ftinguimable, has not left, here and there, 
fome degree of obfeurity in the exprefilon, 
from the difficulty you mull have met with, 
to reduce infinity into diflinftion. 

The places are few, and the fad is too 
doubtful, to be infifted on. — You mall de- 
cide, by one fingle example, whether I am 
right, in my notion, or conceive not fo 
clearly, as you have really expreffed yourfelf. 

" She too the mineral feeds j the obedient 

" lead, 
" The warrior iron, nor the peaceful lefs, 
'*.* Forming of life art-civiliz'd the bond." 

If my ear and apprehenfion, deceive me 

not very much, there is a hardnefs and 

Q 4 darknefs, 
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darknefs, in fome part of the turn of this 
expreffion. And, though a comma, be- 
tween peaceful and lefs, and a parenthefis 
round the epithet, art-civiliz'd, would have 
greatly facilitated the comprehenfion, yet, 
if I am not more miftaken, than I ought to 
be, when I give my opinion to a friend, it 
would have been clearer, in Ibme fuch 
manner, as the following. 

The peace, and war-fupporting iron bond, 
That holds together life's whole chain of 
arts. 

Would to pod, you were in the right, 
in that part of your letter, which wifhes, in 
lieu of ftate-patronage, in favour of learn- 
ing, that we had only fome good at! of 'par- 
liament ', for fecuring to authors the property 
of their owji works ! methinks, if the acl: 
would go deep enough, to reach the very 
root of your wifh, it fhould, alfo, fecure to 
the publick, the education of her gentler- 
men, as well as the property of her writers ; 
fince, where the firfi are unable to tajle, 
the laft muft write to no purpofe. I am 
afraid, the nourilhment of good tafte fhould 
'begin in the cradle ; and the modus of think- 
ing be as political a part of the - cohftitu- 
2 tional 
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tional care, in a ftate that would be famous 
for arts, as early and neceffary application to 
arms, was, in ftates that have afpired to a 
military greatnefs. 

The truth of this remark appears no- 
where more vifibly, than at the entertain- 
ments of outrage, (the decline} and blind 
management whereof, you fo pathetically 
defcribe and lament). The Plays and Players 
feldom fixing my attention, I have leimre 
enough to obferve, and I do it with a me- 
lancholy delight, the effects of great and 
mafculine fentiments, on the nominally no- 
ble, and moft powerful part of the audience. 
— Here I have always the mortification to 
fee, in their very eyes, that their hearts have 
no feeling for virtue; and that their beads 
have no perception for genius : They are 
ftrongly fufceptible of whatever they were 
born to deffife ; and poorly infenfible to 
every thing that they ought to encourage. 

In fuch a fituation, alas ! what hope from 
an att, unlefs it were to be an act, for the 
future production and manufacture of act- 
makers. , 

The 
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The warmth you exprefe againft this 
, corruption of our ftage, is the natural in- 
dignation of a breaft. 

« — the bounds ofy^divinely burfting. 

I was once of opinion, that the cure 
might have been eafier, than I now am a- 
fraid 'twill be found : I know weU, that 
nothing, moral or inilructive, was expected, 
or defired, by the modim frequenters of 
Theatres ; but I had a notion, it might be 
poflible, to fiirprifc them into correction* 
1 ccrtifidered, that the paffions, being the 
fprings of the heart, when they are pow- 
erfully ftruek out by the writer, and as 
ftrongly imprinted by the atifar; in their re- 
prefentation, they ought to force their way 
over the w/V/; in which cafe fools of fa- 
ihicm (fince they have fomc feeling) mull, 
I thought, be pleafed ; but, being pleafed, 
unawares, they would find, I thought, a 
keener delight, by how much lefs they ex- 
pected it. 

Under influence of fuch notions as 

thefe, I was almoft determined to have put 

myfelf to the trouble and expence of an 

experiment, 
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experiment, without other fubfeription op 
fupport, than the countenance of a dozen, of 
two, of untaxed encouragers, properly cho- 
fen, to fome written declaration, that there 
being a defign on foot, for opening a nei» 
tragic theatre, for extending and regulating 
the conduct of the ftage, and appropriating 
its influence to the fervice of wifdom and 
virtue, their names were fubferibed in de- 
claration, that they would protect, and give 
countenance to the undertaking, as long as 
it mould be carried on, with a ffcill and 
endeavour, correfpondent to the propofal. 

If the P — ■ e could have been engaged, 
in the head of fuch a lift, it would have had 
all the effect of a patent, without the noife 
and the difficulty ; and the Opera-houfe, in 
the Haymarket) would have had three or 
four nights, weekly, to fpare, for the be- 
ginning, 'till the fuccefs of the affair might 
have fhewn, how far worth while the refor- 
mation, as well of the fabric and form* as 
the management of a Theatre, was. 

I was pleafed with this fcheme, 'till I 

came to confider, where the names could be 

found, and by what means to engage them, 

without renouncing that retreat, that ob- 

fcurity 

■ 
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fcurity of choice, which I had affumed to 
myfelf, as the (hare I laid claim to, among 
the moft deferable bleffings of liberty. — 
There Iflopt, and began to difcover a kind 
of inconfiftency of purpofe, in the leifure, 
and reflection, which mull be neceflary for 
planning and conducting the defign, oppo- 
fed againft the (bllicitation and addrefs, 
without which it would be found impoflible 
to make it fuccefsful. 

So much for the flage ; to which I add, 
in behalf of Zara, becaufc you have done 
her the honour to invite her to a flielf, in 
your iludy, that ihe {hall 'wait on you, 
fhortly, with a younger fitter, much hand- 
fomer. 

1 I am pleafed to hear, that Mr. Pope was 
fo kind, as to make any enquiries concern- 
ing me ; I rauft allow fuch merit as his, to 
intitle its pofiefibrs to think, when they will, 
and wfrat they will, of their friends. It is 
enough that I feel him through diftance ; 
I lofe none of his force, from the coldnefs 
of his friendihip ; on the contrary, I am 
made fure, by fome reafons I have to be 
convinced, we think differently of each 
other j that my efteem for bim, is the effect 

of 
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pf his, excellencies, becaufe it could have 
no ground to grow in, if it were the return 
of partiality. 

Yovr good nature was juftly and gene- 
roufly employed, in the mention you make 
of. poor Mr. 'Savage : — It is a longtime, 
fince I faw him : I have been told, fome of 
his friends make complaints of certain little 
effects of&fpieen in his temper, which he is 
no more able to help, and mould, therefore, 
no more be accountable for, than the misfor- 
tunes, to which, in all likelihood, his confti- 
tution may have owed it, originally. It is 
pity, methinks, there is nobody to be found 
near the king, who has weight enough, and 
•will enough, to put him effectually in mind, 
that the Angular care of this unfortunate fon 
of a nobleman, born in wedlock, to inherit 
the eftate and title, and prevented in both, 
by the extraordinary interpofition of a par- 
liamentary power, without referve of fub- 
fiftence afligned him, feems to leave him 
the moil equitable right in the world, to 
< fuch a penfion from the crown, as might 
put him above thofe mortifications in life, 
which, no doubt, muft have fowered his 
difpofition, and given the unreflecting part 

of 
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'of his acquaintance, occafion to complain, 
now and then,pf: his behaviour. 

Pray how long do you ftay in Kew-lanef 
— I have no other . reafbn for afting, but 
becauie I have long been refolving a vifit to 
Richmond, and> while you are (o near it,, 
my inducement will be doubled. I have 
protnifed my daughters to mew them the 
queen's garden and hermitage; and the 
weather now begins to look, as if it would 
. throw off its Engli/b uncertainty, and allow 
.us fbme fiiort fpecimen, whereby we may 
guefs, what foreigners mean, when they 
talk of fmtfummers. I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Tmr mqft affeBionate, 

And obedient Servant, 

A. Hut. 



SIR, 
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Feb, 28, 1736. 
S I R, 

I See clearly, by fome names among your 
performers, that you are not in fo much 
danger as I apprehended, on that quarter. 
But, I am afraid, you are in more, than you 
imagine, on another ; and that is, from the 
choice of your fubjeift, and allegorical re- 
motenefs .of your fatire. — What I mean is, 
that the necefiity your prudence was under, 
to difguife your defign with caution, has lb- 
perplexed it with doubtfulnefs, that I am 
fearful, in the hurry of ad&on, fome of the 
mofi meaning allufions, in your piece, may 
be miftaken for fcenes, which want any 
meaning at all ; while, on the other fide, 
among the few, who can penetrate purpofe, 
and unravel ihejatire, as faft as they hear it, 
you will find fome perfons malignantly dif- 
pofed, upon a fuppofition, that royalty, in 
general, fhould never be the mark of con- 
tempt j and others, becaufe they will con- 
clude, you have levelled your aim againft 
particular objects, at whofe expence they 
muft incline to be diverted. 

From 
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From thcfe apprehcnfions, I am com- 
pelled to depend on your good-nature for 
cxcufe, as to the Prologue and Epilogue : 
I have good reafons for declining every ha- 
zard, of being confidered in a light this 
would very unfeafonably fhew me in; and 
I mould do an injuftice to your, candour, if I 
made the leaft doubt of your pardon, upon 
a motive of this nature. 

I am heartily forry, I had not iboner an 
idea of your plan j and flatter myfelf, I 
might have had the good fortune of perfua- 
ding you to change it, for fome other, not 
only of lefs dangerous provocation, but more 
promifing likelyhood, to fall in with the 
publick capacity. Dramatic Levels are to 
be taken by the apprehenfion of thofe we 
would divert j no matter howjuft, or how 
poignant our meanings, if they He not open, 
and vifible enough to be catched, in their 
glancing. — You know who, very much to 
your purpofe, has told us, " 

" That ftars beyond a certain height, 
" Give mortals neither heat, nor light." 

Upon the whole, if it were poffible, in 

fo fhort a time as is left you, to fubftitute 

any 
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any other of 'youV pieces, in plaee bf th*S' l 
Rebearfal »f\K}n*s t I am convinced, y&X x - 
woojdawid a'idifappointmeRtj and, perhaps, : 
a mortification. — And,' perfuaded-as I ami* 
of this, upon repeated and attentive reflec- 
tion, I think it an honefter error, to hazard 
my judgment, than, by difguifing my fentl- : 
ments, dp irijuftice to my fincerityj for I" 
(hall be always defirous to prove myfelf, 

Sir, 

Tour mojt qbedient, 

Httmbk Servant^ 

.. A, Hll.L,r 



To 'Mr.de Voltaire^ 

June 3, 1736V 

I Saw, by accident, a paragraph frpm af 
letter of M&nfieur Thieriot lt to Mr. Grig-, 
nton, a friend of his in Lmdon, which has 
given me- the pleafure ©f perceiving, tha# 
you are too generous to difclaim your Zaire ; 
though naturalized in England. My coun- 
trymen have, hitherto, been much more 
R ready, 
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ready, .fo adopt the folly, than the wit, of. 
France > I, therefore, looked upon you, as.- 
my lawful prize? and feized you to adjuft 
the balance, ■. ; ... -, 

I .found ypu born for no one country* 
by the embracing widenefs of your feflti-. 
npents ; for, fince ypu think for all man- 
kind, all ages, and all languages, will claim . 
the merit of your genius. 

Whatever narrownefs there is In poets, 
there is none in poetry t at leaft, your poetry. 
— What paints all manners, mould delight 
all countries ; and you have only to reiblve 
to- die, if you would live in hearts, as well 
as tongues. But, while you fhew us other 
men's great qualities, in the moft ftrong and 
equitable lights, you make yourfelf appear 
unjuft, in one' particular j for you would cut 
off that relief of fools, their railing at co- 
temporary excellence. You are (to own the 
truth) unconfcionably a ' Monopoliit, and 
poor wretches, whom your plenty makes 
fo, have the right of clamorous indigence, 
to be abufive, with impunity. 

ALT, IRA was fent too late to London ; 

ihe mould elfe, in one and the iame feafon, 

have 
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HaVeSnjftired faejtages oftwo' nations y but, 
even a's" it is," a "company of very fltilfu! 
actors are now re-opening the great Thea^ 
trc, in Lincolm-Itm jields t in order to per- 
form this tragedy.---I own, I have ericon- 
ra^ed imerri to 'this attempt, \njummer t to 
JfrOteft you 'from a 'winter ftof m of merce- 
nary pens, ( that, tertfpted by your' Zaire's 
fuccefsy were threatehfng to disjoint Alzira i 
But, to prevent her being blotted, by defa- 
cing pencils, I chofe. rather to produce fccr 
haftalyi much lefsar Beauty than you drew 
;fier, than permit, her to'be robbed more 
'iJcVwiljyof herfpifit, v air, arid likenefs. 



j.. ; I .was already got' to ^retreat, in which 
1 bury my town purpofes, when.about three 
weeks fince, the French Alzira was, firft^ 
fent down to me by my Bookfeller ; and 
now the Actors (perfect in their parts) are 
ready to begin' its" reprefentation : This 
charjge,. againft^rnyfelf I fend you for two 
reafons \ fuch a precipitation will excufe the 
■fau&lin'my ownverfion, and convince you 
of my zeal to fave you from dulhr,- 

My letter is in EngHJh, becaufe I have 

fesjtiptgpfs, in print, that you are mailer of 

R 3 our 
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our tongue, while, on the ooatrary, I neir 
tber write nor fpeak, in yours, with free- 
dom or correctnefs., .., 

Bp pleafsd to honour me with ygur 
commands, to whom I may address, for you, 
nay verfipnof^faj>a.«;-J take acquaintsmcp 
with yo\xx Jpirifi, pot without 3 melancholy 
fenfe of what I loft, by being abfcnt, in tw 
tour atfyttfond, at a arne> when many of 
-my friends- enjoyed your perfottal intiffWK} 
ibere, in J^mhn. But I know you, in. your 
i^ob^eft, fdf, as million* now know -ffmas 
and EurypUes ; and. as future millions. wiU 
ybltaire, when envy mall ' be choaked in 
,duft, ox France deferye. it, for producing you. 
1 heg to l*ave a place afligrieid pie, in the lift 
of the fincereft of» " '-'''■'. 

Sir, 

Tour moft humble. 

And obedient Servants 

■'.-:. ,>,H*W- 
From my Hcafe, la P«uy ... 
Fran«, WcftminRei. " ' '- 



Madam, 



iBV Google 



OAfGltfAL LMTtkA 245 

Madam, 

IT was very late, laft night, before I 
gave up tile fcheme of a: little journey to 
Tottbridge, on this very Saturday, where, 
the' my flay rauft hate been fbprt, my fatif- 
fa&ion would have been infinite 3 for I bad 
delighted myfelf with- a profiled of waiting 
on you back again. 

But this cannot now be-~6$ubbom bu> 
finefs intcrpofes -and the only amends I can 
make myfelf, for the disappointment, is, to 
dwell on your Idea, with a double feme of 
Its fweetheis, 'till I am reiiored to the 
blefling of your real and perfonal converfe, 

. In the mean time, I have- made a. difco- 
very, that foot* pbihfopberr y who have been 
puzzling tbemfehesy and their readers, with 
enquiries after ihejeat oftbefeu/, might have 
been convinced (could they have been hap- 
py enough to meet with fome fuch amiable 
compofition as yours) that there is no part 
of the body without it. Whenever you 
/peak, it is in your tongue — when you are 
Jiknt, it is in your eyes j and you never fit 
R 3 down 
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down to write, but it dcfcends to yomfn- 
gers. It was diffufed, I am fure, over every 
part of your letter : not a line, but earned 
marks of your fine fenfe, and your delicacy. , 

Yet with all this excefs of ■ accorripliil*- 
ments, you are fomfitime's a little unjufl ; 
you would' not, elfe, have dlfapproved my 
retreat from- the crowd of the world',' fince 
it is by fuch company- as yours, men are 
taught to love folitude. There are pilgrims, 
among the Turks, who at their return from 
the temple of their prophet, burn' their eyes, 
With hot irons, fo to (hut out, by a volun- 
tary ikxdnejs; all' lefs Holy and commoner 
objects. J There is a much more provoking 
defcent, from Ivlrs! L--w--rs' co;nverfatior£ 
down to that of the wilt-id ; and the only 
way, for a man to.be happy, who has once 
enjoyed that bleffing, and muff not conti- 
nue to enjoy ft for ever, is, by declining all 
other fociety, to efcape the mortification of 
too remote a comparifon. 

Where, with themodeftyofthe woman, 
Is mixed the tendernefs of the friend : — 
where frugality only limits ■ generofity, and 
■ wifrlom carries caution, drefled in the air 

of 
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of the moft affable openefs : — where expe- 
rience and conduct in life, in-ftead of jufti- 
fying fome fliadow of vanity, ferve only to 
ftrengthen humility, aad the memory lets 
flip nothing, but remembrance of anger and 
injuries; — where, to all thefe endearing 
charms of the mind, there is added a per/on, 
that looks as if heaven had made it on pur- 
pose to deferve and become fuch a fpirit ; 
Who "(that fees, hears, and thinks) would be 
ftbfent from fuch a union of lovelinefs ? 

' For my part, I can never reflect on thefe 
enchanting truths, without finding fome 
new reafon, forprofeffing rriyfelf, with un- 
changeable and fncreafing refpect, 

Madam, 

Tour mojl faithful, 

•' jfyd devoted Servant, 

.A. Hill. 



R4 To 
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■ T* Air. -pacfe. 

From Buxton JfeUs, Derby/hire. 

IHave been, for fome time, a iolitafy 
Rambler j and having, in, a tour whjch, 
I began with laft furnmer, and am, in hopes 
of putting an end to with this, vifited food 
of our own, and our neighbour's lea coa#s,, 
I ftole the delight of converting, great part 
of a day, with fome vegetable chHdjpit of 
yours, in Lady Prter&oreagfili gardens^. a( 
Mount Beats. I was fo pleafed, with .many 
things I faw there, that I --could have wor- 
shipped, in her groves, like a Druid : — I 
forgot myfelf, for many hours, into an 
efcape from that proportion of pain, which 
imbitters our nioft tender reflections, when 
they reiate- to johr offspring of a lefs grateful 
and prunable kind, into an enjoyment of 
that ieTen"er fatisfa&ion, which you are inti- 
tled to receive, above moft men ; and more 
capable, perhaps, of receiving, under the in- 
creafe of your flourifhing green families. 

For my own part, even when a boy, I 

was very apt to be out of conceit with a life 

of 
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of mtffch bpture orbufttej but whit tvas 

then mere tie firm*, i being now becohie na*~ 
t*re, I affign* myfelf fco 'further concern 
with the world, than to accommodate my 
<£*£rw to my. Af » for, aftor having vainly 
afp"ired to be irffw k to feme good ends, and: 
good, offices, which lam. riot olid wed the 
pmfyetity, that was nenefikty, for oftettu*- 
ally teaching* all I ncnvfiad remaining, at 
ataflcfor iny future folhuie, is, to learn to 
Be Ain^i without #Aw, arid fubmit to be o^- 
left, wi& tender. 

However, to confefs a plain truth, I 
don't know, whether I am iiot letting up 
for a pretender to virtue, from a modera- 
tion, therein Nature has more {hare than 
Grace; there being one among our paffions* 
which you have taught us to deleft in its 
coverts, where it makes the leaft noiie of 
them all, — like the JiilK foft voice, wherein 
Cod condefcended to come, when he 
would neither be found in the thunder, nor 
whirlwind, ' 

" One, oft mottfitottg than alU-the tove 
of eafe.r' - 

But what imports it, whether a perfon 

of fo' little confequence as myfelf, owes his 

content 
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content in retirement to his natural tafte, or . 
his indolence.. There is one thing, I am; 
fure, which we all of us owe to the puttie ; 
and that i», foine account of the" ufes we 
make of our leiiure. — If I might be allowed 
to commute, in a pen nance enjoined me by 
fortune, I would attone, very willingly, for 
my doing too little, by thinking as much» and 
as well, as I am able : I mould only be a- 
Gmd of fuppofing myfelf bufieft, when, in 
truth, I was moil idlely employed. And of 
this probability, I wifti I may not, juft now,'- 
be about to give you a fpecimen. 

' 1 hate lately 'been looking back upon a 
defign, which I had gone a good length in, 
and laid by, in the year 1730. —An Eflay 
on Propriety, in me Thought and Ex- 
preffion of Poetry; wherein both Heads are 
cdnfidered, with a Limitation to three dif- 
tinct Requifites - — Adaption, Simplicity, and 
Chfencfs. It will be ready for publishing 
againft winter ; but finding many reflec- 
tions, in this trail, which relate to fome 
parts of yonr writings; wherein, if you were 
not miftaken, by accident^ I myfelf have 
been fo, by deliberate error of judgment, I 
would rather be fet right, by your own, than 
■- the 
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the publick's opinion ; and it is, therefore, 
the biifmefs of this tetter, to bring you, firft^ 
a fhort lketch of my general purpofe j and, 
in the next place, to offer you not only a 
private examination, but even the abfolute 
and final decifion of every fiich cenfure, as 
concerns you.. 

To begin at the wrong end, like a true 
modern Critic, I have, under the head of 
Expreflion, particularly, kept in my view, a 
very common, yet, I think, little noted defefl: 
of good writers ; moft of whom I find apt 
to throw out their conceptions but in grofs, 
by a too : general reprefentation of the idea, 
as it ftrikes in the whole ; disregarding, as 
an unneceflary care, to appropriate the 
Words they make ufe of, to their diftinft 
and particular tendency. And, from this 
hafty and comprehenfive inaccuracy of •wri- 
ters, I conceive it to arife, that the genera- 
lity of readers (now no longer exacting that 
choice which makes elegance) feem to have 
loft fight and tafte of that dekSlus •verborum, 
wherein Cafiir (I think it was Cafdr) placed 
the ftrength and foundation of eloquence : 
and whence only can arife luch exa&nefs 
as will jultify a very lively imagination of 
your own : 

" Expreffion 
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" Expremoh Is the drtfs of thought." 

I call it your imagination, becaufe, 1 
believe, the idea rhuft have been Jbaf>e (not 
drefs) of thought ; drels, however, an orria-* 
rrieht, being a concealment, or covering j 
whereas expreffion ia manifestation and ex- 
pofure. 

Expreffion is the hiHb of thought! -*-^rt«l 

round, 
Limbs the loofe fbul k and fhapes it into 

found. 

BuT'thisis a ftart, and digreffive : —What 
I was going to fay, and return to, is this : -- 
If any man wants proof, how much of the 
air of good poetry may be loft by that loofe 
furtout drefs, now in faftiion, let him inftruct 
himfelf, from your oppofite examples.~*Let 
him attempt but to fubftitute another word, 
t)f equal effe«£t, in the place of that living 
monofyllableyJ^V, in one of your, I had 
almoft faid, inhabitable landfkapes, 

" Ye grots, and caverns, Jbagg'd, with hor- 
rid thorn ! 

And-, if afterwards he would convince 

himfelf, what indifpenfible neceffity there 

remains, 
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remains, that the minuteft regard mould be 
hjjd to* chain, of H&wh pewerfut wr^J 
propriety, even by thoic happy and raaftef ly 
hands, which have. been, taught fay it, to 
huild mountains in verft, 'tjtt they not only 
{land ou£ to- the fjw, but. are felt, as it were, 
and walked over, fay the fancy ; he need 
only examine with care, and he fliall iee 
ibiijc of the raoft celebrated of tho&.woor 
dcrful aitifts, taking pains to obfcure then- 
own images as often as, abandoning (he 
reniB to a luxuriant vivacity . of genius, they 
spiH not Aooptohmd meaning* tG> fy4fabj«a. 

Wp 'Would, Hore and there, find a place, 
even in-theftrongeft and moft animated of 
■am writes*, where, defpifing, perhaps (as in 
painting) the too trim and cold ftiffneft of 
jfaiifkmg, he has his defcriptions ftruck fiat, 
by a vordi as if fancy fell into the pally. 

Give me leave to explain, what I have 
ventured to fay, by an inftance * one of the 
laft that would be in danger of dtfcovery, 
from the confiding fagacity of your courteous 
and gentle perufers j bpt, which you 
will, yputfelf, i&e the •weight of, in a mo- 
ment. 

Whem 
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When fuch a ^writer as you, • fdr exam-* 
pie, took a resolution of defcribing the 
fwiftnefs of Camilla, under the 'mofl agile 
hyperbole of lightnefsj :dven to her.tread- 
ifcg upon corn-fialki,\ without towing them j 
nobody. ; can .doubt >; but your meaning,, in 
fuch a, defcription,. rauihhave been, that fhe 
Jkimm'd the .■fcarccftbjlch'd plaiii, the few 
tveryy-yet, when, on.the xontrary,' your 
<apreffion feys, that ihc fours it-rthat un- 
wary mif-ufeof one,word,<heefcs thejfpeed 
of your airy idea, and preftntsjto- the .fancy, 
a quite oppoute image of prejfure, attrition* 
and adherence, ; And thus, by admitting even 
afingle monofyllable, that concurs: not . in 
the general idea, you was fo warmly, con* 
veying. to the reader, it arrefts the Velocity 
you had in your view, with as fu re and as 
fudden effect, as. the leaden. death. -did your 
/arks in ihzforejl, when they fo beautifully 
left "their little lives, in air, to the .never- 
dying applaufe of the markfman who (hot 
them. 

You. may reply, (I mean, anybody, but 

you might reply) that, by the metaphorical 

femVof the word fcours, as applied, in this. 

place to Camilla, we ought to underftand 

nothing 
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nothing more, than her rafting violently 
over the furface: It is true.; but in that, 
very violence, you will have difcovere4 by 
this time, the disagreement between j'youff' 
intent and expreffion : Let us only imagine 
we fee her charging, at the. head of ' tier 
fquadrons, or purfuing the difarray of an- e*- r 
nemy ; and, in a moment, it becomes ele-i: 
gant to fay, iheJsfcourinj: tie plain-, becaufe - 
military rapidity, including ideas of inrfult 
and hoftilky, muft be fuppofed to lay leufie,- 
while it pafles j fo that what, in one cafe k 
is propriety, becomes but obflruSiion, in "the 
other, .being mif-applied to velocity, inde- 1 
pendent of force ; where it ought to have 
been (imply considered as fwiftnefs. A' wri- 
ter, of your rank, will never be capable of 
condemning fuch instances as thefe, under 
the thin plaufibility of their being trifling, 
and verbal remarks ; for, fince your only 
defign, in the place this is drawn from, was 
to inftruct, by an example, how to paint 
things in words -, fuch a word as defaces the 
very idea, you propofed to imprint, was an, 
error, in the actual foundation, and muft, in 
confequence, throw down the building. 
Befides, as the chief point here in view, was 
the Structure or found of your verfe, with, 
purpofe 
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prirpofc to niakc: it, In yovv ,owa .fine ex* 
jiceffioiji, aa . fffa to the fenfe; the rainuteft . 
ewflftvft of choice, in die wo^ &em$ to 
hi»^-been of double demand and peecffjty. 

Be fo good, therefore, to tett mt (aad 
tejiwc I aflt it fineerely, fiir tho fajte of in/ 
ftru&ion) whether I am rmftakon o| not, 
when I think you rather contented yooofelf 
with the general idea, than examined into* 
the coherence of particular parts, in one of 
the liyeUefl poetical pictures that ever wa& 
drawn; yet, additional whereto, I am un«' 
der an unlucky neceffity of fending you 
feme, ftill too. feint and imperfect new con 
lourtngs ; .becaufe, without taking that ex- 
traordinary liberty (Hableas.it ia, to the ap* 
pcarance of fomething the reverie of my 
modefter meaning), I know not, how to 
explain to you, within any reafonable com- 
pais of a letter, in what parts of the piece 
I was of opinion, fo much happier a hand 
as your own, mould have given it a more 
heightened refemblance, than that glowing 
one, you beftowed on it. 

Soft, breathes the whifp'ring verfe— if ze* 

phir plays : 
flows' the ftream fmooth? --ftill fmoother 

glide the lays, Where 
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Where high-fwoln furges fweep the found- 
ing more, 

Roll the rough verfe, hoarfe, like the tor- 
rent's rore : 

When Ajax ftrives fome rock's vaft weight 
to throw, 

The line too lab'ring, each dragg'd word 
moves flow. 

Livelier, the light Camilla Jkims the 
plain, 

Shoots o'er th* unbending corn, nor (bakes 
th' unconfcious grain. 

It would be offering an indignity to a tem- 
per and genius, like yours, to apprehend 
(from a freedom I had but only the private 
curiofity to ufe) any danger of being mifta- 
ken for coxcomb enough; to have thought 
of fo empty a vanity, as that of comparing 
my- numbers. - The Ample truth is, I amu- 
fed myfelf, at that time, for my own fatif- 
facTdon ; but I now recommend to your re- 
consideration, one of your mpft admired, 
great mafter-pieces of poetical harmony, 
with the honeft and friendly intention of 
convincing you, by an inftance, derived 
from yourfelf, that there appears flill too 
much room, for a more verbal exa<ftnefs of 
S propriety, 
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propriety, even in the works of our firft 
clafs of writers. 

I am afraid of growing tedious, if I 
fhoukl particularife all my reafons for ima- 
gining, you could have carried much farther, 
than you did, the above noble lifcenefs, be- 
tween your verfe and your images : Such as, 
that the word firein, in your firft line, re- 
quiring zjlretch'd and imprejfhe pronuncia- 
tion, fuits not the foftnefs of the epithet. — 
As'alfo, that, both in found and acceptation, 
there arifes, from your expreffion Blows, at 
the end of the verfe, a kind of ruffling air 
of windynefs, too difcompofing for the breath 
of a zephyr. • ■ 

Add to thefe, that as, in the fourth line, 
you feem to have defigned, in the firft four 
words, a gloomy picture of high billows, 
rifing, rolling, and {welling, while they are 
yet in their approach to theftrand, the fifth 
word (as it gives beginning to the cadence 
of that verfe) ought to have brought on a 
burfi, like the hoarfenefs of thofe billows in 
their breaking — The rufhing of a watery 
found—a kind of hollow, wafhy murmur* 
like the workings of a furfy tide, repulfed 
and 
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ttid ftruggling amongft pebbles. But, I 
hope, it may be enough, to acquit me of 
impertinence, if I only fay fomething more 
largely, concerning any one verfe of the 
eight ; for, while I fliall be bufy in fo do- 
ing, I am Aire, your apprehenfion will pre- 
clude, and run before my juftification, fo 
as to make needlefs either reafonings or 
apology. 

** The line too labours, — and the words 
move flow." 

I have wondered very often, how it 
happened to be poflible, to fo cultivated an 
ear as your own, not to diftinguim, in the 
iecond divifion of this verfe, ft certain decli- 
nation to improper qitickmjs, that runs down 
hill, too current, and unincumbered^ for the 
labour and refinance of the image. Accord- 
ing to my poof perception^ three words, at 
leaft, of the five (which, I am fure, you . 
muft have meant, mould move moil flowly, 
becaufe they convey both the ride and the 
example) dance away upon the tongue, with 
a tripping and lyrical lightnefs. And if 
foch, in reality, is the cafe, 'then, from a 
want of that unpliant repugnant*, that ckunt- 
dity, or bhntnefi of ftru£ure, which yoa 
S 2 thought, 
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thought, you had Efficiently given them, 
and which would have kept them ftubborn- 
ly diftinct and inflexible, they incorporate 
into a numerous fluidity, that exprefles not 
the idea in your precept. 

It being my intereft, to induce a beliefs 
that my Efay would have fomething worth 
reading, it was, at leaft, no bad policy, to be 
as bufy as I could with your writings j but 
you mult not expect, you . can furnifti me 
with many inftances of this kind. The 
afliftance you offered moft naturally, was 
on the contrary fide' of the profpeft : As 
foon as I have finifhed, and transcribed the 
Effay, I will fend it to Twittenbam, in ma- 
nufcript ; refolvmg it mail carry no example 
of yours to the pre/s, in ~a manner, againft 
•which you have any juft exception. 

I make the fame refolution concerning 
any thing I have faid -on your thoughts, 
.where I found the field larger a little ; tho" 
it tempted, me too far out of my way, from 
.conceptions, originally your own, to your 
remarJa upon the fentiments of others, and 
.■efpecially feme ofthofe in the Bathos; with 
which, however, upon reflection, I find no 
jneceflity;to trouble -the jfuktick. Nay, were 
- you 
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you to bid me expunge them, I mould do it, 
with very great pleafure •, for that would 
give me fome right to propofe your review- 
ing your cenfuresyourlelf; —a refolution, 
which I heartily wifh you would take, be- 
caufe a ferious and critical condemnation of 
particular perfons, by fuch popular writers, 
as you are, (fuppofing it, at the fame time, 
Jevere and unjujl) muft defcend to po/lerity, 
with one of thefe two bad confequences at- 
tending ifr: either it muft be taken for equi- 
table, upon the ftrength of the critic's repu- 
tation, to the dtfgrace of an innocent fufferer, 
which your heart is too boneft to aim at ; or, 
if the cenfure itfelf is exploded, and found 
to want ■weight, it muft transfer the reproach 
to the cenfurer ; who, in that cafe, receives 
his own injury. — So that it were really a 
pity, if in a treatife, abounding with trutb y 
Jire, and fatire, any thing mould be found, 
by impartial pofterity, lefs derived from 
your judgment, than paffion. But it is fo pro- 
bable, that I am, myfelf, in the wrong, at 
fuch times, when I chance to think you fo, 
that I will beg your own fentiments on what 
follows, before I truft mine with thtpublick. 

" None, but himfelf, can be his parallel." 

S3 The 
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The Bathos fays, of this line j with a keen 
and ironical cruelty, that it is profundity it- 
felf, and may feem borrowed from the 
thought of a jhtfQ,-man y who writ under 
the picture of his heart — This is the 
greateft elephant in the world, except himfelf. 

What a pity t when, from men, whofa 
opinions will be partially adhered to here- 
after, we are obliged to learn Jharpnefi^ in 
place of deliberation \ and prefer thejpark-* 
lings and appearance of wit, before penetra- 
fion and Jolidity m the judgment. Or, pray* 
did I fee wronp, when, in the place, whence 
you cited this line, I difcerned the moft ma- 
nifeft difference., between corporal magnitude, 
on one fide, and rational greatnefs, on the 
other? What relates to the elephant* \ 
could eafily find was ridiculous, becaufe it 
implied bodily diftin&ion of number, where 
the beaft was but one and the fame : But, 
how was. there any refemblance of that 
blunder, in diftinguHhing between a man 
and his virtues ? When we are told by the 
biftorians, that Alexander was unequal to 
bimfelfy what lefs muft we underftand, by 
this figure, than that his a&ions were un-> 
like, 
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like, or not parallels ? Why, but from effect 
of our rightly conceiving this duplicity of 
character, in onefingle perfon, do we detejl, 
in the murderer of Clitus, Pbihtas, and Ca- 
liftbenes, the fame individual great conquer- 
or, whom we can never be weary of admi- 
ring, in the tents of Darius, and Porus ? I 
believe, if you had not been angry, when 
you cenfured that line, in the double dtfirefs, 
you would have found in it, this delicate 
praife : — He was a man, than whom none 
had been greater ; nor who had ever been 
inferior to bimfelf: — His virtues were not 
only/ro»^*-they were fteady. 

There is another very bold declaration 
of your judgment, upon a thought, where, 
I believe, Mr. 'Theobald might expedt from 
your juflice, that, on fome future rehearing 
of the caufe, you will give fentence againft 
yburfelf, in- his favour. At leaft, I own, I 
could never apprehend, upon what fuppofi- 
tion of miftake, in exprejjion or figure, you 
came to introduce, among ridiculous images, 
what (to me) feems as natural*, reply, as 
ever was, or could poffibly be given, from 
a lover, in defence of his mljlrefs, againft a 
reproach, that her birth was beneath him. 

.... S 4 — « Th* 
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. " Th' obfcurenefs of her birth 

'! Cannot eclipfe the luftreof her Eyes, 
" Which make her All one light." 

When I firft read your note on this paf- 
fege, I found myfelf compelled into a fhort 
befitat'ton, by the regard, that was due to 
■ your judgment -, but I immediately acquitted 
the' thought, as not only a juji> but a lively 
one ; and the expreffion, as one of the moft 
proper and pajionate I had ever met with. 
And, to this day, I can underiland it in no 
fenfe butone~Why talk'ft thou to me of her 
birth f — How can defe&s in her fortune be 
feen through fuch dazzling excels in her 
beauty ? 

Let fuch ram unweighed cenfures, as 
thefe, ftand (in other men's works) as a 
juftification of your own exclamations . a- 
gainft malicious and ungenerous criticifoi*— 
But let it never be told to pofterity, that 
there were fuchjpots in the fun of our poe- 
try ; neither believe, I felect thefe two paf- 
fages, out of any particular tendernefs. for 
their author. I have not, for many years, 
either feen or correfponded with Mr. Theo- 
bald ■, they arofe to my eye, by mere acci- 
2 dent, 
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dent, as 1 was looking for a fliort hint, that 
might give you fome notion of my plan, 
under each of the heads, which it treats of; 
and I fend them you, from yourfelf, becaufe 
it will be a real delight to me, and, by no 
means, a difappointment at all, to be better 
inftructed, if I am wrong in my judgment; 
and, that you may be fare I am telling you 
truth, without affectation, falfe modefty, or 
compliment, I will, after you have feen and 
examined the whole EfTay, leave out every 
thing, that relates to yourfelf , which I but 
obferve to have been crofted by your pencil : 
For 1 fliall then think my notes of molt 
confequence, when they are before you, un- 
der private infpection ; and especially, could 
they incline you to a review of. fome of the 
leafl weighed, and moftjharp. of your cenfures. 
— Nay, if I know you right, you will ra- 
ther thank than condemn me, for adding, 
that I look on you as under an obligation of 
moral neceffity, to. do this chrijlian and gene- 
rous duty ; left, where a writer of your 
high rank in wit, has,. through hafte, been 
deceived in his judgment, his mi/lake mould 
run down, and be multiplied among ten 
thoufand implicit reporters. 

I HAVE 



is, Google 



266 Original Letters. 

I have written you a letter, that I now 
find, too late, to be grown into an unmerci- 
ful long one ; yet, if it were not for fhame, 
could go on to write much more, and on 
many agreeabler fubjecls, find a great deal 
to fay. of yourfelf, concerning whom, when 
upon any, I fpeak more than enough, you 
fhould forgive me an excefs, you have 
tempted me into. If I was hearing you 
talk, I could be pleafed with your fubje&s ; 
but, 'till I find one for my ufe, which I can 
dwell on, with more fatisfa&ion, you mull 
learn to give place to yourfelf, in civility to, 



Tour tmfi affeSionate, 
jtoid faithful Servant j 

A. Hill. 



To 
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To Mr. R n. 

May 29, 1738. 
Dear Sir. 

1 Return you the two volumes of Mil- 
ton's profe writings, without having been 
able to break .through them s tho' I ilrug- 
gled (with a ten times repeated reiblution) 
to make way againft the points and the 
hardnefles, which have made him impreg- 
nable to my patience. 

What a prodigious enthufiafm has po- 
etry ! that can lift a man out of himfelf ! -*■ 
Who could dream of the Paradife ,Loft, a- 
mong the dry and coarfe profe of its author ? 
What a rapture and greatnefs in the Poem \ 
What a meannefs and malice, in the difcour- 
fes ! There was never any thing fo like Mil- 
ton, as the Devil, he defcribes in his poetry / 
poflefling the ftrength and harmony of 
haven, with a mil that carried hell in its 
purpofes ! 

I am not able topardon, much lefs am I 
capable of admiring him. I am fhock'd, in 
every page, by a fucceflion of the moil viru- 
lent 
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lent fanaticifms. I find him a hater of power, 
only becaufe born under a neceffity of obey- 
ing it. — What a difference between Har- 
rington and him ! one, regarding found prin- 
ciples, overlooked but the jeafon y and the 
fubjecT:, he would have worked on, impro- 
perly j whereas the other had no ground, no 
foundation for natural liberty ; but indul- 
ging a licentious independency on religion, 
on manners, or policy, was for pulling down 
authority, 'till it came to bis level ; that his 
anger might have nothing to fear, nor his 
pride, a fuperior to flatter. 

Add to all, that his flyle is intolerable : 
He is affected, fuperficial, and crabbed: 
There is a malignance of nature in his 
thoughts, and a depravity of manners, in his 
expreffions j in Ihort, he is felfilh, arrogant, 
and revengeful ; — conceited, fophiftical, 
and odious. 

How much kinder had it been, in Mr. 
Toland, and our late reverend editor, to have 
permitted him to fleep on, in his dull ! — 
They have gathered his fragments together, 
like the limbs of fome {inner, at the refur- 
re&ion, which are only reftored to be 
damn'dy 
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damn' J, and might have been fafe, if they 
could have enjoyed their obfcurity. 

I am neverthelefs obliged to you, how- 
ever, for fending me the book j and muft 
fay of it, as the blackamore did to the midwife, 
when fhe mewed him his wife's new-born 
boy — " It came out of a place, that I love, 
and, if it was not fo ugly, I could kifs it." 

Would to God, you had half as much 
health, as Milton had malice I — If I knew a 
better wifli, you mould have it, from, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moft affeSiionate, 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



To 
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To Lord Bolingbroke. 

June 2$, 1738. 
My Lord, 

NO W and then, at the diftance, per- 
haps, of an age or two, there appear 
men, for the honour of their country, whofe 
claims are fo ftrong, to the admiration of 
pofterity, that no writer, known to have 
been born their cotemporary, can efcape 
ifome diftruft of his own tafte or $>irit, if he 
has not applauded theirs publickly. 

Except under impreffions like thefe, 
what have poets to do with the powerful ? 
Whatever zeal I may have for their wor- 
fliip, it is what very few great men have 
found troublefome ; and it affords peace to 
my confeience, that I mall fo feldom, among 
the catalogue of my fins, be found charge- 
able with that of modern dedication. What 
a fhameful idolatry is that, which hath be- 
pagan'd the apoftate fons of the Mufes I 
degenerate worfhippers, not in the groves, I 
confefs,but, in far lefs inviting High Pla- 
ces ! Bowers of the knee before Baals, of 
the fame lumpifh quality with the Calf, in 
the 
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the wildernefs, and composed of the feme 
damning metal ! 

Yet^ how juftly foever I have been 
fcandalized at thefe abominations of us poe- 
tical heathens, I have felt a check in my 
fpirit, for neglecting the primitive •worjhip.— 
While we deleft fuperftition y we mould avoid 
irreligion, nor fall off from the God, who 
condescended to appear to our Fore-fa- 
thers. Wherever real greatnefs mines 
out with moft jorce, it mould attract with 
moft manifeft influence : and fo, indeed, 
thank Heaven ! it will : For if, now and 
then, it i'ecms othcrwife, for a feafon, it is 
the effect of a temporary fcreen; an un- 
wholefome intervention of fog, which 
fleams, perhaps, from Come/en of Corrup- 
tion. — It may endanger the plague, it is true, 
while it obftructs, ftinks and putrifies : But, 
difperfing, at laft, it brings benefit, quicken- ' 
ing our relifli for returns of loft fun-mine, 
and giving back our health, with fine 
weather. 

But, when I would convey to another age 

my fentiments on the character, I find moft 

amiable in this, to whaj aflame am I adding a 

fparklel 
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fyarkle ! The fpirit of a BoUngbroke muft: 
affert its own luftre j it difdains, or difgraces, 
an auxiliary ; a poor dull gloworm make- 
weight may be willing enough to burn out 
in its fervice, but it can have no chance of 
becoming difcernable ! 

Nor was it eafy, under influence of a tafte 
like the prefent, for a dedicator , whofe weight 
is not found in his name, to feled any fubject, 
capable of elevation, to merit your patro- 
nage, and the ear ofpofterity, that could be 
intitled to probability of becoming current 
enough, not to defame your acceptance. 

Yet, there occurred one, at Iaft, that, 
without wanting dignity to attract your re- 
gard, carried pfofpect, at the fame time, of 
a public fuccefs, from the claim it lays to 
of political mifchiefs. With refpect, indeed, 
to the vindication, it profefles, of Cafar, it is 
furprizlng, there could be a people upon 
earth, among whom it became neceffary to 
defend fuch a character. I have only this 
reflection, by way of attonement, that, were 
we to fuppofe fuch a fpirit, as Ctejar's, ever 
at all looking down upon a people, fo blind, 
or fo partial, it muft be with an eye of for- 
givenefs 
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givenejs and reverence j if for no other re- 
collection, in their favour, yet, as they have, 
now and then, had their St Johns among 
them. 

But, I am afraidj my Lord, you have 
other pretentions, befides yourfupiemacy of 
genius, to the right of protecting a C-rfar. 
The world will confider it as an obligation, 
no lefs due from youij ujlice, than adapted to 
your Jkill and authority. They remember 
you lending the antdgmifi of Cafar an affif- 
tance, that calls aloud for reparation. And, 
if the Cato of our climate deferved and 
grew great, . by your fupport, from but an 
equal attachment to liberty — fairer much 
ftands the claim of his conqueror, in whom 
the fame ro6t of virtue threw out branches, 
of fuch accomplished urbanity. 

Though I know, that, next to the dull, 
the digrejjfoe are your Lordfhip's averfion ; 
yet, fo powerful are our natural propensities, 
to be dwelling upon objects, which pleafe us, 
that I find it a difficulty to draw off my eye 
from a ftrongly delicate little incident, in the 
fteerage of turbulent purpofe. What I con- 
fider in.it, withmoft pleafureand wonder, 
T is, 
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is, the impulfe men are propelled with, by 
tiature, to demonftrate their diftin&ions of 
genius! no occafion fo great, or. fo public, 
into which a nibbling ftate reptile will not 
creep, to contraB its dimenfions. None fo 
trivial, minute, and particular, but can be 
extended, by the guardians of government, 
'till they become wide enough to take in 
great ufes. 

For it was not only a feafonable, it was an 
important vivacity of fore-caft, whereby that 
theatrical plot of a party was Co gayly, and fo 
foon difappointed ! and their poetical pa- 
triot p;efjed into the fervice of an adizunrftra- 
tion, again/} whok views, and whofe inte* 
reft, all the fpleen of malevolent wit had 
been fharpening the edge of hhfatire. 

Such is the difference, between ftatefman 
and ftatefman ! one is involved by events* 
and fuccumbs to,, and fubiifts by expedients - r 
the other makes, ©r adapts his occaiipns, and 
forefees and conftrains then- fuccefles. — 
There are, who can apprehend no impor- 
tance at all, in the political ufe of theatre. 
There have been, who could attract its felt 
force to their ends, and divert all its gall on 
their 



,y GOOglC 



Original Letters. 275 
tneir enemies. Every porter in politics, can 
padlock the doer againftyizftW, and teach. 
power to keep all wit at a diftancc. How 
much rarer is that manly adroitnefi, which 
can difcern, intercept, and convert it, by ft 
direSiion, the reverfe of its tendency 1 

But, returning from a temptation, where- 
by, even the loweftofyourLordfhip's great 
qualities have a power to draw men afide in- 
to undeJigned and unfeafonable rapture, I 
proceed to a fecond reflection, that limited 
me, in the choice of a patron^ with refpe£t 
to this particular Tragedy. 

I doubt, whether a regard to the truth of 
its moral, could ftrike any other great orna- 
ment of the prefent age, to fuch advantage 
of the future, as you t my Lord, can beftow 
on pofterity. For, to what infinite lengths 
of advancement might not the interefts of 
learning and genius be extended, by a fpirit* 
Which, among the obliquities and confine- 
ments of politics, could, and did, at the fame 
time, out-mme all mankind, in humanity, 
tvit,tafie, and politenefs ! had it only pleafed 
heaven, for the general delight of our fpe- 
cies, to difengage fuch a fpirit into latitude, 
by furrounding it with letfure from greatnejs. 
Ta And 



,v Google 



276 Original Letters. 

And, yet, that the mod dazzling and 
fuccefsful purfuits of ambition never ferved 
to any happier end, than to lay wafte, and 
make wretched all the wit, and the learning, 
and wiftlom— all the courage, and patience, 
and honefty — all the grandeur, and god- 
like benevolence of the nobleft mafter-fpi- 
rits of the world—is a reflection, no example 
below Ca/ar's, could have a right to imprefs 
on a Bolingbroke -, becaufe, if in the object 
propofed as a proof, there had appeared a too 
vifible inferiority, the difappointment would 
have feemed to arife, not fo much from in- 
herent deception, the refult of the paffion 
itfelf, as from that perfonal inequality to the 
purfuit, which might then have been charg- 
ed on the purfuer. 

Long — very long — and unenvxed may 
the titular limber of greatnefs, common people 
of ill-.named diJlinBion, crowd the mining 
■approaches to mifery ! — Let the naturally 
noble and fplendid, lend their light, and 
their warmth to the publick, 

I can think of no accident in govern- 
ment, whence more benefit is derived on 
mankind, than from the difgufts or refent- 
■ ed 
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cd ingratitude, which fet free fuch fine 
minds, as your Lordfhip's, from the embar- 
rafTmcnt of court-mazes and politics. So 
fall back, from a heat too remifs to detain 
weighty fluids, thofe falubrious and cherish- 
ing rains, to which, earth owes her health, 
and fertility ! 

Would to God, all the qualities of a 
great and a celebrated Roman> who, in this 
place, rifes into my memory, were as equal 
to the comparifon, I would honour his name 
by, as were his eloquence, love of learning, 
and delight in the good of his country ! — I 
could then have remarked, without pain, 
under fenfe of the wrong, I am doing an 
Englijhman, that, had not Cicero been ma- 
lignantly dreaded at Rome, he had never 
fpread himfelf abroad upon the univerfe, in- 
to thofe beft lights of himfelf, that illuftrate 
the fame of his character. — And, if I were 
not now fpeaking to the only good man in 
the world, who could poffibly be difpleafed 
with the compliment, I would name a fu~ 
Perhr to irrefolute Cicero ! — {elf-exiled to 
the reproach of his country ! who will 
teach better times than he lives in, by the 
force of a. pen never equall'd,. truths, which 
his tongue (all refiftlcfs, and lov'd, as it is) 
T 3 could 
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could neither have propagated, with fuel* 
lafting effect, nor promulged to fuch bound-r 
lefs extenfion, 

As for my own fenie of things, who de- 
light to turn foon from the melancholy fide 
of a profpeet, I confider the abfence of fuch 
ill-underftood great patriots, rather as a glo-? 
ry, than difgrace, to their country. For, 
having long feen too plainly, that we are 
permittedtomakeno more than zjeji of old 
martial pretenfions to conquejl, in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, I am, therefore, ftruck 
with a fecret delight, while fuch a fovereign 
Engtijb fpirit, as your Lordftiip's, refiding in 
the midft of that powerful people, keeps up 
one claim, at leaft, tojufiertority, which they 
cannot fail, in your right, to acknowledge, 
though they would laugh, with more reafon/ 
than we do, at fuch a claim from our owq 
fide of the water. 

It is fa natural a transition, from the 
country, that is honoured with your refi- 
dence, to its men of genius, who have been 
proud of your notice, that I take this to be 
the propereft place, wherein to acknow- 
ledge my motives for disapproving the Cm- 
sar of M- de Voltaire, notwithstanding the 
reluctance 
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reluctance of a well-known partiality, for 
his writings. Yet, I difapprove with that 
doubt, which it due from one writer, who 
judges another, 'till . your Lordfhip, (I 
dare fay, on both fides, the moft unexcep- 
tionable mediator in Europe) {hall have been 
fo good to decide it cpnclufively. 

If, after allowing all the force, and the 
fpirit of this celebrated French genius, I, ne- 
verthelefc, lay claim to the liberty of reafon, 
and diflike, and difpute, without licence, 'tis 
becaufe no apology, methinks, fhould be 
neceffary for freedoms, which have truth 
for their motive ; nor can diftafte, and much 
iefs animofity, be derived without narrow- 
nefs, from any difference in opinion or 
judgment. The relation between men (as 
mere men) feems a nobler inducement to 
aflociate their regards and affections, than 
the accidents of cuftom and country. But 
larger ftill, and more general by far, are the 
tyes, that bind -writer to writer. The com- 
mon wealth of letters expands its naturaliza- 
tion by no narrower a bound than the 
•world j and whoever is born but to think, is a 
citizen of that fpreading republic. 

T 4 Yet, 
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Yet, when the honour of families is at 
ftake, it becomes the duty of brothers to 
fupport againft brothers, the common caufe 
of paternal attachment. — The writer, then, 
in difpute, will be toojuft to conceive him- 
felf injured, if I defert him, in behalf of my 
country. Indeed, I cannot, fo much as by 
Jlknce, admit the bad reafon, which, in his 
preface to The Death of Cafar, he has given 
his own countrymen, for writing that piece, 
which was (he fays) that they might have 
a perfect idea of the tafie oftbeEngUJh in 
tragedy. 

Not to proteft in repulfe of this charge, 
would be, tq acquiefce under Imputations of 
brutality. For, what lefsihare of infehfibi- 
tity to all that ia manly, or tender, can con- 
sent to miftake, as an example of national 
•virtue, an inhuman, and bloody Entbufiaft ; 
who, having plotted to aflaffinate his bene- 
factor, unde.r fufpjcion or appearance of ty- 
ranny, perfifts in and executes the murder, 
even after difcovering, that it is upon the 
perfon of \i\% father f 

I appeal, out of England, to the beft 

judge of England,, whether this would be 

fuffer'd 
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fuffer'd on our ftage ? whether a nation, 
fo vain of its claims to humanity, as not 
to have laugh'd at fome writers of its own, 
when they aflerted, with a ferious face, that 
goodnature wasfo entirely an Englijh pecu- 
liarity, that there wanted even a name for 
the virtue, in every language of Europe 
but ours ! whether, my Lord, a people, Co 
rapacioufly fond of a quality, that but en- 
dears and embellifhes duty, could fupport 
without horror and hatred a fcene, that 
makes war upon nature! violating the 
groundwork, the fundamental obligation of 
being, in behalf of a collateral virtue ! 

Presuming, on the right of an Englifh- 
tnan, that our judge has declar'd in our fa-- 
vour, I go on, to except againft another 
too hafty conelufion, that feems to have 
milled M. de Foltaire, to rejeft women cha- 

raBerSy in liis Tragedy 1 don't know, 

how he came off, from this charge, among 
thofe, who had raoft caufe to be angry.: 
But, if I am not miftaken in the fpirit 
and fire he was born among, the ladies 
of France found it hard, to forgive his un~ 
mindfulnefs, how often their fex had been 
foremoft, in both the glory, and difgrace 
of his country. I am 
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I am afraid, indeed, it will be urg'd, in 
his favour that he had none of his country- 
women, in view ; for methinks, the motive 
to this adventurous, and^more thznja/ic ex- 
clufion, fquints a little toward England, in 
the critical condemnation, he has beftowM 
upon the Manias, and Luciat, in our Tra- 
gedies : I remember, where he has told 
all the world, that he hates fuch irtftpid 
danglers in fafjion : And many Englijbmen, 
perhaps, would fubferibe to his opinion, 
if it were to be underftood but with this 
neceffary restriction, that the levity of an 
amorous gallantry is inconfiftently mixt 
with diftreffes, like the death of a Cato or 
Cafar ■„ but Rome could, furely ! have fur- 
niih'd him with fpirits, of a feverer, and 
more aweful impreffion : She had her 
Cornelius and Portias at his fervice : Souls ! 
of a compafs, and turn, that can juftify 
the pretenfion of ladies, to far other fhares, 
than are commonly allotted them, in the 
conduct: of Tragedy : To parts more pro- 
portioned to their worth, than their weak- 
wfii parts which, taking ftrength into 
tendernefs, from the fex's capacity, not of 
Pleafing alone—but correcting, impelling, re- 
ftrainiDg, 
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{training, confounding, endangering, might 
produce ,guide, and animate the moft paffi- 
onate dramatic perplexities, from a clafli- 
ing difplay, not of feminine follies but vir- 
tues, applied to their oppofite interefts, 
I am fo fully perfwaded of the eafe, with 
which this might be done, that I don't know 
whether your Lordfliip will not find the 
two characters, moft immediately neceffary 
to the cataftrophe of the model before you, 
in the wives of the two pincipal perfons. 

However, provok'd into this unwilling 
neceffity, of afferting an Enghjhman's relifli 
jn Tragedy, upon a plan, the reverfe of 
what France has been taught to conceive it, 
I have retain'd that fine incident, of the 
amour between C&far and Servilia ; fond 
indeed of every thing, which I would de- 
rive from M. de Voltaire, with equal room 
to preferve, and be pleas'd with : But, I 
am forry I found it impoffible, to pity ei- 
ther his Brutus, or his Cafar. The one 
upon every new reading, always mocking 
me, ftill more than before, with a detefta- 
' tion of his inhuman ferofity : and the other 
jn purfuit of an imperious, and arrogant 
fuperiority, feeming to forget his own true 
motives, and chara&er, fo far, as to give 
up 
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up the fenfe, and foundation of a conduit 
(die boaft of antiquity ! and brighteft ex- 
ample of nature! ) to the miflakes of his 
modern accufersj men of inflexible, unar- 
guing prejudice: who, having accuftom'd 
themfelves to think Ctefar a tyrant, facri- 
fice reafon and fails, to opinion ; and con- 
demn the great martyr of popular liberty, 
as one, who was for trampling on the rights 
of his country. The injuftice of this lazy 
conceffion in writers, and the original 
caufe, the miftake appears owing to (from 
influence of the Senate's usurpation at 
Rome) Qiewn in as obvious a light as, at 
this diftance of time, I was able to throw 
on the fubject — I wifli may have had 
ftrength enough to travel fo far, as to the 
honour of your Lordfhip's notice, in a 
• late enquiry into the merit of Assassina- 
tion, with a view to the charaBer of Cae- 
sar, and his dejigm on the Roman republic. 

Thus, my Lord, like a penitent fin- 
ner, unwitting to depart with a load on 
his conference, I, who, in one fenfe, am 
bidding farewel to the world, having ta- 
ken my leave of its hopes and its flatte- 
ries, now, diuSurthen my heart of a duty, 
which has long lain upon it with preflure. 
2 After 
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After that, I make hafte to my exit; 
for if I were flail to write on, till I had 
confefs'd all the pleafures, I feel, when 
1 think of your Lordihip, patience ought, 
in your defence, to change place with be- 
nevoUnce, and become the moll adtive of 
your virtues. 

But, it is fovain to talk much on trite 
fubjedts, that, inftead of enumerating your 
fo hardly to be counted great qualities, all 
the eafier ambition I now have in view, is 
but to avoid the imputation, hereafter, of 
one, who lived at the fame time, Unknowing 
them. So that, (I am afraid it is too much 
for my own fake) I declare to pofterity, that 
there was no man, with more refpedt and 
devotion, attached to Lord Bolingbr.oke t 
than his 

Mofi bumble. 

And mofi obedient Servant; 

A. Hill. 
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To Lord Bolingbroke. 

7*fy %t> 173*' 

My LorDj 

IF, to be pleafed, where we did not ex* 
pe£t it, is to be glad, in a double degree, 
what right have I now to rejoice, in behalf 
of rny country ! agreeably furprized as I 
am, that fhe has again her good genius within 
her j at a time when one would have 
thought her abandoned by every kind pow- 
er, both of this world and a better 1 Nay, 
if preferring the peace of poor England to 
your Lordfhip's, I fhould even wifh you re- 
doom 'd to her helm, the time prefent Hands 
in fuch vifible want of you there, that the 
wifh would deferve pardon from ages to 
come. It might deprive them, 'tis true, of 
the benefit of reading your thoughts ; but 
it would tranfmit all their weight, in your 
actions. 

Ybt, I fay this, but as a lover of my 
country : — As a lover of your Lordjhip, 1 
ought to wim otherwhe : — - Why fhould 
fouls, of fuch internal activity as yours, in bo* 
dies fo accomplished and elegant, fink thd 
pleafantcf 
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pleafanter cares, you arc able to create for 
yourfelvcR, in your hopelefs concern for the 
public; what pfy/ician, who.prefcribes for his 
feme, will take pains for a hji conftitiition, 
which he knows is too crazy to fupport it* 
decays — yet too Jiubborn % to admit of a re- 
medy? 

The very infmuation, however, of fuch a 
misfortune befalling your virtues, was the 
fevereft reprifel, I could think of, in re- 
renge of my Gajar j whom, fince you will 
not allow to have been, more than half-way, 
a patriot, it were an equitable, though a 
terrible recompence, to wi£h you the re- 
pairer of a ftate, more corrupt and ungrate- 
ful, than the Roman. 

In the mean time, what acknowledg- 
ments are not due, from the author of the 
Tragedy of this Carfar, to a condefcention, 
mat could 1 induce you to confefs yourfelf 
fatisfied with his conduB of a piece, which 
you make him apprehenfive, he has plann'd 
on a miftaken foundation I — I amire you, 
my Lord, with the Sneered Simplicity, that 
he had rather enjoy your regard, as a balance 
for negled from the public, than pcffefs the 
profitable 
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profitable bad confequences of pleating, 
where, to endeavour to pleafe, is fo fashiona- 
ble s if he muft deferye, at the fame time, 
your fcorn — ■ or, what you would be apter 
tq give him — your pity. 

See, how eafy it will be, to encourage 
me into that familiar remiffnefs of ftyle, 
which you fo nobly invite and approve of. 
It is what all men (not fpoiled by their po- 
etry) naturally love, and too readily pradtbe. 
Though there are occasions, ■ when to claim 
fuch a privilege, would be to .forfeit their 
right of enjoying it. You mufti for exam- 
ple, allow me to confider it as one thing, to 
have the honour of entertaining you alone— 
and another— in face of the public. And, 
becaufe I would appeal to unqueftioned ex- 
perience, for the neceffity of this natural 
diftinction ; let me. venture to imagine, I 
had been peeping in upon fome of the fofteft 
of Lord Bolingbroke's moments. : I will carry 
the fuppofition fo far, as to his affignation 
with fome poflTeffor of his heart. In fuch a 
well-improved happy minute, how enga- 
gingly has he fprung out oiriferve, to be- 
come pleafingly and irrefiftibly prefuming, 
■ But Fancy, (for it delights in his company) 
has 
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has now found him, again, the next day, 
near the fame kind indulger of his intimacy, 
gravely furrounded by a formal ajj'cmbly. 
Nowi how changed, and how guarded, 
his canduft ! — What a reverence to the cha- 
racter he honours ! ~ How rcftrained, how 
corrected, his looks ! and his addrej's how re- 
fpectful and diftant ! 

I have drawn a little picture, which you 
will know, and confefs to be like ; Let it 
give you a writer's good reafon, why he 
ufes two different ftyles, when the world is 
to witnefs what he fays of the character, he 
hues 1 and when 'only that character is his 
object.' Shall I offer your Lordfliip a trea- 
ty? {we live in fuch negotiating days, that 
importance need be no part of its motive) 
Let this divifional contract between us fup- 
port, and encourage a correfpondence, which 
one of the party, at leaft, will be furc to be 
the better for—that, in confideration of the 
familiar, to be furniihed on the part of Lord 
B — ke, the refpeBjul (hall be duly con- 
tributed, by his 

Mofi obliged, and 

Obedient Servant, 

U A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

B , „ W3'. 1738- 

IT was yefterday, before I had the plea- 
fure of receiving your kind and obliging 

letter; together with Lord B iSs v 

(for which I have fent him my thanks in 
the inclofed). The coach brought your 
packet, a week pall, from London : But I 
had made a little ftart, from my difagreeable 
fituation in the fkirt of a country town, with 
a view to refolve on a fitter, where I muft 
content myfelf, for fome time, with forty- 
feven miles diftance from e tvnckenbam > 'till,. 
like the flory they tell of a beafi not worth 
naming, I have made myfelf lighter, as a 
means to be fafer ; that is (in plain Englifb) 
'till I have fold the beft part of a too little 
fortune — very falfey fo called, while it could 
not procure eofe to its owner. As foon as 
this hard talk is over, I fhall be able, with 
the greateft delight, to aflure you, in your 
own beautiful garden, what an impreffioa 
you have made on me, by your goodnefs.* 

Never was I more pleas'd and furpriz'd, 

than at hearing you had Lord B- - ke at 

Twickenham : 
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Iwckenbam : I mean, that you had him* 
ybttr gueft there, in per/on-, fori knew his 
idea dwelt With you. Yet, I fear, he is a 
Meffing we ate to hold, as we do fummer-,— 
joft to foel, and owe fruit to— and lofe him.. 
France is glad to draw ftrengtb from her 
neighbours ; and will take pains to out- 
charm a dull climate, where flie would' 
leave as Hrde JpirH as poffible. 

As to the Tragedy, you return me, of 
Geefar, you will not ealily imagine, how glad 
I an*, you were pleafed with it ; and how 
ftindh more fo, that you tell it me, with 
fuch a warmth of good-will: and generofity. 
But I am fttll further, if poffible, obliged, 
by youf judicious and elegant corrections, 
M#te<£ to me in fuch a number of places. 
Nor have I enough of true proteftant zeal, to 
lofe any one of your bleffing's, becaufe (like 
a Pap$ as you are) you have given them 
me with the^g-« of the Crofs. — No ~I re- 
member the effecT: of that fign, in the ban- 
ner of Conjiantine, and I reverence it, as a to- 
ken of victory. As for that low fcene of 
Pteieians, in the laft adt, I will flrike it 
quit* out 'Tis the beft way of mending a 
fault, which was committed without ufe, cr 
U % temptatian. 
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temptation. What a deal of dumb magic 
may be lodged in the path of a pencil! 
Jours, like its fable reprefentative on the 
face of a Ami, fays nothing ; and yet points 
,put, and meafures, and regulates, with the 
utmoft exaclnefs, as it panes ! fo falutary, 
and fo neceffary is the eye of a friend ! How. 
many improprieties might your reprehenfion 
have taught me to recJt/yl How many ob- 
fciirtties to clear up and enlighten ! And, 
laftly, how many of the ambitiofa ornamenta 
(a poet's raoft dangerous, becaufe moft flat- 
tering favourites) might not fuch wholefome 
black Hues, of our Horace, have given me 
resolution to cut off, without mercy ! 

And fo much fof this Tragedy— except 
that, as I defign it for the (lage, this next 
winter, it would be infinitely kind in you 
(while I am a hermit on the back fide of 
ParnaJJ'us) to fpeak what you think, where 
it properly offers, for its fervice, as well be- 
fore the acting feafon, as in it. 

Though I talk of the back fide of Par- 

fafus, I fometimes fee company here, you 

would hardly exped, from the profpedt ; 

for where, but at an old fafhioned country 

gentleman's, 
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gentleman's, who lives in a hole at the foot 
of a hill, and a wood, like the cave of fome 
captain of Banditti, mould I meet the other 
day, with Part the fecond of One thufand x 
feven hundred, thirty eight. 

Stor'd with beauties, as every thing muft 
be, that you write, for the public, mall I 
dare to confefs, that I did not ufe to confidef 
your works, of this vein, as thofe, from 
which you were fureft of the love and ad- 
miration of p>ofterity 3 but I find, in this, fa- 
tire, fomething inexpreffibly daring, and ge- 
nerous. It carries the acrimony of Juvenal, 
witli the Horatian air of eafe and ferenity. 
It reaches height s the moft elevated, without 
feeming to defign any foaring. It is raifed 
and familiar at once. It oppofes juft praife 
to juft cenjure, and, thereby, doubles the 
fower of either. It places the Poet in a light, 
for which nature and reafon defigned him j 
tfnd attones all the pitiful fins of the trade t 
for, to a trade, and a vile one, poetry is irre- 
coverably funk, in this kingdom. What a 
phy, that our rottennefs begins at the core ! 
and is a corruption, not of perfons alone, but 
of things ! One would, elfe, ftrongly hope, 
from a ridicule fo fliarp, and fo morally 
U 3 pointed. 
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pointed} that wjcfeed men mig^t be Igughoi 
into fome,thipg, lifee penitence. BuVaJasJ 
they are only bit by Tarantula' 's> who cm be 
cured by the power of niufic%. r -Not even the 
harp of Apollo had a charm to expel v^-j, 
that have crept into the entrails. 

Go on, however, to make our, with a 
courage, that reproaches a nation': •, and live, 
/would you could) juflt as long as '(ill the 
virtues, your fpirit would propagate, bcr 
come as general, as the cfteem of ypor ge> 
jiius ! — I am, wjth great obligation an4 
truth, 

$ir t 

Tour mofi obedient , 

Asd mofi affectionate Servant, 
A. Hill. 
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S» Mr. Pope. 

sfypj/l.tfy 1738. 
Dear Sir, 

I A M fcnfibly touch'd, by the kindnefs 
of your Jaftj and forry at my heart, 
that I am unable to bring you my thanks 
for it, to Twckenbam. It would have been 
a delight, of the warmeft, and moft defi- 
rable kind, to have feerj my Lord, there, 
before he left England. But, (accuftomM 
to difappointment, and ill fortune) I am 
encumber'd with difficulties, which retard 
all my views ; nor dare I determine how 
toon I can hope to be eafier. Since 1 
mud not, therefore, be fo happy, as your 
truly great friend has the goodnefs to with ■ 
me, only tell him, in my name, that he 
has a faithful fervant, unknown, who al- 
ways lov'd him from motives, which he 
deferves : and defires to be lov'd, from 
one, who has long weigh'd his fpirit, and 
reflected on, and meafur'd his e&ions. One 
who, lefs for my Lord's fake, than his 
country's, laments to obferve it adminifter'd 
into a neceffity of J earing his virtues. I 
cannot forbear to add, that I wifli 
him great length of days ; yet, am afraid, 
U 4 I include 
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I include great unhappinefs in the wiflij 
fince he will never be able to lee, and hear, 
without mifery, the deflation of a country, 
he was born for ! 

I ought to be afham'd, after, thinking 
and fpeaking of Lord Br-r-ke., to defcend 
to fuch a theme, as ; my Tragedy : But 
you have, both, been, its' friends, and be* 
nefadtors, and it would be doing injuftice. 
to your good nature, if I forbore to inform 
you, that from a wholefome . feyerity, 
which I was inflam'd into againft myfelf, 
under influence of your laving black 
Croffcs, I have eifac'd, chang'd, andbeigh- 
ten'd it, (in two hundred places, and 
-more) till, if now it fails on acting, to 
meet with a reception, a little extraordi- 
nary, I mail be mortify'd into a convic- 
tion, that it is time for me to have done 
writing ! 

I was about to have it fent you, again ; 
.that you might have feen the good effects 
of your cenfure : But, when I remem- 
ber'd you had read it Jour times, I found 
( not enough of the Poet, within me, to pre- 
sume the unconscionable Jiftb^ from an 
attention, 



,v Google 



OaipiNAL L-ETTgRs. . 397 
attention, that can be employ 'd fo much 
better. 

God knows, when the feafon comes 
on, how far 1 may be mafter of opportu- 
nity, to attend it in its way to the Theatre, 
(where the managers are for Farce, and 
not Tragedy.) In the interim, I fhall ap- 
ply moft of my leifure, to the finishing', 
and tranferibing my Effay, that it may : be 
legible, and come and beg your perufal : 
To whom fending every good wifli, in 
my ilead, I remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofi obliged 

And affectionate Servant, 

A. Hill. 



r$ 



w Google 



jgS Original Letters 

to Mr. Pope. 

SIR, 

YOU haw obUg*4 ftw. desr.Sjr, (in 
a manner tha* can never be forgot) 
by tiwtfincerc, and kind iejrfp, youeKprgfs, 
of the difficulties, which encumber my af- 
fairs.. Put, I affure you, weco t&ey greater, 
And more than they are, J mould rather 
enjoy > than lament 'eq, while tfeey pror 
our'd me the diftinction of a generous wifli, 
from fuch minds as your own and Lord 
Bo/tngbroke's 

Another way, too, you are, both of 
you, infinitely good : For you encourage 
me to the repetition of a trouble, I. mould 
never have had confidence, to think par- 
donable. After fo many times reading 
the Tragedy, to be defirous of going over 
it again, is an honour, which, if it is found 
to deferve, it mull be by improvements,, 
deriv'd from your pencils. I am really 
at a lofs, how to thank you enough, for 
thofe marksj both of your judgment, and 
kindneie, and you will fee, how fincere 1 
have 
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have been, in this fentiment, from its 'jtffe£t 
on the pages, I fend you. But one thing! 
found flrahge in the benefit, js, that as foon 
as I confider'd your crojes, with the pafla* 
ges, againft which they were plac'd, they 
eyplain'd what they meant, fo convincingly.) 
that I faw both the defeSl and the remedy t 
and yet I had often, and feverely, before, 
taken thofe very places to taflt, without 
any fuch, conviction of their wants 1 nay, 
this could not, in my cafe, arife from an 
autW% partiality to himfclf, boeauft I 
Jcnow, I efcamin'd with rigour. I tnuft, 
therefore, conclude that familiarity with 
our own thoughts, and conceptions, dulls 
and deadens in us, our fenfe of their quali- 
ties, —as men are gradually benumb' din fen- 
iations, that relate to their wives. By the 
way, that's a vile (modifh) fimile j for men, 
in my cafe, are dultd, but in fenfe of de- 
fe£$s\: In the other, of beauties, and virtuet, 

Aftjr all, what a profit are we robb'd 
of by pride, when we decline this advantage 
of cenfure! I don't mean fuch kind cenfure, 
asyours, only — (friends touch every thing 
with the finger of Midas) but I fpeak it 
with regard even to the malice of petu- 
lant criricifm. Even this is what poets, 
2 methinki . 
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methinks, have- ftill "caufe to be fond of; 
finer wherever an. .error is. clear, the in- 
firu&im is equally manifefl: : And,, tho* 
It mould happen, that the critic mi/lakes^ 
the writer, however, reaps benefit; For 
while he can't, without impartial reflec- 
tion, be convine'd, whether injuftice is 
done him — he acquires patience in fearch 
of that truth, and is but fore'd into a habit 
"of judging. - J 

I took as much care, as I could,, to 
ftrike out, and infert with fuch plainnefs, 
as to preferve the old" copy ftill legible ; yet 
you will find it blotted, and fcarified, all 
wer; like a lady, to whom I have the 
i pleaiure of being a neighbour : She waft 
once, I am told, very fair of complexion, 
and was then, full of faults, and of vani- 
ties; but being now become hard-fae'd, 
and pimply, fhe is grown amiable, and 
candid within ; and pleafing no more, as 
a belle + gives delight, like a rational creature, 
lam, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour tnoft truly 

Affectionate Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Sept. 23, 1738. 

YO U would fooner, dear Sir> have 
been troubled with my thanks, fer- 
vour favour of the 1 ath, but that it came . 
not to my hands, till the 20th : Mr Ricbard T 
fin being from home, and his people not 
entrufted with the direction, to forward my 
letters. 

As foon as I had read, I perceiv'd the 
weight of your reafon, for not hinting the 
patrhtifm ofCtefar, too raftily; and therefore, 
tho' I had chang'd, before you few i£ and 
upon the fame apprehenfion, a title > I de- 
fign'd for the Tragedy, now found that 
caution too little j and immediately crofs'd 
out thofe lines in the Prologue, which in- 
sinuated fomething of like purpofe. 

I f ind too, upon reflection, that the con- 
cern will be fovifibly increafed, by that fine- 
ly judg'd hint, of my Lord's, for contriving 
to make Cajfius apprized of the true birth of 
Brutus (and therefore including fathers, in 
the 
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the horrible abjuration, he dictates) that, 
in order to make way for fijch a fcene, as 
I fend you, wherein I account for the pro- 
bability of that circumftance, and open the 
Play with its difcovery, I have cut off as 
rhany rines in othelr' places, where they cdtdd 
be fpar'd, without weakening the" icene"S : 
*— and among' em, I haVe ftrucfc out thofej 
which my Lord finds too tender m Brutus 
fo Ca/ar, after fight of his warrant : Foil 
tW I imagin'd there Was fomething ftra- 
gically at learc) allowable for certain in- 
voluntary motions of horror, certain pow- 
erful lenfations Of reluctance, and tender- 
nefs in children about to do violence topa~ 
fefif'Sf tho' they know *6m hot, a$ luch j 
yet, . I make it a maxim to give up opinion, 
ifflpficitely, (in pieces of my own) to the 
judgment of men, of great genius. And 
I ground the refignation upon this principle 
(which I think is a juft one) that even 
granting", I could clear up the point in dis- 
pute, to my own fcnfe of the queftion j 
yet where the apprehenfiori oifucB men but 

bejitates the meaning muft, to the bulk 

of mankind, be quite dark and impercep- 
tible. And whatever is not obvious,- is error 
in dramatical writings. I have alio, thrown 
fomething 
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iomethmg into the fcene, from rtiy Lord's* 
third kind hint, as a help towaf d removing 
thejpopular prejudice againft Ca/ar's inclina- 
tion to peace. But, in this, I Was too much 
confin'd by die plan ; for the deaths of 
Pompey and Gato having happen'd, before, 
left particular tranja&ions, between them 
and Ctjar, remote from the prefent difpo" 
fition of things j which, turning upon- pre* 
cipitate pajhtjy muft come on, with rapidity, 
and violence j and therefore, I was afraid; 
left expoftulatory deductions, while they 
concern 'd matters, out of the current, might 
have given to good reafoning, the appear- 
ance of coldnefs. 

What you fay, againft Prologues and, 
Epilogues, is a truth, which I heartily feel, 
and come into ; But he ought to be ve- 
ry well mounted* who is for leaping the 
hedges of cuftom. As my affairs ftand, 
at prefent, I fhould find it imprudent, 
to give away the third nights, (which till 
now, I have always left to the houfe) 
And, I doubt thofe diforderly heats, which 
muft throw ihsjirjl night into uproar, up- 
on retrenching a popular folly, might have 
effects 
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cffc&S' (for the above reafon, alo/Kj) to 
be apprehended. 

It was, from the fame little reafon, (too, 
narrow a one, I confefs) thatltook the liber- 
ty of defiring you in a formerto declare your 
very generous, and good-natur'd thoughts 
of the play where you judg'd'em moft 
likelyto be of fervice, toward theexpe&atjon, 
and report, that ihould fore-run a Tragedy. 
It was impojfible (and I hope, you are lure of 
it) that I qould defire you to [peak, what 
you think, in any fignification unworthy your 
fpirit. You, who fpeak what you think, 
with more boldnefs, than moft others dare 
think what you fpeak ! 

After all, I am aftiam'd, that I took 
fuch a freedom; and amaz'd, how I came 
to imagine it reafonable, I mould charge 
your attention fo heavily ! I believe, I had 
doubts, when I fent you that letter, (as, 
indeed, I ftill have) from the too light, or 
too gay difpofition, both in mafters of The- 
atres, and Audiences. And, in' truth, I 
am apprehenlive, I have no great Succefs to 
expedl, from the Tragedy. 

No 
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No matter I am fure :— it can never havs 
any, that will be either more great, or more 
prjz'd, by its author, than tbat, which, by 
my Lord Bolinbroke's goodnefs, and yours, 
it has already receiv'd in your judgments. 
Believe me, dear Sir, with an unchange- 
able affe&ion, 

Tour o6lig*J, 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



To Mr. Pope. 

OB. 4, 1738. 
Dear Sir. 

IM- A K E hafte, to accufe you of a lit- 
tle -unfcindnefs, in telling me, that ha- 
ving an affair, that embarrafles you, and 
wifhing my advice in the conduct of it, you. 
hardly know bow to afk it. 

When you. know me, fo well, as i will 

*afce care you {hall, you will feel your owri 

X right 
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right to command me. As you want not* 
I am fure, either my pen, or my judgment, 
I am impatient to learn, in what fenfe my 
advice can be ferviceable. If it were more 
than advice, you mould have it more wil- 
lingly, which however, I beg, that you 
would not believe, but make trial. If 
your concerns, in any light, maybe ferv'd, 
by my coming to London, no matter, whe- 
ther feafonable, or not It would pleafe 

me, to defpife every hazard, that can fliew 
you the truth of my friendflup. Therefore 
(all regard to my own cares or interefts, 
apart) I am — by head, heart, or hand now, 
and always, in the mod abfolute manner, at 
.your fervice. 

As to the little affair of the Epilogue, 
I am fatisfied, as I ought to be, with the 
very good reafon you give me. And, even 
with regard to the Tragedy itfelf, after 
what you tell me, that Mr. Mallet, and 
Mr. Thompfon, have Plays in a forwardnefs, 
rahter than I will fo much as think of 
fuffering any intereft of mine, to claih with 
that of either of thofe valuable men, I 
would forget, I had written a Tragedy. 
Indeed, the firll intimation I had of Mr. 
Mallet's 

, nw-^i^GoO^It: 
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Mallei's being return'd from abroad, Was 
by the above peice of news, in your letter. 
As foon as you can be lb good to inform 
ine, whether, where, and in what part 
of this winter, thofe gentlemen prOpofe to 
bring on their Tragedies, I will regulate 
my own conduct accordingly. 

Again, dear Sir, let me beg you to 
prove, whether, in whatever you may 
command me to think, or to do, for your 
lervice t you do not, in that, moft engage 
and oblige, 

Tour affeSiionate, 

-Andfincere humble Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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^ Google 



308 Original Letters. 

To Mr. Pope. 

Npv t 8, 1738. 
Dear Sir, 

YO U have been very obliging, in your 
endeavours, to inform nie of the time, 
for Mr. Tbompfm's, and Mr. Mallet's new 
Tragedies ; I ' have now fent my own to 
'Mi.Fletewood, anddefired it may be brought 
on about the beginning of January, in 
which cafe, it may have a fair chance to be 
dead and forgotten, before the beft of the 
feafon is over. 

Since. I find Mr. Tbomffon_ not fo for- 
ward, as I apprehended he was, in his new 
PJay, I will acquaint you with fomething, 
that I long to fay to him, concerning his old 
one j and, if you thmk I am right, in my 
opinion, I beg the favour of you to fay it in 
my ftead ; 'Twill be faid, I am fure, with 
more weight ; and, from the deference I know 
he always had for your judgment, I believe, 
'twill be faid, with more confequence. 

I have been fo long, and incurioufly, a 

ftranger to London, and the very few good 

things, 

4 nw-^i^GoO^It: 
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tilings, it can furnifh the mind with, that \ 
had not read Agamemnon^ 'till lately, when I 
faw it in the hands of that happy old rem- 
nant of a pleafanter age, — 

( " When love was all an eafy monarch's 
care") 

concerning whofe genius and manner of li T 
ving, I believe, I faid fomething in one of 
my former letters. 

I find fuch zjpirit, in fome of the fcenes, 
that it grieves me to add, I am afraid it falls 
off pn a fudden, and leaves the fourth and 
fifth acts, in particular, much too cold for 
their place, and their purpofe. 

If the defign of that Tragedy is, what I 
fuppofe it to be, to derive from Agamem- 
non's impolitic rambling, his difappointment 
in domeftic felicity, the alienation of his fub- 
jects affection, and his becoming a property 
to an ill-trufted rogue, in his abferice. Then 
Agamemnon, who gives moral and name to 
the Play, ought to have animated, and flood 
obvious, in every part of it. All the evil 
hcfuffers, mould be an effect of fome act 
which he does . For, whenever he ceafes to 
X 3 fuftain 
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fuftain the chief weight of intention, hia 
character, finking at once, our paffions, 
which took rife, but from the activity of hi§ 
dramatical virtues, mull, of courfe, become 
Unguid, in defect of their motive. 

Nor, methinks, is it reafon enough, for 
Clytemnefira'% and Egijlbufs filling up the 
moft considerable fcenes, in the Tragedy of 
Agamemnon^ that their crimes and diftrefles 
have a dependent relation to the king. He 
is concerned in their event •, but he is con- 
cerned too accidentally. His fate fliould 
have been the confequence of fome active mis- 
take of his own ; for, while he ia too tamely 
furprized, in a Bath, at a time, when the a- 
larm he had received fhould have roufed 
him into diftruft and prevention, he lofcs 
the dignity of his figure, and fupports but a 
feamdat third part, in his own Tragedy. 

May we not difcern, (in this play, and 
another of .Mr. Thompfon's) that the vigorous 
propenfity to thought, wherewith he ruihes 
into language andfentiment, makes it irkfome 
to a fancy, fo intenfely, and nobly employed, 
to attend to the mecbanifm of his models I — 
Yet, he knows, that the plan, (I mean, the 
artful invention and difpofition of incidents) 
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is, fo indifpenfibly, a matter of confequence, 
that fome of our moft popular Tragedies 
have no merit, but that, to fupport them ; 
and many better, which abound with . good 
thought and expreflton, appear dry, and un- 
ftriking, but from want of that alarm, in the 
clafli and animation of purpofe, which the 
Players call bufinefs. Such a genius, as our 
friend's, for his mafculine force, fliarp re- 
flection, and natural touches of paffion, 
would go infinite lengths on the ftage, if he 
reftrained but the vivacity otthinking, 'till he 
had coldly considered the groundwork upon 
which he would think. 

To be a little particular, for fear generals 
mould appear but furmfes. After Agamem- 
non has learnt, in the third adt, from Melt- 
fander and Areas, the defigns of the villain 
Egijibus, let it be fuppofed, that the fourth 
had begun with a fcene between him and 
Qytemneftra.— How tragically would it have 
diftrefled her, and, through her, the audi- 
ence, to have heard the hujband confiding to 
this un-fufpe£ted, tho" treacherous, wife, the 
intelligence he had received of Egijihus'% 
falfehood ; adding then, and to her, that, in 
Contempt of all dangers, he had determined 
X 4 to 
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to fciw, and to execute him, immediately j 

at the fame time, lamenting hie ftrange in- 
capacity, to make a kingly and open attempt 
upon the traitor, who had ufurped his au- 
thority 3 condemning, with a manly fevc- 
rity of wifdom, his rajhnefs % in out-failing 
his navy ; yet, drawing comfort, under fenfe 
of his folly, from the tendernefs of this fob- 
bing reflection—that it had been the impa- 
tience of a love, which he could not repent 
of, that had plunged him in the unforeseen 
danger : — And, finally, repofing hi& crowtt, 
and his life> on the aiTuftance of Clytemnefira'* 
invention, whom he inftrudts to contrive 
fome immediate pretence, in her name, for 
engaging Egtftbus to vifit her, while he him- 
felf would give orders for fecuring the pa- 
lace againit any confequent attempt of the 
rebels, 'till the arrival of hi* own army and 
fleet, which he knew he might «pe<2, in a 
day or two. 

In fuch a fcene, how apprehenfive a hor- 
ror of heart, might not Clytemneflra have 
been agitated with, by the author of Aga- 
memnon ? And, again, what a livelier ftill, 
would have followed, if, upon iending for, 
and acquainting Egifibut with his danger* 
me 
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ihe had infifted on his fdaing thtJSip, that 
had brought home the Jttitgt for their failing 
away in it, that evening, towards fome fea- 
port of Egypt, or Jifia, where be might-hope 
to be fafe from the revenge, that was due to 
his crimes 1 — and Jhe, from the infupport- 
able flame of difcovery. Egt/l&us, as but 
hefitating to the propofal, and hiiiting the 
authority, which he had in his hands, to fe- 
cure himfelf, by more eligible means, mould 
have inflamed her to a diftraftion, that, de- 
tecting the idea of new crimes, had called 
heaven to witnefs, in the rnoft folemn and 
paffionate manner, that, upon his refufingj or 
even delaying his confent, fhe would never 
fuffer him to eicape from the palace, but 
give him up to the fword of Agamemnon ; 
and release herfelf, by death, the fame 
inftant. 

It woutdhave been natural for Egffibus, m 
a danger like this, to difguife his true thoughts, 
and deceive Clytemnejira, by a feeming aflent 
to her oner ; his nypocrify would re-foften 
her into temper j and an hour might have 
Been- appointed, when he mould be private- 
ly admitted again ; coming armed, that, by 
aid of his followers, they might fecure 
their 
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their efcape, fliould a difcovcry be made, in 
attempting it. 

In the fifth aft, Egtflbus, fuppofed alrea- 
dy admitted with his adherents, might de- 
clare to the chiefs of the parry, by what ar- 
tifice he had engaged Clytemneftra to ca»fe a 
gate of the garden to be opened into that 
moft folitary quarter of the palace, where, 
expe&ing her prefence, he afligns, to fome 
of his party, the charge of fecuring her per- 
fon, and commiffions the reft to break, with 
him, upon. his fignal, into the royal appart- 
ments, there to difpatch Agamemnon, at 
once, as the only fecurity now left, for 
themfelves, and their faction. 

Clytemte^ray in this terrible crifis, ruining 
Out, in a tranfport of joy, might have urged 
him to be cautious and filent, becaufe the 
ting, in a neighbouring appartment, was 
expecting her notice to furprize him.— She 
prefling him therefore, to depart with her 
immediately. — But, when (he finds herfelf 
under guard of his foldiers, and difcovers 
his defign on the perfon of the king, (he 
breaks out into clamour and agony, re- 
proaching herfelf, as the involuntary con- 
triver of a bufband'i deftruction, whom (he 
had 
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had already betrayed, with a guilt, that 
ftood In no need of this additional horror. 
At length, enraged more and more, by Egif- 
tbus's attempts to reftrain her, me calls off 
all caution, and fenfe of the coniequence, 
and, refolving to alarm Agamemnon,, cries 
aloud to him, to beware of Egifthus, and fe- 
cure himfelf againft villains and murder. 

AGAMEMNON might have been 
heard, in this place, calling his train, 
from within, to his fuccour j; then impa- 
tiently entering, in perfon, and furprizing 
Egijlbus on his knees, in a fruitlefs endea- 
vour to appeafe Clytemnejlra, he might have 
over-heard her, in the rage of reproach, 
charging him with the violation, he had 
drawn her to fuffer. ■ In a contrail: of three 
fuch ftrong/ and fuch oppofite pafiions, as 
niuft then affeft the king, queen, and Egijlbus 
— the behaviour, the thoughts, and the at- 
titudes, required for expreffing them, would 
afford one of the livelieft occafions in nature, 
for a Poet to ihew the force of his genius. 

During the fire of this fcene, Agamem- 
non, upon entrance of fome of his officers, 
Commands them to lay hands on Egijlbus ; 
but 
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but the traitor, at the fame time, requiring 
thofe officers, (uppofed to be bribed crea- 
tures of his own, to deferve and repay his 
long bounties, by affifting to feize oh the 
king. They obey the minirterial injunction; 
and, defcrting the cauie of their prince, all 
go over to the fide of Egiflbtis. 

In fuch an unkingly fituation as this, A- 
gamemnon, exprefling his feritiments with a 
majefty becoming the infult, Egifthm might. 
have returned it with a/com, that would a- 
waken, and drive home the moral. He 
might have told him, that, iince he had 
neglected to execute the duties of a king,, he 
had no longer a right to the power — That 
he might now learn, too late, by the inferi- 
ority, which he faw himfelf reduced to, that, 
from the moment, wherein he refigned to & 
fubjecl the authority to difpofe of all offices, 
and affume all the cares of a crown, he in- 
verted that fubjeSi with Monarchy : — and 
that, with the fame tame Dependance of will, 
now more ufeful, and feafonabte than ever, 
he might content himfelf with the effect of 
his folly. 

Agamemnon, inflamed by fuch infolent 
treatment, breaking forcibly from the hands ■ 
of 
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of the foldiers, and wrefting a fword from 
the neareft, might have thrown himfelf, with 
a noble indignation, upon Egiftbus, and dis- 
arming and wounding the Traitor, might 
have been himfelf attack'd, behind, by the 
Rebels, and murder'd at the feet of Clytem- 
nt/tra, who might then have juftly run mad, 
with exdefe of the horror, and the Play 
been concluded (upon entrance of the king's 
friends, who drive off Egijihus and his party), 
by Gafjafidr.ds, prophetic declaring, that the: 
gpds, who had punifibed, fo feverely, the 
neglect and flack, hand of Agapiemnon, 
would inflict a dreadful revenge, on his 
rqurderer. 

By fuch a Plan, or a better, to the lame 
active purpofe, befides that the pity and ter- 
ror, had been kept up to the laft~two inde- 
corums, unluckily believed to have been ne- 
ceflary, in the Tragedy, as it now ftands, 
might have been naturally and eafily avoid- 
ed."-- The firft is, Egt/tbus's acquainting Cly- 
temne/ira, with his purpofe to murder her 
hufband— nay, with the time, place, and" 
manner, and (to the infupportably he-devil- 
ling her character) obtaining her confent to 
His doing it ! The fecond is, that there 
would 
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, would no longer have appeared any Teeming 
neceffity, for fuppofing her jealous ofCaffan* 
dra* \ She! whofe confcious affair with £- 
giftbus, makes a jeft of her pretenfions to 
jealoufy. 

I have too thorough a fenfe of the 
friendly difpofition of your heart, to afk 
pardon for fo tedious a trouble, becaufe the 
fubject concerns not yourfelf; tho' at a- 
time too, when I fee you engrofied, by an 
attention to hours, I could envy, but that the 
rafcally paffion is already too public a med- 
dler with your hoiife, and the great name 
within it, to obtain my allowance for any, , 
the raoft gentle of the fury's aflaults upon 
either. 

If you think what I have been laying to 
you, of Mr. Thompfon, with the freedom of 
a confidence, that unbofoms itfelf, without 
need of reilraint, could be of ufe to him, if 
he knew it ; you will, at your lelfure, find 
opportunity to hint it in converfation, with 
what better form and reftriction you pleafe ; 
Poflibly, it might roufe him to refolve on 
fome plan, for the Tragedy he is writing j 
which, by giving his genius full fcope, will 
reward 
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reward us for our pain in difguiling him, 
perhaps, for a moment, by a lafting in- 
creafe of the reputation, we both of us wifli 
him. : .■•■-. , 

As to your kind invitation, I fhall be very 
unhappy, if my Lord Bolinbroke leaves En- 
gland, before 1 can fee bim and Twickenham. 
And (for that very, reafon) I am afraid, I 
am doomed to ice neither. In the worft of 
events, I am fure. of- one happinels— neither 
difiance,' nor doom, can prevent me from be- 
ing, and perfifting to be, to you both, 

A mofi faithful^ 

And affectionate Servant, 

A, Hill. 



To 
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Dec. 9, 1735, 
Dear Sir, 

GIVE 91s- leave, bjj the enclos/d, to 
reply to the firft pa.rt o£ yours, thafi 
whjcli. concerns; Mr. W&ffafa W*d oifer ^ 
aijdi after having tfcft goodacft . to. clofc. it 
%i&. otae of your, feals, pkafe i to, fend it 
him, as-fooaas convenient.... 

For, thq rel^ .that ijelates to your felf— Jfa 
k known by thefe prefents, that I cannot 
allow you to call Mi;. Pope\ and Lord 
Bolinbroke'% praifes, an airy tribute in 
any fenfe but one — the fuperiority of their 
value, to the earthinefs of lefs noble diftinc- 
tions. I, fhall learn to regards my own 
' thoughts, when they are able to procure me 
fuch praifes : for how indeed, were vanity 
to be reckon 'd a fault, could it have the 
&nclion of wifdom and virtue ? 

' . As to the coming on of my Tragedy, I 
begin to fufpecl, that the Manager's hearts, 
at the Theatres, are more narrowly piqu'd y 
than their Player's— Few men have force in 
their minds, to love truth, that hasferv'd'em, 
unpleafingly j 
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unpleafingly : They forget the good ufe, 
in a difguft, they think due to the cenfure : 
-But there is an odd, and unfortunate di<- 
lemma in the way of our childifh defire to 
he fondled: When we are flatter' d by that 
beaft call'd a liar, he has the -fkill to Uek 
foft like a Calf; but then he cruihes not 
fo much as a Fly, for our benefit : Honeft 
foci, on the other fide, has a tongue, that 
•is rough like a Lyon's, able enough to deli- 
•Ver'frbm infects, but it grates, like aj?/f, 
where it paffes ; and endangers the fltiri, 
it would purify. 

. Let it go-^no matter what Mr. Fleetwood 
defigns or refolves : were his acting of.Gr- 
far, capable of ten times the good, it can do 
me, I mould myfelf, be incapable of quick- 
ening his phlegm any farther : There is a 
reluctance (I am afraid* it is v.pride) in my 
nature, againft foliciting any thing, that re- 
gards my own intereft : — and, efpecially, " 
from the dull and unworthy : The caufe I 
would fain place (for I love to be near you) 
in 

" Ibefirong antipathy of good to bad / *' 
where I hope, and believe, I may find it. 
For, J am fure, that I hate -myfelf heartily, 
..-.."../. V and 
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and with the malice and pain of an enemy, 
whenever I am fopl enough* not . to be able 
to hate, as I ought, either a kw foul, tot a 
falfe one. You will fee through all this, 
that Mr. Mallet's friendly ©£fer was not only 
kind, but a very feaibnable interpofition. 

What (hall I now fay, .that can. thank 
you enough, in return for your generous 
wifhes ? I would fubmit to, be any thing, 
above a bad minuter, for the power of re- 
warding your partiality: But I am about tp 
£lant myfelf among corn fields, and vine- 
yards, where video mel'tora pro'boq; — and for- 
.tune. wiLl take care to prevent me from any 
danger of being tempted by the QetermrOt 
behind, in.the clofe of it. I have been haften- 
ing t at the defire of a friend, a long dif- 
courfe, that, will be loft on the ftage, or 
Should have been able, by this time, to have 
made another eflay, legible enough to wait 
on you, at Twickenham j where, that never 
more anyevil.thing may enter, is the fincere 
and affectionate prayer of, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofi obliged, 

.u&id obedient Servant, 

i A. Hill, 
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-.-..- To Mr t Mallet. 

, , Dec. 9. 1738* 

. Dear Sir, 

IN a retreat, which my prefent affairg 
have made neceffary, I had lately the 
pleasure to Jhear (by Mr. Pope) that you 
have been, fame time, returned from a- 
brofld.— -Would to God, our poor country 
coukl as happily re^poffefs herfelf of every 
other good! claim, (he is' robbed of! I hear 
too, (and hear it 'with joy) that the town is 
kt expectation of a Tragedy, by the author 
' p£ Eitrydise i ^ "whfsx that Tragedy appears 
pn the ftagc, HhaU have one falid reafon to 
be forry, I am a ftranger to London. 

- Qws. good." friend, abovenamed, has done 
the jufticd he loves, to your generous pro- 
posal, of lending -the benefit of your atten- 
tion to the progrefs of my Play, through the 
lioufe. I thank you very heartily, for fo 
obliging and feafonable a iervice. You are 
one of thofe few, I can, without pain, be a 
debtor to j and I moft willingly accept of, 
Mid delight in your offer — only give me 
leave to declare, it is a preliminary condition, 
Y 2 that 
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324 P RI GINAL Le.T;TER1.^ 

that (as I had rather my Play fliould never 
be aifted at all, than retard yours a moment) 
I absolutely fefign to your .choice, its appear- 
ing, or not appearing at all — juft as may 
ferve moft effe&ually to keep it (where I in- 
fift upon holding it) moft remote from poft- 
poning your Tragedy.- *<*•"'■. ■ .'■ 

■ About a month ago, I feat mine to Mr. 
-Fleetwood; and having heard - , that neither 
yours, nor Mr. T&omfjjbn's^reie expe&ed to 
be ready,, 'till toward the end of the feafott; 
I proposed, that C*/zrihoul& be brought . 
on in January, which,. i£ -'it waS, I would 
'expert no con&deration for it, at all, if the 
run mould be fliort of nine -nights.-- If more*, 
the three loweft receipts 'of the firft nine, 
ihould be my claim, paying iiim his charges, 
as ufual. His anfwer, which I defired might 
be left with Mr. Chetwcod,: hairing been cal- 
led for la# week, word, was' fent me, that 
(five days before) Mz. Fleetwood had' told 
him, he determined to gat. up the Tragedy* 
•forthwith ; but I- have yet had no. letter 
from the manager. , I hinttlttfe particulars, 
as neceiTary to be knovfrn,. if you havethe 
.goodnefs to learn his defign from himfelf ; 
which, fince -you encourage roe, fo frankly, 
,to trouble you, : I wiih you would, do, in my 
•> ■■ '•-■ behalf, 
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behalf, and fix, with him, the time, either 
in "January, or/after' j refpeit hejng had, as 
above, to the readings, or not readings of 
ybur own.' '* ■ ; ■ 

As to an unwiHingnefs to aft, in the 
Player, to whom I have adapted the charac- 
ter of' Ceefar, I mould be forty, and furpri- 
zed, if he can be capable of that fecond mif- 
take, in .return for fo candid a proof of my 
hiving forgotten the former. About three 
or four years" pail,' fome remarks having 
been made on the Theatres, with a view to 
have argued the Players into' a more genera! '. 
exertion of that feniibility in the expremon 
of paffions, which, of late, in : great degree, ■ 
(from effect of fuch remarks in thofe papers, 
the town, I am told, has been led to diftin- 
guifti and applaud, in the practice of the 
party I fpeak of), He, overlooking the good 
that was meant him, and concluding, that 
the cenfures were mine, they produced in 
him: the fame wrong effect, I once met with 
abroad, from an officious pinch of good-na- 
tured /miff, ill beftowed on an ungrateful 
French gentleman, who was carelefly falling 
afleep, in a current of air, after violent exer- 
cife. But, as to the aBor, whofe want of 
civility I remembered no more, becaufe it 
Y3 had 
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had been balanced, on my own fide, by a 
want of fatiencs, almoft as unwarrantable, • 
he mud, fince then,, have, had leifure e- 
nough for refte&ion, to find and confefs the 
good purpofe of fuch friendly reproaches. 
Yet, we infeniibly fufifcr felj ''-love to take 
place of our reafon, and then it. naturally . 
prevents our difcerning the motives of men, , 
whofe method was not faftuoned to pleafe us, 

I am talking too much of myfelf and my 
Tragedy. — If I had yours in my eye> I, 
ihould have found a better fubjefts .May . 
you have all the . fuocefs, that a merit, , 
like yours,, makes it almoft unreafonabie to ; 
hope for. - I am, ..,.., 

Dear Sir, 

Tour obliged and obedient 

'■ tumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



n 
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Ta Mr. Pope. .' 

: Dear Sir* • 

IF you h&ppea . to h&ye an idle fhclf in 
. y^ur ftudy» that £an make room foe the* 
inclofed, it will take up but little. In its 
fa ft old edition, it had a great many more 
faulty than at prefent ; and its; worft, a rajh 
Preface - % which has never appeared in the 
following. I repented, as I ought, of the 
fin— yet, could fcarce fay, I was forry I com- 
mitted it, iince I owed to It a difoovery of 
(brae, virtues, which have inade, and will 
twntinue me your friend, and your fervant, - 

If I were nea# enough, I would give yotf 
fome reafops, wfrich I ought not to trouble 
you with in a letter, why I wiih, in the fu- 
ture editions of one of your fatirical pieces, 
you vyoald leave" out a couplet, that reflects, 
with a roughnefs difgrving your, rtwifai, on 
the Czar, in his-, motive to marriage. I 
have papers in my bttads, which, lam fare, 
jf ; you; faw, wquR-; remove youfr. miftake» 
ideas' on that head* an d throw the noffkft* 
and moft beautiful colours on a circumftance, 
Y 4 which 
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which the malice of fome great courts, in 
"Europe^ has taken pains to mif-reprefent and 
to blacken. The ihdrtened reign of the lady 
deprived me of great part of a treajure, 
which I fee, by what came to my hands, 
had been vajl and invaluable ! — Even as it 
«, I can charge nothing upon want of mate- 
rials, but muft confefs it wholly the defect 
of my genius, if, hereafter, I fail to give the 
world fome refemblance, of a prince, who 
(with the fulleft deduction to be made for 
his few foibles) has done honour to the human 
/pedes. . ■■ 

Mr. Fleetwood — (what a fall is there — 
from Peter jfkxiowitvt !) iends me word, 
that the prince has been fo juft, as to infift 
on Mr. Mallet's Tragedy, as the firft to be 
brought oh, this feafon. In this news he 
has pleafed me fincerely : I adjoin my own 
vote, againft myfelf, with a preference ftill 
more warm than the prince's. And, may 
what I write be never read, but by the Fleet- 
woods and Luns of futurity, if I would not 
rather burn it, with my own hand, than 
oppofe it to the intercft of a man of genius 
and worth — though zjiranger! But, to 
fee the management of our Theatres reduced 
to 
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to fuch an unfathomable defcent, in profun- 
dity ', that a Tragedy, writ with the care that 
has been beftowed upon Crtfar, fhould be 
driveled, humm'd, and hefitated over — 
fhould be complimented with the dull myf- 
teriqtifnefs of apology, to cover but neglecl 
and irreforatlon-'-is a nettling alarm to "the 
patience of a writer, and, indeed, a trial, to 
the quick, of his vanity. 

And yet (as a check to the folemn imper- 
tinence I am fuffering myfelf to Aide into) 
it was in this very country, and in this very 
age — You were born ! — That reflection 
{hall ferye as. a balance, and cut ' flibrt all 
Complaint in; 

Dear Sir, : 

four moft bumble, 

■\Md affe&ion&te Servant, 

. . ■ A Hi|.i., 
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L 5VAft\ Mallet. 

- ■ >»-2J, 1738-9; 

I Thank you, dear Sir, very heartily, for, 
"the favour of yours, with the detail of 
our ftage-holder's .infamous management. 
I feel it's effe&s, mjour right, and forget 
my own part in his conduit. Let me thank 
you, mean while,-for your generous, regard 
to 'my intereft j — I lofe none of the fenti* 
ments which I ought to be impreffed writh* 
under the fenie of your will to have done* 
what it was my refolution, by no. means, to 
have fullered. That your Tragedy takes, 
place of my azcw, gives mc an unfeigned and 
ajuft fatisfaction.-^Nay, I am even charmed 
and delighted, that this fell out at a time, 
when the diforflered fituation of my affairs 
made -tlje little, benefit in .view, from the 
coming on of a Play, of fome fkafiire^ and 
ufe t iiwhevprofpect. For, if the accident had 
wanted that circumftance, I mould not have 
known the extent of my friend/hip. And 
it muft have been a rotten one, 1 am fure, if 
intereft had been able to fhake it. 

I SNATCH 
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I snatch, with great pleafure, at the 
wifh, you are fo kind to repeat, in your 
poftfcript : I receive .forger jpackets, with 
eafe, by the coaches ; and, if you will have 
the goodnefs/to {end it to Mr. Ricbardfon's, 
directed: for me, it is io. natural fat us 89" 
haften into. whit Vre aiie.lurc will delight usi 
that,:! thank,. I may venture to prontife yoar' 
receiving it back, in a week, from the day of. 
your fending it. 

May it run, 'till it. leaves no more, fpacc! 
injhe feafonrthanto make .room, for its be- 
ing fucceeded, by Mr "thampfon's. As ior- 
Gxjar, I .fhall lofc all thp pain, which the 
manager's ingratitude might have other wife 
giveame, in the joy,m& reparation I expect* 
from the fuc,cefe of his, bott/e t with; j&ap. 
Tragedy.- i -, ;; ■, . » : 

: ".lT-is the nobleft mitigation o^our con-, 
cern, , or 'duaaih, at ill treatment, when we^ 
fte the merit of a friend making way to the! 
dtftincliori, \ve wifh it. —-And, had but the 
Mules any aUar, in England, I would make a 
burnt .offering of my Play, for your fake, in 
honour of, the prince and Mn Lyttkion.% 
I am, always, ......-• 

',. / Dear Sir, Yours> &c. 

'! A. Hill. 



,v Google 



3J2 Original 'Letter 



To Mr. Pope. -'- ■ 

■>». 26, 173,8-9,: 

MY letter, dear Sir,' hail but the fate 
of its writer, when it laboured, and ■ 
longed to approach you, yet, wasitept dif.. 
tant y by miftake and ill fortune, - - , • 

Yours has warmed me, with the ibirit 
of gratitude, for a concern it expreffes fo. 
kindly. But, Twill-give up all -purfuh of 
my Cafar, fince Mr. Mallet and Mr^f&omp- 
fm t with the aid of fuch powerful affiftants, 
found it a difficulty 'ttt engage the manager 1 
into the refolution, tnat muftlKive been due 
to- their Tragedies. : The firftofthe gentle- 
men juft named, has obliged me, with Un- 
common delicacy, by an offer fo jjeneroufly 
made me, when his own Play was finiihed 
and ready. This was an act of friendship, ' 
which I could not have deferved, if, as fodn" 
as I knew it, I had not, from that moment;,' 
declined any purpofe of preffing the man of. 
the ftage about mine. Indeed, I mould hate 
all the little I have of the poet, if I could not 
receive as much.pleafure, from another wri- 
ter's fuccefs, as from my own j even were 
that 
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that other an enemy (of merit). But, fince he 
is my friend, his fucceis is my own, and, as 
fiich, I lincerely confider it. 

- There is only one thought that difturbs 
me s — the reipect I would publickly pay to 
a great name, fo known and fo dear to you, 
is held back by this inacceffible retrench- 
ment, that the devil of dulnefs has thrown 
up, round our Theatres; for,. I would not 
trefpafs fo far againft cuftom, as.to dedicate, 
to fo chofen a patron, a Tragedy that had 
never been acJed. I will therefore, addrefs 
(to the feme Iov'd name) fome different fub- 
jeft, after having examined, which, of three 
or four I have long had in hand, maybe 
fourid leaft unworthy his notice. Mean 
while, let my Lord know, and let Mr. Pope 
know,, that I look upon the kind things, they 
have thought, and expreffed, of my Cajar, as 
more fame, than a twenty night's run, at the 
Play-houfes; And fo, wiihing Mr. Mallet, 
and Mr. TbomPfon, the fuccefs which they are 
fure to dejerve, I bid a hearty farewel to 
ihejtage, and only wifh to be known, asj' 

' . Dear Sir , 

1 ■' Tour mojl obliged Servant, 
]•"'.'.■" A Hill, 
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I A M oblig'd, both by your letterj and 
the good news it brought, of Mr. Mal- 
let's Succefs on the Theatre; it is what I 
was fare he deferv'd z And,- if I had, now 
and then, a moments fear 4 he might mifsit, 
It was when I refle&ed, '_. how. warmly I 
WiOied it him. 

If Mr. Thompfotts new Tragedy is to de- 
pend on his women performers, he has cer- 
tainly, judg'd well, in his choice of the Co- 
vent-Garaett Theatre: ' There, or any where 
may Jiis beft expectations be anfwer'd ! I 
fhall, -myfelf, have the lefsto complain of, 
when fuch juftice fe done, where I reve- 
rence it. 

As for Cafar, it waa.hjs/fefr to 'be ill un- 

derftood : and it w^s his tujhm, ta forgive his 
fief ratters: only once when he fell into fuch 
free-iooters'shnids, as;haye thought fit to 
feftrain him at prefent, he broke a rule, 
for the fake of mankind ; arid got 'em bang* 
ed, for die 'good of thspubHck, I am glad 
I have none of his power j fince I am afraid 
I fhould 
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I mould ofe it profufely :**— ^'Tis a ridicu- 
Jous jtforid, that, we live m ; yet, in fpite of 
•contempt,, one grows ferious, when a fool t 
that expects to .be flatter'd, is in a fituation, 
to infult his defpifers. I will not difguife 
my own wfiaknefe : I am nettled at the treat- 
ment, I have met with, concerning this 
Tragedy ; But, at the fame time, I confefs, 
.that I ought not to be fo : For yon have 
been fo good, as to declare yourfelf touched, 
in my caufe— and, in that,. I have more 
than a recQmpence. 

I did not recollect, 'till you told it mei 
"that the Gazetteers were printed by Mr. Ri- 
chardfon : I am acquainted with none of their 
authors j not fo much, as with any one of 
their names : And, as to Mr. Ricbartifon bit&- 
jklf, (among whofe virtues I place it, that he 
knows, and confiders, you, rightly) there 
mould be nothing imputed to the Printer, 
which is impos'd f$r, not by him, on his 
papers, but was never, imprefs'd, on his mind. 
J am very much miftaken in his character, 
or he is a plain-hearted, fenfible, and good- 
natur'd, honeft man : I believe, when there 
is any thing put into hkprejfes, with a view 
to.fuch 'mfamows fonder, as that which you 
fo juftly dejpife, he himfelf is the only man, 
■wounded 



Digiuedoy G00gle 



336 ORIGINAL - iiETTflRS.. 

wounded,: Fbr-Ithink, there is an opetmefi, 
in his fpirit; that wouldeven repel the pro- 
Jits of his buiinefs, when they were to be the 
, cokjequence, of making war upon excellence. 

- ' In the - mean time, give me leave to be 
glad, you are ilandcr'd a little i- — Crimes 
-deferve to. he heartily pardon'd, when they 
are the cauie, : of producing great virtues j 
and, I am ifure, one fuch generous example 
■cfchatfljyas that Which ybu-fhew, J in your 
letter, will, by the contagious efieflt of its 
beauty,, carry influence. enough, to deface 
all the triumphs of a thoufarid heavy pat- 
tern's of sialice. 

- MfitHiNKSi I gather from a hint, yoa 
but drop, in your letter, that my Silence 
would be the iAoft acceptable compliment, 
to a perfon, I will: not here mention : Be 
it fo— were we wifli, but to pleafe, we 
are plfeas'd even with the prohibition of our 
■meafures, of pleafing. His worth cannot 
want fuch a wttnefs, as I am; and the re- 
fpecl I would pay it, : is too due to depend on 
his thoughts of, 

' Dear Sir, 

Tour faithful and obedient Servant^ 
' A. Hill. 
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t)EAR Sir, 

I A M glad, you were pleas'd, at Jli&ira ; 
becaufe tho' the play was not originally 
mine, and I have therefore, no claim in its 
fuccefs, or its merit ; yet, to have been 
the means of conveying ' a pleafure to my 
friends, is a great one, tomyfelf, alfo,. 

After having heard nothing, for a long 
time, concerning you, but what you, fo 
iparjrigly, beftowM on the public, I felt 
■much delight in the news my Brother 
"brought me, that you had recovered from 
a dangerous illnefs. The name of your dip- 
temper mould have* been Legion, from its 
dreadful defcription in your letter : Any 
one of the branches, had been too much, for 
the eafy in mind, and thejtrong in constitu- 
tion j How then, have you flruggled with 
fo malignant a confederacy, bpprefs'd, as 
you are, by ill health^ and ill fortune ! 

I am fbrry to hear, that your poem* 

(for which I return you my thanks) has 

not yet found its way to bis hands, in whofc 

honour it was written : But poffibly, h "may 

Z be 
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be better (as you defign it) under a diffe- 
rent title, and a new publication fince, the 
P— < might, perhaps, have look'd for ansre, 
on the fybjedt, prpfefs'd in the prefent ti- 
tle page ; whereas the world will be mdf e 
immediately concerii'd in, and pleased with 
thofe ideas of public ]$trit t and magnificent 
purpofes,, which you have touchM .with 
great force, in that poem* 

PooR'C — =-o! Jt is long, fince I met 
with an affliction more fenfible, than the in- 
formation, you fcnt me concerning her t 
If half what her enemies have faid of her* 
is. true, me was a proof, that vanity over- 
.comes nature in women., which it could never 
yet do, in men : For defire of . glory wants 
power to expel the pufillanimityi natural 
to fome ambitious princes, and generals ; 
while, in that amiable perfuer of conquefis* 
it prevail'd, not only againft the fineft re- 
flection, but Impell'd an affum'd HgbtnsfSy. 
over jjven conftitutionai modejiy* 

-?:■ 

I would willingly fatisfy the euridfity 

of your friend* in relation to Mr. Gay t if it 

\vere not eafyto get much fuller information, 

than I am able to give, from Mr. Budgeil y dr 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pope i to the firft of whom, the begin- 
ning of his life was beft known, and to 
the laft, its afternoon and evening : ~ that 
poem, you fpeak of, call'dWiNE, he print- 
ed in the year 1? 10, as I remember : I am 
fure, I have one, among my pamphlets $ 
but they lie (like ideas in an un-logical 
head) £0 oppreffively numerous, and ob- 
ftrudingly mht'd, that to diftinguifh any 
one of them, out of the heap, is a taflt of 
more labour, than confluence. Yet, I 
will look for it, and fend it you, if 'twill 
be of ufe, or fatisf a&ion, to any gentleman 
of your acquaintance. As to your ques- 
tion, whether Mr. Gay was ever a domefiic 
of the dutchtfi of Monmouth, I can anfwer it, 
in the affirmative : he was her fecretary, 
about the year 1713, and continued fo, 'till 
he went over to Hanover, in the beginning 
of the following year, with Lord Clarendon, 
who was fent thither by queen Anne . At his 
return,, upon the death of that queen, all 
his hopes became withered, 'till Mr. Pope, 
(who, you know, is an excellent planter) 
reviv'd, and invigorated his bays ; and in- 
deed, very generouily fupported him, in 
fome more Jolid improvements - ? for I re- 
member a letter, wherein he invited him, 
Z 2 to 
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to partake of his fortune, (at that time 
but a fmall one) afiuring him, with a very 
un-poetical warmth, that, as long as himfelf 
had a Jhilling, Mr. Gay mould be wel- 
come XoSix'pettce of it ; nay, to Eight-pence, 
if be could contrive but to live on a groat. 
, So much for Mr. Gay. 

I would fend you a Zara ; but, to~fay 
truth, I am not worth one, myfelfj if it is 
a virtue, to be cold and indifferent, to what 
we have -written, I am not without, at leaft, 
one pretence to merit ; for, I give up my 
leaves, like the Sybils, to the will of the 
winds, and [remember 'em no more, after 
they have once been blown from me. 

RANT told me, what you laid to her, 
from Mefl*"- Waltboe, and Rtchardfon, to 
whom I will write, in compliance with 
their propofition j for I have a great ef- 
teem for 'em both ; and am forry, therefore, 
to hear, that you have any dtfpute at late 
with fuch defendants, as never, I . dare fay, 
had the leaft inclination to injure you ; but 
have often, on the contrary, exprefs'd the 
kindeft, and moll generous fentiments, in 
your behalf: — -- Indeed, law, (where 
moft 
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mbft neceflary) brings but ruinous remedies j " 
and I wifli you no war, where you muft 
lofe, even by vitJory. 

What you fay of Lord Tyrconnel, re- 
minds me of fomething, I have heard (tho* 
very obfcurely) concerning a breach in that 
friendfliip, which was once, fo ufeful, and 

fo ornamental, to you : 1 am heartily 

forry for the caufi, whatever it may have 
been. I wifh fome means might be found, 
to reconcile you again : the character, you 
have given me of my Lord's good-nature, 
reprefents this, as no great difficulty, on 
his fide ; and I am fure your jujifenfe of 
what he once was, will prevail over any 
lefs agreeable remembrance, of what he 

may have, dnce,feem' dor been ; So that 

gratitude expunging, on one part, and re- 
collelied ejleem, on the other, the hand of 
fome friend might methinks, interpofe, and 
fbon blot out all unpleafing impreffions, on 
both fides. 

Shall I add, fo near the end of my pa- 
per, that tho' I own and dijiingui/h the 
proofs, you have given of your genius, and 
fpirit, for Jatire, yet I fee you with fain, 
1 I in 
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in perfuite, that muft multiply enemies. 

■ Were you Lord Rivers (as well as 

his fin) I mould have been of a different 
opinion — — But the merit of the unhappy 
will, (in- a world, lb malicioufly aftive) be 
moftfhown, to their benefit, in its foftefty 
and moil inoffenjhe t exertions. Forgive 
me, dear Sir, this mark of that friendship, 
with which I have ever been fincerely, and 
ftillam, 

Tour moji affectionate^ 

And obedient bumble Servant. 

A. HlLLJ 



r* 
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Ncv. 10, 1733. 
Dear Sir, ' 

AT my, return home, after the Ptyy, I 
metwi^i your letter, too late to enjoy 
tb.e pleafure f it call'4 me to, without trefr 
paffing upon the hour, made more imprpr 
per too, by your being indifpofed. " 

I pppE £0 .find you better, this morning, 
and if you will ajlpw me to detain you", 
only lopg enough to receive your com- 
mands, at Lord Bafbtfrjfs t will wait: on 
you the moment my Servant comes back : 
for J tbjnk of you fa often, and fee you 
fo feldom, that now you are fo ne.ar, I 
would not lofe you, if I could help it, who 
-am, not ( &#iipnably, huf faithfully, . 

fbttr mojt obedient 

jfa$ ifexted Seritfpti 

% 4 ' ' A j$lLl. : 
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To Arthur Onslow, E/g; 

Dec, i6 f 1731, 
SIR, - ■ 

IShaIl juftly, be proud, if you affign 
fome little corner in your library, to this 
Tragedy, which you had condefcention to 
hear read, at Lord Tyrconnefs. 

In the fhort opportunity I had, that even- 
ing, to hear your reafons, for efteeming Mr. 
Pope, from the generofity of fome of his 
writings, it was eaiy to difcern, that you 
fpoke, from a heart, by nature, an enemy 
to difguhe, and noble enough to coniider an 
elevated opennefs in the fentiments, as the 
"foul that lights up poetry. 

It requires but little penetration, to 
know, that he, who is touched fo warmly^ 
by the generous thoughts of another, rmiit, 
frimfilf, be a generous thinker. I had, be- 
fqre, drawn this conclufion, with refpe& to 
yourfelf, from the voice of a people % but that 
way of judging has been, fometimes, a 
Wong one, The/ other, never. 

I t Ro- 
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I proposed, wHen -I. began this letter, 
to hint a complaint, of that want of curiofi- 
ty, which kept the town from inclining, 
while, this Tragedy, w^s. acting, to fee whe- 
ther it was a good, or a. bail .one. But, be- 
fides that you have. too. much judgment, to 
overlook faults, where they, are, and too 
much humanity < t to look . for them, where 
they are not, it were a vanity; into which 
«11 the partiality of an author cannot betray 
me, to fay any thing of. myjetf, after having 
fo much better furnUhed my memory, with 
a recollecrion qf your fentjment?, I am, 
with great refpect, ■ 

Sir, ; .'---" 

" " Tour mofi bumble, 

.,*/... And moji obedient Servant \ 

A. Hill; 
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ffb :ffir Padl Mbt#wew. 

AS privacy a§ t bpl(J fte jK^ffipn pf 
rp~y own life J m Jtoo weft acq^ain^ 
with- the merit »f 4.tffcHgrifhed char^er^ 
ppjto.IujQvr, tb^t an ipojogy for appal* ft 
y«ur.<caodaj,.w9yJd : ta M fy>$fcF fp yew 
generpiity. . . .. " 

I, therefore, beg you will do-jjjs tfjp 

rjpnour to convince ygur&Jf, jo 51 private 

^perufal of this Tragedy, Ayjje&er itiapnojc 

fome little hard (hip to complain of, in the 

coldnefs of its public reception,- _ 

But, if, in the opinion of one tingle judge, 
who thinks fo nobly as, you do, it has met 
with more negledt, than it ought to have 
pcpe&ed-, I can coniider that neglect, as a 
compliment, from ten thoufand, who have 
the goodnefs to be kinder to Harlequin, and 
the rope-dancers, — Give me leave to pro- 
fefs myfelf, 

Sir, 
Tour mofi obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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Dec. \y % 173 1. 

■■ Dbar Sir, 

LE T me beg your acceptance of a Tra- 
gedy, which I have feen, in a letter of 
of yours to my brother, a generous proof of 
your partiality to. 

It is more than enough, \l k can pleafe 
fuch men as you. The efteem of the de- 
fpifed I confider as defpicabk : I am afraid, 
I mould have blufhed, with Pbocion, had the 
multitude approved of my fentiments. I 
know the town too wel'J , to wonder at any 
thing in it, but equity; 

I hope indignation will cure me of the 
cacoetbes fcribendi j — if it does not, and I 
fhould ever be ib unfortunate, as to be a' fa- 
vourite of die people, I mall be frightened 
into filence, from apprehenfion of Iofing my 
honefty. 

Buxthere is one thing, I can neverlofc ; 
and that is the affeftion, with which I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mojl obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 
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Ma, 5, I7J , 

Return you the Tragedy, with the 

fulleft proof I can give you, that I am 

fincere, when I with well to your intereft. 

I am afraid, I have occasioned you die 
trouble of writing new copies of your Play ; 
but, when you have done fo, you will find 
yourfelf more ftrongly touched with the 
beauty and force of your own fentiments, 
while, by removing all that was too com- 
mon, or too calm, the incidents are thrown 
clofer together, and the fcenes are more 
moving and paffionate. 

SACHAR1SSA, alone, is a muck 
.better name, without the additional title of 
Unlawful Love ; which Iaft might feem con- 
trary to the moral of your purpofe t that pointp 
at the punijhment of a criminal paifion j not 
recommends it, as an Entertainment. 

You will be apt, at your firft looking into 

the Play, to think, I have cut offfeveral 

feature^ that would have added to its beauty. 

But, you will change that opinion, upon a 

cloftr 
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clofer consideration, and feel the Strength of 
your Tragedy increafed, by the lojs of what 
I have taken from it, much of which had a 
great deal of merit, but would have made 
your Scenes languijh, becaufe improperly 
placed ; all reflection, not paffionate and 
aclive, being too cold for the Stage, between 
characters of diftrefs and agitation. 

I could have wished, that, in the Caft of 
your defign, for this Tragedy, you had con- 
trived to foften the guilt of Sacbariffa'% con- 
fetti, by reprefenting her under fome pre-en- 
gagement of love and promiSe, to BeUarid, 
and the match between that gentleman, and 
her fifler, the effect of hex father's compul- 
sion, upon fome motive of intereft. The 
pity, due to her ruin, would have been 
thought better warranted, by the prudes of 
zjex, that can never forgive one another a 
faff, 'till they perceive tbemfehes given to 



Upon the whole, I have taken the mod 
friendly pains, I was able ; and wish you, 
heartily the fuccefs, that is due to your 
merit and application. I am, 
Sir, Tours, &cc. 

A. Hill. 
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To General Fielding, at Jerfty. 

Guernfey, May, 30, 1737. 
SIR, 

IT is a common obfervation, that we pafe 
(a little too naturally) from bappinefe to 
mifery. The very elements made this my 
cafe, when I fet fail from you and ^Jeffey. 
No breath of air contented to my leaving 
you, the winds for faking me, as a punish- 
ment t and condemned me, two whole dayft, 
to fuch a fuffocating calm, as would have 
been enough to ftagnate thought and me- 
xhoryj in any mind, unagkated by your 
image.. 

Shall I confefc, that this long paffage 
frights me from returning F and, that lince 
England may be reached, in as Short a time 
as Jerfey, my natural averfion to the fea de- 
termines me, from where you are, to where 
you ought to be ; becauie there are per fuits 
dderving your attention. 

Mean while, if fuch a fifuataoh, as your 

health, or wiih, makes choice of, contributes 

refl and pleafure, in exchange for fplendor 

and 
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and ambitiony it may be, after all, a counter- 
poize, that merits a wife man's election. 
For, I queftion, whether thofe enjoyments, 
we are flattered with fuch hopes of, in the 
laft, can recompence (where Reafon holds 
the fcale) our certain lofs, in giving up the 
former. 

For me, though I feem going from you, 
it is ftdll fome comfort, to perceive I do not 
really leave you. I am carrying you away 
with me, in your inward zndjpiritual grace, 
though the outward and vifible form has for- 
faken me. 

Enjoy, in your fortune, every bleffing 
you would wim for a friend. Poffefs, in 
your perfon,, every gayety, you would tafte, 
in a miftrefs. — Have, in fine, whatever you 
dejire; or defire only what you have; and 
pleafe to reckon, in the lift of your moit o- 
bliged and faithful fervants, 

A. Hill- 



s' End of the Firji Volume. 
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